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GettingStarted

Day One- Saturday
(February 10, 20079:3&m)

Today is Saturday, February, ZD07and | am iting
aloneat our kitchen tahle

The house is unusually ejuil hearonly a fairt whirr of
the laptop computer that sits on the table in front of me and
the occasional noises of the children playing the basement.

Looking out the kitchen window | can see dhtaiinlayer
of snow still blankets the yard, amdmember thagvenmore
snhow and icarepredicted fothe days ahead.

| face a blank white screen onlaptop computér b u t
before | continue, let mi@st introduce myself. My name is
David Stiles, and #te ageof thirty-eight, | think of mself as
a fairly average guyive in the suburbs of Cincinnati with my
wife and three boyMly life | think, is unusually uneventful:
| 0 lveen at the same job fen yearshad the same car for
the last six years afided in the same suburban community
for the past twelve years

But, today, Saturday, Februaryh, 12007 | have the
feeling that things ageing to balifferent.

The reason?

Il 6m getti ng adeeatare. Not jost amyt a I
advent uacwalybeédwmwe t hi nking of
adventure 0

The adventure involse writing proje¢hat! & de@ded
to startc a | Geekat Popcdrit will havenothing to do with
actual popcornnor will it be abourville Redenbachehe
famous marketer of microwave popc¢diuirather | hopeit
will beahelpfulresource foChristians, mayltakingtheform
of asmall boolor a wire boud workbook.
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Week One

The idea came to me twights agoas Iwas watching a
me naddlegebasketball gammn ESPN the cable television
network devoted to sports programminghe game was
between thdJniversity of Washington arige University of
California(Final Score: Washingté9 Californiasl).

The night had started no differently thamany other
wintereveningsAfterthe kids hadgone to bed sat down in
anoverstuffecchair in our livingpom,opened up a magazine
and turned th@&V to thelate nighbasketbdgame.

16 ve al voaeytsstap updgtandwatching a late
nghtbasketball game i s somet
School. | remember a number of evenimgsn | wasin
college twenty years agavatcling games,long afte my
roommates had gone to héatween thevest coaseams of
the University of Washington,Washington State)regon,
Pepperdind).N.L.V.,Santa Clarar Long Beach State

Two nights agosamy gaze shiftdstween mynagazine
andthe basketball game dhe television across the room, |
started thinking about my next writing projest. the
beginning of theveek lhadf i ni shed a Sewmok
Steps to Growth and Healingfor dseveral daybad been
thinkingabout what | would dafterwards.

| am a person who can get restless and bored easi
without a new project, or challenge. So, | had been prayin
00kay God, what 0s next ?6

Then, just after midnight hit me like Moses and the
voicecoming from lheburning bush

0GO EAT POPCORN.6

Okay,soti wasno6t an audi btiwas v ¢
just a thought.
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GettingStarted

OGO EATPOPCORN, | thought agai

0That would be perfect fo
thought to myselas Irose from my chair and walk quickly
to a wooderbodkshelfin the family room.

| walked quietlps wellasit was late anthe rest othe
familywassleepingvarmly in their bedrooms overhead.

Soon| was lookingverthe titles othevarious resources
on the bookshelnd thinkng about the books that could help.

0 T h e radew things here thaduddreallybe beneficial
for theGo Eat Popcqmoject Ibthought.

Go Eat Popcavas a phrase thah&dheard forthe first
time shortly after lturned eighteenlt was used \bJane
Armstrong, aninistry leader on the campus of my school.

Tall and friendly, Jane wasgeteran of campus ministr
and smiled widely when she spoke. On Thursday nights sh
regul arly taught a OTw®wadldgée ng
students

oSometsi itds hard to remem
Bible ar e | otolduswatidheréoutlem maeent.

oJust remembeBo Eat Popcafryou need toremember
the order ofour of the letterdy the ApostlPaul in the New
Testament. 6 she continued.

0Go Eat Pomorn @ane told ys is & great way to
rememberGalatiansEphesianhilippians, an€o | os si a't

| realizenow, twenty years latdhatthe Go Eat Popcorn
phrase isiot perfectoPopcorrd technicallys onevord, but is
usedtoidentiffwoo f Paul ds | etters

But regardless alieperfection otheimperfectiorof the
words | still find the phrasehelpfulin remembeng the order
of thesdour lettersin the New Testament

oThoselettersby Paub | thought whilestanding in front
of the wooden bookshel® w ibé perfectfor me to study.
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Week One

They should really speakvwtbere | have found myselflife
latelyd

P a uléttérs| remembered, weaboutdiscovering riew |
in Christ

As | mentionecearlier|] hadrecentlyfinisheda booklet

cd | Sevendteps to Growth anddHedlilgat | i st e
for spiritual growth and se
our growth.

Step ein the bookletwascalledo Loo k f or G
in your ldevhichreferredto seeing that God is wang and
involvedin our livesStep o was called) Re s pond
offer of salvation wittbfaltfch describeputtingo n dadthsin
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins.

| found | wasable towrite those first twostepsfairly
quickly.

StepThree, however, todkngerto write, and @11 was
writing about it kept thing Soanetimel, would love to spend
more time on thitopic. 6

Step Thre@ the booklewvas called,

oDiscover nda/ih Christ

The stepwas based on th8iblé slescriptio of
Christiandeingchanged by God
In receivingdbnew | i f e dl explaineth that o d
Christians can:
- know God as a friend

- have o0the fruito6Gaf bel

- experience forgivendssm sin

- be incorporated into the Body of Christ

- be filled wih the Holy Spirit who will give us
insight and wisdom
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GettingStarted

It was exciting to think
Christ.And & | wrote about the marjessing®f receiving
0 n e w | had dewer@houghts

On a msitive notd thought 01l 0 v eedmneostpfe r i
these thingsta some | evel, [weeperinl 6 d

them ©n amorenegative notét h o u g h tlhadonbre wi
of these attributem my life What the heck isvrong with
meNd

And so,l had hopedto learnmore abouta new life in
Chrst

Many of the references that | ugeadvritingStep Three
for the bookletwere fromthe ApostlePaud s | te the e r
Early ChurchT h a t 6&fecusimdisgdepth on four of those
lettersnow with the Go Eat Popcagorojectmade so much
sens¢o me

0 | wk to learrmore aboutwhat Paul told the early

Church aboutliscovering new life in Giridiought . 0

really helgn discoveringgh at God has for
After looking over the titles on the bookshelf, | opened

up a Bble to remind mysetff the letters that Pallad written

in the New Testamenin the Table of Contents | s#virteen

letters attributed to Paul

- Romans

- Firstand Second Corinthians

- Galatians

- Ephesians

- Philippians

- Colossians

- First and Second Thessalonians
- First and Second Tirity

- Titus

- Philemon
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Week One

Several of Paul 6s | edduier s
substantial in lengthnoticed thaRomarendFirstandSecond
Corinthiam®vered many pagesny Bible.

Focusing oronlyfour of P a u | 0 sletter${Galatiargs r
EphesignPhilippianand Colossigrend nothis longer works
seemed more manageable.

ol ol 1 study trothes mgebomh g drh o
oOFor this projectl §ustlfocus on the small&p Eat Popcorn
lettersf i r st . O

Even though it was late at nightfelt invigorated
thinking about the writingrojectand the many possibilities
that lay in store for me

0ltds | ikethowugdtwaetn Ddiwbree
learnfrom those four lettersbut it should be pretty fun
journey 6

My mind son turned to other explorersthat | had
learned about in schawlhadseen on televisiohthought of

- Christopher Columbuwmd his quest to discoteth e 0 N g
Wor |l dé

- Captain James CqoWwho charted the Pacific Ocean

- Meriwether Lewis and William Claxko digovered the
American Wstfor Thomas Jefferson

- Admiral Byrdwho explored Antarctica

- andJacques Cousteatho explored the undersea world
of our oceans

I thoughtalsoof pioneerghat | had heard about in my
family too, like my gregtandfathew.H.H. Stileswho left
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GettingStarted

northern Maine in the 1890s with his wife and twoall
children for promises of work in Wyoming and Montana.

And then ny thoughts turned tdictional adventurers,
like Indiana Joneswvhose adventures took himto many
unexpected placed. even thought about the television
character namédacGyer, who coulaniraculouslget out of
any problem with duct taphis Sviss army knifeand a
toothpick.

OThuisl | be an interesting

Now this morningtwo days after deciding start my
journey, | sitin awooden chajrhunched over the kitchen
table| amready to start the adventure.

Butjustas | di down to starthe Go Eat PopcdiwoHet |
hear theloud and fadbeeping othe timer orour microwave

The weathefor the past several days has been frightfully

cold; ecently the temperatar&avebeenat twenty degrees
Fahrenheitvitht h e @hild ntde mp e rbalowzere.
Because of the freezing temperataiféey; |had takemour dog
outside in our snow covereccbhyad, | hadset the theron
our microwaveo limit hisexposurdo the coldandto remind
menot to forget that he was outside

And 9, | must stopwriting now to bring our dog back
inside
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Week One

Day Oned Saturday
(February 10, 200710.42am)

Our dog $ ashort black terrier named Scruffyfteh |
hadhurried b lethim inside, Iquickly discaered that he was
covered in mudBefore | had noticedt, though, he had
alreadysped through the kitchen and living room leavingil
of muddy paw prints betd him.

After takinghim toour back porch, | cleaned up the mud
that he had trackeonto the floor and carpeEventuallyl
returned to Scruffy on the back porch, covbiedin a towel
andbrought him baclsideand gave him a bath.

The time that | hadvanted to spendhis morning
focused orwriting aboutP a u | 6 dor thedGb Eat Popcorn
projectwas spent instead bathihg tlogand cleaning up the
mudon our living roonfloor.

Omat 6ds dsometine§, fle tihought to
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GettingStarted

Day Oned Saturday
(February 10, 200711:32pm)

The time isrxow approaching midnigrd] of the children
are in bd, my wife is reading, and | aeady tostarton the
Go Eat Popcpnoject.

My day has been full.

At seven thirty this morning, | drove oroungest soto
his basketball game. Iden a teawith other seven year olds
ina chur ch s pons Opwardl Baskettmtpu e
and his team, ,mwdoheavdll this Bdason, E
although to his frustratiotiie score is nevkeptfor teamsri
his age division

ag|

oDid we win?6 he al ways asks

olhithk so, 6 d B ugistooathdinyortant p |
thingistolearnhowtopldye game. 6

ol knotw hpolway basketball,
in an exasperatedtone 6j ust want to kno

Our middle son, an eight year old, camematand shot

basketdbefore the game started and betwedne gsxme

periods To his frustration, his basketball teamich consists
of othereight year olds from our schodtdct) did nohave a
game scheduled today

Af ter our youngest sonds
attempted GoEasPopodrh pt bpe ot ,
thwarted byhe muddy dog and tleeaning ughat followed

A few minutesdbefore noon) loaded theyounger boys
into our vanand wedroveto anearby High School to pick up
our oldest son, who is elevéie was at a program called
oMerit Badge Chaliewbech was sponsored the localBoy
Scoutcouncll
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Week One

As soon as | walked intioet High School catgig | was
astonished bthe scores of aduoy Scouteaders who were
reviewing books and paperwork atdateterigables] soon
found a leader to help me, and he gave me directions to m
S 0 rcléssoom.

| was amazeal the many aksrooma that weefilled with

Boy Scouts taking classes to earn merit badges foy:

governmenteading, writig, science, and many other subjects
I soon found my son and we hurried back tostimol
cafeteria to get his backparid papers We walked quickly
becauséewas doubkdooked for the afterncof.1 t 6 s a m
what the schedule of an eleven year old can be sométimes).

addition to the Boy 8at clas that had started at eigfhirty

this morningand wasscheduledo end atone o dw | o ¢

oldest sonalso hd a basketball game schedulednimon.
Realizing the schedulingnflict earlier in the weelour son

had regretfully told his basketball coach that he would only be
available for the smud half of hisbhasketbalgjame, and told
his Boy Scout leadiiiathe would have to leave edirhm his
class
As we were leavirie High School, we stopped in the
cafeterimsmy son grabbed his backpack and began walking to
the door.
OWhereds your coat?d6é | asl
oWhat ?6 he asked.
0oYour coat? Wheredd you | e
oUm, I didnét bring it.o6 H
OWhat! 6 | resafrooh withia me. lafeit dike r

cursing at the top of my lungs in front of the Boy Scout leader
and the kids$n the cafeteriasmy mind filled with the reality
of thecoldtemperaturesutdde.

o0l f or g o e said fuicklyDwaad in @ hulry this
morning when A.J.d3ds mom c amg
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GettingStarted

0Did you do this heatedyggsdr p
quickly spat the words at him 06 Ar e you wi | |
disobedient to youxlom and I? This is like the tenth time
youdve gone outside without
the past few weeks. 0

ol was in a hurry Dad. é h
didnoét do it on purpose. o6

0 Man, I aight mw. Ran g roff Bven d g
want to take you to your ba
really ticks me off . o0

0l 6m sorerepliedad, 6 h

0Thereds the van. o6 | said
brothers waitbng inside. OL:¢

| paused.

oWedl |l talkbéabosai dhas Wwat
school

My son changed clothes quickly in the back of the van &
we sped to a nearby Junior Highddl gym. &n, he was
wearinchisblack and whitbasketballiniform.

When we arrivedt the schodbe ran to the gym amehs
relieved to see that he had only missed the first cpfaitter
game. A few minutes after we arritteel coach put himin

He played for much of the garaed did welldsix points,
ten rebounds, three assists anteva steats he t ol
afterwards and his team played well tgbinal Score: His
team4l, Visitors 24).

Afterwards,| took the three boy$o lunch with my
motherin-law, who had driverforty minutes towatch the
basketbafyame.

At lunch the boyspent most of the time explaining to
ther Grandma(who they call Mimi D.6) how wonderful it
would be if she would take théonan indoor water park that
hadrecentlyopenedhearour houseWhen onef themasked

17
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Week One

where theig r a n d f PapaPhi rivas(shietold them that

he wasat hiscollegealma matewatching ane nhasketbal
game with some old friends from school. (Final Score: Pap
Phib alma mateB2, Visitors: 70

While we were at lunch | talked to my oldest son.

0l dve had a chance to do
0When wee lgnead yoh torwrite a one page paper
about the benefits of wear:.

0Ok agsaid. h

0The next time you go out
pages, and afterthatthpegges You got it ?0

O¥ah, lesmidt it, o6 h

When we arrived home, ttveo younger boys helped me
preparesome leadership training matefiadsa churchwhile
ourolder son worked on higie page essay.

The workwe did withthe training materials wehéngs
that alwaysseem todrain me punchingholes in papers,
making copies of theainingmanuals, making cop@saudio
CDs, and making labels for the audio CDs.addition, my
computer wasiot working properly, so it took longer than
usual to make the copies of the manuals and the CDs.

After ome time my oldest son showed me his paper
ertitled, The Bnefits of Wearing a Coat

A reviewemight sayhatitwas @ c aut i o asag y
notedthe manyperilsof not wearing ainter coat including
hypot hermia, frosthi te and

Later in he afternoon, we did some house cleaarinlg
when my wife, Suarrived homeshe told usbout a seminar
on stewardship that she helped lead at our church.

Sue is a terrific persddhe isa tall womanwith blonde
hair, wide brown eyes and fiadible inner strengtiWevé
been married for fifteen an

18
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GettingStarted

wifeto meanda greamothertoourboys. 6 ve t eased h

the years with her creative use of the English language, a
even ma d-€ c tai owith uaglew , pages ofher
nicknames for the kids and funny expressipasDictionary
format

In the evening Sueand | attenad the 50" wedding
anniversary for some frierfdgsm churchnamel Marilyn and
Duane.

OFi fty year s dte Suaas Wwedravgto t i
the party.

The party heldat a nearby communigentey was filled
with Duane and Mdyn 6 s f and thairdckildren and
grandchildren.

We satwith sone old acquaintances wHike us, were
namedaveandSusan

me

At the end of the evenirlduanea n d  Machildrény n @ s

gave a toast to their pareftsdr oldest child began his toast

by sayingb One of the Ten Commandme

your Fat her and Mot herd and
tonight. ¢

As the toasts continued, there was hardly eye in the
room

oYour | ife t aonpmrationgorméhnawsf b
their childrersaid.

0Seei ng Vedeanedyoo aachhother amdGod
during times of diffictyl gives me hopé, aid another

After all of the toasts were made, Duapeke.0 As | 0
been listeningp all of youtonight, | lad the most incredible
thought . ¢

He paused.

oltbat everyone here | oves

19

9%
@
—

vV e

3 u




Week One

He pausedagain 0OANnd cg tpibe gy onlg e 1
response. Thank yolihank yoweveryone 6

We all clapped as Marilgnd Duaneggave each other a
kiss and thehugged each of their children.

It wasverytouching

As | listened to the toastghought about my marriage to
Sue

OWe know so many people w
ol hope we can last anotHdteen yearsandeven fiftyyears
like Duane and Marilyné

0God help us. oO60Marpri ayged s
di fficult someti mes. 0

When we arrived honthe boys werswitching between
the NFL PreBowl Gameon televisionKinal ScoreAFC 31,
NFC 28) anda gamebeteen theUniversity of Kentucky
menos b a s kamdt thea University eoklanda, the
returning championsf Division Oneme n 6 s h @isdk e t
ScoreFlorida64, Kentucky61).

After the games werear, we sent the kids to bedda
oncethe kidswereasleepl hadmy chance to focus on tl&o
Eat Popcopnoject.

First, | operdup my Bible (@old worn,brownleather
covered\ew International Versiod turedto Philippians.

InP aul 8 sthdPhilipgiaasrl readp

oPaul and TS om@htishJesus, te allrthe a
saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the
overseers and deacons: Grace and peace to you fro
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Cérist.

After reading only one verseutidenly stoped.
O0Thi s i sndght r 6 hatt im@hdidpians h o
Clearly, Ineed to start in Galatiandtekall t he r es 0o
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GettingStarted

going to write is going to be call€éd Eat Popcoamd
Galatians he first of 6Paul 8s f our
So,l turnedto P a uldttér & theGalatians ancead,

0 Paul adsentanptdrant niee not by man, but
by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised hin
from the dead and all the brothers with me, Grace
and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. o

| stoppedagain.

OThi srighted h@tr . 6 Il dtmh su ahtt.i 1
adventurel j u st juropangli tin.l need to start this
adventure like the great adventuremsuld. Christopher
Columbus didndt just show wu
he spent months ipreparatiorfor his adventurd needto
think aboutthe resources that | haea hand tohelp me.
Every journey startsith packing uphe necessarsupplies
right?¢96

0 Rght . to myselfis eespdnsevhile suppressing a
yawn

0 E v 8unvivor Mg television shwo that films a man
being leftalonein desolate placesfarts withhim packing up
some provisions. That wayhen he 0 s desamd c k
island or on the frozen tundra, an the middle of the ocean,
hecan pull out the duct tape and return home safely

| pausd for a few moments to think about it more.

O0Thaxadigwwh at | need t o ddool. 6
need to |l ook at the availab

And then, as it wagettinglate | felt my eyes slowly
closingl decidel to get some regonighta n d o gpany h e
supplieé tomorrow
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Week One

Day Two - Sunday
(February 11, 200711.45pm)

This morningny wife and Hrove separately to church. |
left the house firsin order to playny guitar antkad worship
for asmallprayer group & e n o Baer| Sogjoked me
for the chuch service at elevénirty.

Our pastor taughthis morning on Luke 4, referring
frequently tdhe passagehere Jesus declared that

"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed

me to preach good news to the@pdie has sent me to
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight

for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year

of the Lord'sl9f avor. o6 (Luk

He alsoshard about a new capital campaign that the
church was launching elpthe poor inour community with
a new buildingc a | ITlkedHeabng Center | n  addi
housing an ar ea nrirostry Thd ldealingh u
Centérwould offer food and clothing, prayer and counseling
to those in need.

After the servickpicked up the youngboysfrom their
classroomand j oined Sue and our
atrium.

We were hungry, so we decided to stay at the church fqg
lunchive at t e ncdh varthaihnés grastaurant on the
campus).

Later,for a Valentia & s Day present,
audioCDs from t he cQuualdeshsorschoseo o
a new release layband calledSwitchfo®@tOur middle son
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GettingStarted

sel ect e dRelset KC brholr youngest son ordered a
CDseriescalled, Advent ummes i n Odysse
On our way out of churchoffered to drivethe boys

home so thegould listen to thei€Ds. As | drove them home,

I let them control the volume on the car stev¢e.all agreed
that thesongby Relient i€ a | Candightoout andysi6 wa s
one of tle bestso we played it several tinmgly hearing
the words

ol'd better rest my
I've grown weary
of this point we've been trying to make.
So rather than imply,
why don't you just verbalize
all the things that you're trying to say.
Why da't you just come right out and sajAit

Instead of going straight home (like the laoys| did),
Sue, instead, went to the grocery stohriy enough food to
last for the next few days, just in case we are snowbeasand
the television weathermen édveenforecasnhg a foot of
snow startingpmorrowevening

After the boys and | arrived hontkey soonasled to
havesome friends ovel agreed, antheymade a feyphone
cdls. Unfortunately, theiriends weraot available until later,
so ingeadof playing to their chagrinl had them do some
cleaningl t  wassucldfun as havingheir friends over
but we cleaned the downstairs of the house and them helpe
put the food away once Sueved home.

Afterwards, the boysdayedbasketbalbn a smkh plastic
hoop in the basement\While they were playingvo of their
friends who they had called earl@mivedat the doorBut

23
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Week One

before | sent theeighborhood kiddownstairsl askedhem
to be quiet for a moment.

O0Hey b oy sldwastairgdo qurebodys e @ | nee
to stop playing basketball add another two hours of
cleaning. 6

oOWhat ? We | ust did a bund
them say.

Thenl sentthe kids from the neighborhood downstairs.

0 Awe Dred mysonsaidwhen he saWis friends
running downthestairso You tri cked us! 6

Whilethe boygplayedbasketbalh the basememiooked
through my bookshelves and boxesur storage roorfor
resources thalt thought could help in writinghe Go Eat
PopcobooKet

| thought again othe famous adventurers, who would
Otake stockd of their provi

water, meat, fruit or vegetables they had before starting thei

journey.

As | looked at my bookshelvefyund that | hadh lot of
good resourcdser the writirg project

| found veratommentariesncluding:

- The VYndale New Testament Commeuritharies
commentariesneach oP a uldttérss hat | 0
studyingor the Go Eat Popcamoject:

0 Galatiandby R. Alan Cole
0 Ephesiaddy Francis Foulkes
o Philipiang by Ralph Martin
0 Colossiadd®y N.T. Wright
- Commentary on Gal&iaySir William Ramsay
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GettingStarted

| also found some good books about the Apostle Paul
the author of each of the letters:

The Writings of St. Baadited by Wayne Meeks
Hard SayingRdul by Manfred T. Brauch

Paul Among the Jews and Gemylesrister
Stendahl

Paul Apostle of the Heart Séblyire&. Bruce

Dictionary of Paul and His Léettéited by Gerald
Hawthorne and Ralph Martin

In addition to the books aboBaul, | found that | had
some theology books about the New Testament (Rlene | 0
four letters can be found):

A Theology of the New Testhyn&eorge Eldon
Ladd

New Testament Foundations (Vol. 1 &nd 2
by Ralph Martin

Theology of the N@mstamerd by Rudolph
Bultmann

New Testament Criticism and Interred#goin
by David Alan Black and David S. Dockery

Evangelical Dictionary of Thexddgy by Walter
Elwell
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Week One

| found some technical books on Greek (the |aegueat
Pau | Iéiters were written in)
- Introduction to the New Testament in the Original
0 by B.F. Westcott and F.J.A. Hort

- Word Studies in New Testamend Bydédnneth
Wuest

| alsodiscovered some books on the Early Church:
- The Library of Ea@yristianitian eight volume
set of booksgdited by Wayne Meeks
0 One volume that$aww a s clattedl e ¢
Writing in GreRoman Antiquity by
Stanley Stowers thathought would b
very helpful in understandingPa ul &
letters

- The Early ChuichyW.H.C. Frend
- The Story of ChristiérntyJusto Gonzalez
My bookshelveslso had several booltsat quoted a
number of verses froma u | & @cludiegt t er s
- Freedom of SimplitiyyRichard Foster
- Knowing Gady J.l. Packer
| quicklyjotted down the names of the resourmesa
yellow legal paahd made me nt a l note that

lot of reading in ordeto start writingthe Go Eat Popcorn
boolet
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As | was writing down the names of the theology books,
and flippingthrough theb o @ gagesSue made a dinner of
hot dogsalong wittrmacaroni and cheese for the boys.

0This is my feofthe boys eaid dd he n
gulpeddownhisfood witha glass of milk.

After they finishedheir dinner Sue and left to have
dinner at the tuse ofsome old neighbors who had attended
our church

Our friends had invited several coupleso were all
aked to bring some Italian fodslie brougha pan of lasagna,
whichl ate adt of. It tasted great.

Our friendshavebeenhosing a dinneroncea monthat
their houseand invited a fewcouples who habtelped them
leadthe premarital counseling ministatyour church

After dinnerthey led a brief discussion about some
Christianbooks that they had been reading ahout to be
ol oving gmgt not | ud

It made my head spirying to figure out what everybody
was sayingThere were some good points made about
unconditionallyoving others while ald®ing willing tspeak
the truth ina loving mannelt was an interesting discussion.

After dinnerwe came home to finthe boys watching
basketbalhetweeniieDukeUniversiyme n 6 s b a s k et
and tre team from th&Jniversity of Maryland’he game was
being playedt Maryland sampusn College Park

The game was close, but in the end MarylandThis
turned out to b® u k &odrtk straight losswvhich tookthem
out of the rankings of thdop 25teamsfor the first time in
eleven year¢Final Score: Maryland Terrapins 70, Duke Blue
Devis62).

After we tucked the boys into bed and | talke&ue
aboutthedi scussion at our frien
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Week One

book on my listof resources from my bookshelf: a
commentaryalledGalatiandy R. Alan Cole

| skimmed through the page=iasaw that he referred to
the ktter to the Galatians agth 0 Ep it el &Safthat i
word epistld remembered meansh e s ame t hi n
Next,l readthdA u t h o r 0 the cBmneeftayc e

0 T he Hophe &dlatiams spiritual dynagrated it is
therefore almost impossible to handle ithowui
explosions. It has often been so in the history of the
Church. The great spiritual awakening of Martin Luther
came as he expounded and studied this Epistle, while
was a sermon on Galatians that brought peace of hea
to John Wesley. Small wondeaittboth of these men
dearly Il oved the book; i
experience to their own. But this letter is not one with a
message simply for those of centuries earlier than our
nor is it an Epistle that can be read in comfortable
detachment ithout personal involvement. At every
point it challenges our presealy shallow, easy
acceptances and provokes our opposiliowas a
controversial lett&?.

00h, y saidhto dyself with a smile tudlysng
Galatians should be great. Professar Saidithat Galatians
spiritual dynamaten d @inttoessidlhat will keep people
interested 6

| satthe bookdownandwentto the refrigeratopulled
out a bagetpastedt andsooncoveredt with humus.

OWith a good 6s tlamgttsGo BaE a |
PopcoimooKet should practically writeséif. Thisis going to

be so great. tontdwersial. #ple fike s t |i

controversy. o6
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GettingStarted

As | was eatingny bagelthough, | soon had another
thought.

Looking at the bagel,thought,olf Galatians were like
this bagelreadingall of the commentaridisst would be just
likelearningpbout he bagel, not reall

| paused.

OArgh. 6 Imi sdfi dl of t hecah
start with all of thee theologal resources, | need to start by
reading® a uléttérsd theletterst hat | dm goi ng
aboutin the Go Eat Popctaokleto

| took another bite.

ol n e e P atuakctdatetteasdorthe Go Eat Popcorn
projectfirst. Then, ifl still havequestionsl can looko other
places inScripturefor help, hen use theesources in my
bookshelfor additional assistante

| paused again, feeling a bit uneasy.

0 Ineed some sort of plathough.Every journey starts
with some sort of map, right

| paused to think aboupian.

0 Alampshould helpméfgur e out what
what should comdirst, what should comeecond and then
third. o

Unsure of what that would look like, | paused again.

Just as | was going to write dosame initial thoeghts
aboutthe plan, | heard a tappingise which seemed to be
coming from the ceiliroove me.

| went upstairs to see if it was Scruwty dog, but he
was fast asleem the floorobo ur ol dest sonos

Hearing nothingupstairs | wenback downstes and
heard the tapping continue.

I moved closer to the wall from where the sound was
coming fromlt seemed to be fromsanall, clawing, animal.

oltés another squirrel .o |
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Over the yearswe have hadeveral encounters with
animalsrying to getrito our houseThe squirrelgimp from
tree to tree in our back yatidenonto our roof, and thetry
to getinto our attic, usually from behind our gutters.

I candt stand squirrels.

This one seemed to be trying to dig hisimtayour roof
through the metal rain geitton the back porch.

Sockless, | quickly slipped oy shoes and went to our
garage foa broom. Themafter acquiring the broorpulled
onmy heavy winter coat and went to our back porch.

Walking otside, | quickly and quigecidentallyput my
foot into a snow drift as | lifted the broom up to the gutter.

The snowquickly surrounded my ankle afidled the
inside of my shoe as | hit the gutter several tivitesthe
broom

O0Swine s cpaid quietywith dny bestPink
Panthef Inspector Clousealike French accent.

After hitting the gutter several times, the noise stopped
and | made my way back insiteving scaretie squirrel and
gotten my feetquite wet and cold (Final ScoreMe 1,
Squirrel & | figured the squirrehould get a poiritecause of
my wetsnow covered fegt.

0l need t6é6 makboagpt an,

But, itwaslate,and as | feltired | decidecthatit was
best to get some rest and mhy planningfor the Go Eat
Popcobooktomorrow
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Day Three- Monday
(February 12, 200711.45am)

I work as a project manager for a small software
consulting firmSometimesam at dentsites thatarelocated
many hourgrom my home. "his winterand for most of the
previous year, howevdih) v e b e e nsplitantyliree t
betweenthree placesny smallhome offce my ¢ o mp
officesin anearby suburbnd my cl i ent &s
downtown Cincinnatwhich is aboutwentymiles awajrom
our housg

After working for a few hourat my home officehis
morning | drove to a local dedind ordered @otato pancake
(called a latke) andRaeben saladwhich is like a Ruben
samwich only without the breaahd servedn a bed of
lettuce)

As | waitedfor my food mythoughs turned tathe Go
Eat Popcopnoject.

| needed a plan to help me on this joyiseel pulled out
a yellow legal pdcom my computer bag

At thetop of the first page | wrote:

Go Eat PopcéhojeetPlan

Afewlinesbl ow my t iAPPROACHSG IwWTr o
large capital letters.

0Okay,ughlt ,t oDdHow shoul d |

| paused for a moment.

ol ctacklelthisf om s o many angl es.

As | pondered thiguestion | tried to imagine whahe
research and writingright look like.Soon | had a mental
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Week One

picture: | would try to obsev e o0t he bi g pi
letters first, and then delve into more of the granular details.
wroteon my yellow legal pad

Start with thiggipictueend thdnok ainorspecifietails.

I quickly thought obr. Thompsonaseminary professor
that | hadtaken a class fromany years before

OHe woul d p r oob &his |approaatip pt o
thought.

Dr. Thompson, | rememberedcompared reading
scripture tousing multiple lenseqlike those used in a
microscope or a telescapit)se thewidangléens to get the
bi g piectworue6d hs ay, -udptlers¢orooku s €
carefully at the details.

As | was waiting for my fooat the delimy thoughts
turnedto my two years oparttime seminarytraining many
years beforéwhich washe reason fomy having so many
books on theology and ancient Greek on my bookshelves

I had attended £minaryin central Kentuckiwo yeas
aftergraduatinfrom college Over t he years
completingmy Ma st er 8 s Biblieag $tigdiesat the
saninary | hadfinished all of mglassroom work in ordév
obtain a mbau ltneeddd o0 cahgig aleagthy
thesis. Right after finishing my coursewlookvever| moved
awayand found it difficulto focus on writing the thesis, and
never copleted it.

A few months ago, [ | ook e
onling and saw that theMa s t e r Opsograimedgenet e
even equire a written thesis armyre.

oPerhaps theydll gi ve Ome
maybe theyoll h aclasses to énally gekney
degree. 0
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Af t er a few emails with
told that | would need to teke all of the courses again
because the classes were taken over ten years ago.

ol wonder wha't has chan
yeas ? thoughtdejectedly

As | continued waiting for my fooat the de)i my
thoughtgurnedagain to th&o Eat Popcamnoject.

0As | try to sedhe big picturé,| decidedoit would be
best to rea@ach of thdour lettersquickly, justd get asense
of wh at ridshentask some of thasgeneral questions
that reportersistally asklike

- Who?

- What?

- When?

- Where?

- Why?

I paused to write down t
my yellow legal pad.

OAfter | answer those questiahs, | t hougamt |,
go throughthe lettershapter by chapter, thgarse by verse,
to get to the heart & a uided@isand hopefully discover some
great insights about livingew life in Chrig.

Next, my thoughts turned ®ven morejuestions to ask
my sel f bf gr piwagtgofthe fdur letters.
On myyellow legal padwrotethe words:

BIG PICTURE QUESTIONS

Then undethose words wrote the following questions:
- Who wrote the lettePs

- Wha can | learn about the autRor

- Whatis the overall content ofatalette?
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- Where are the places that are described in the letters

- Whywere the lettensritten?

- What did the authavantthe first readers to know or
do?

| thoughtnext about planning my writing schedule,l and
turned to the nexpagein my yellow legglad andvroteeven
morequestions
- How many words atberein P a uldtté&r®
- How many pages?
- How many chapters?
- How long do I think will it take me to read all four
letter®
- How long will it take me to writke Go Eat Popcorn
booWlet?

These questions,hoped would sparka god initial
under st an ddumregers®&dme Bfdhask §usstiohs,
knewwould be easy to firmhswes for. Ghersthough would
be moe difficult

Just before my food arrivedpened my browkeather
New InternationarsioBible.

| decidedirst to look for an answer to the question about
the total number ofpage | knew thatP a ul 0 swerk et
originally written in Greek, amtobablyon papyrus, so the
length of myEnglishtranslatiorwould be differenthan the
origina) but | felt that it wuld be helpfulo know how many
pageshat| would needto read.

| turned first totheBi bl eds Tablfaundo f
that theLetter to the Galatstastedon page 1190, whitke
Letter to the Colossratexbn pagel207.

0OThatds seventeenophgesdo
seemlikealofo readi ng. 0
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GettingStarted

Next, | counted up theumber ofchaptersn the letters

Galatians hasix chapters.

Ephesians also hatkchapters

Philippians hafbur.

Colossians hddur chapters.

0 T h arnlydadotal of twenty chaptérstidought 0 T h
Book of Psalms has over one hundteapters, sdis should
go pretty quickly.o

Soonmy food arrived and whilevaseating my saldd
spentsome time calculatitige total number of versi each
of Paul ds letters

On my legal pad | made the following chart:

Number of Verses
Ch. | Galatians| Ephesians| Philippians | Colossians

1 24 23 30 29
2 21 22 30 23
3 29 21 21 25
4 31 32 23 18
5 26 33
6 18 24

Total: 149 155 104 95

The total number of verses in Galatidnsalculated as
149. The dtal for Ephesians came t&51 The total for
Philippians, dded up as 104. And the tomanber of verses
for Colossianeas9b.

In looking over my chart, | was able to see that Ephesian
had the most verses with 155, followed closely by Galatian
Philippians and Colossians seemed to be about the same len
with four chapters and about one hundred veesds

35

1%}

1

gth




Week One

Then | added th&otal numberof versedor all four of
theletters together. The number astonishe®@®verses

OWow. 6 Last hlouwmahge f i ni shi ng
reallyseems like a ltd read 6

Eventually, | finished msalad and potato pancakel
drove tomy office in anearbysuburb,wondering what other
surprising things 106d see i
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Day Three- Monday
(February 12, 200711.58pm)

| arrivedhome from worka little after sbo 6 c | o ¢ k
evening after first stopping to get a haircut and buyesom
Val entineos Day <cards for
grocery store.

| had the boys sign the cards and then went back outsidé
driving to the local Post Office to get the cards in the mail in
ti me to arr i v,evhithigtwodayls gonmbw, n e
on Wednesday.

Shortly after | arrived hom®ueleft for church. Shés a
social worker by training, and $averaleas has workeds
an assistant p a sGrowth and rHeamgi r
ministry focusing onthe areas of recovery and discipipsh
Every Monday nightshe helps lead large group gathering
which isthenfollowed by a number of small group meetings.
It is an amazing ministry, with dozens of volunteers
encouraging others to grow spiritually and find healing for pas
hurts.

When | arived home from the Post Officel started
dinner for the boys.

On the few occasions | cook, | usually make one meal fo
everyone. But tonighgyen though was running late, | took

requests. Our youngest son asked for a bologna sandwi¢

while our middlson asked faapeanut buttesandwich

While helping theph cookediwo cheeseburgersnefor
my oldest son andne formyself.As a side item, sautéd
some mushrooms for myseffilethe boys founahipsfrom
the pantry
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Week One

After dinner, he boys helpedean uphe kitchentable
and then asked to gottee basement to play basketball on our
four-foot tallplastidbasketball hoop.

oSure. o6 | said.

OLet 6s p uryoungdsiCsn séid his brothes
as he ran downstailde wageferring to theAtlantc Coast
Conferencea collegeathletic leaguevhich has a number of
teams that the boys admire

When the boyp | ay basket ball in
sometimes pretend to be players on these different colleg
teams an@venhaveseverahotebooks in aubasement with
the names of collegasidthe names aheir basketball teams
The University of Connecticut (or @onn) Huskies,the
Florida Gators, the Stetson Hatteesd the Vermont
Catamounts.

As | was claang up the dirty pans in our kitcherour
oldest sonran upstairgo tell me that our middle sohad
gotteninjuredwhile they were playibgsketball

(FinalScore when play was halted2283

He was still crying when | got to him.

| waseventuallyble to learn thdte had collided with his
olderbrother and &d fallen face first on the floor. His lip was
bleeding anlehad a scratch under his nose.

0Sorry, 6 our ol dest son s
hurt .o

oOLetds go upstairs and t al

The boys and | wenipstairs and turnetie television to
ESPN. Wewatched agame betweerha mends bas
teams fronthe University ofLouisvilleandthe University of
Pittsburgh. Surprisingly the unranKealisville Cardinals,
coached bYrick Pitinowere leadinm their game agairtbie
Pittsburgh Panthera teanrankedfifth in the nationCoach
Pi t iusecoBtBefull court press had created a number of
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turnoversandthe Cardinals lethirty-sixto nineteeratthe end
of the first half.

As | watchedhe game with the boys, | thoughouat the
work that| haddoneover the yeaiis Louisvilleandlaughed
thinking abouthe many ways h a theatd pebple sake
name of the city:

- Loueeville
- Loueyville
- Loo-ville

- Loohwvull

- Lou-uhwville

Several years ago when | wasmassignment therk,
hadtold my wife that it sounded like people had rocks in their
mouths when they said the name af tigy.

Our youngest sohadoverheard our conversation, and
when Suebroughtthe boys to visit mehea s k e d 0 Wh
all those people withthereack i n t heir mout h

Tonight, vinile watchinghe Louisville basketbajameon
television,the boys and Itook some time during the
commerciabr eaks t o plgane wéanetimks b
play in theamily roomwith a rolled up sodkat serves as a
ob a s k eandvaa &rda @n the wall that servesiaasiieb.

| lost eachdsockballb game that | played-ifal Score
against youngest s@0-19, Final Scoreagainst middle son:
21-14).

After Louisville beat Pittsburgh (Final Scoré&s36the
boys woked on their homework and then went to bed.

T h a wh&n my thoughts turnedRoa ul 6 s | et t
Go Eat Popcanoject.

Throughout thesveningl had been thinking abotlie
initial information that |1 had gathered the Go Eat Popcorn
projectat luntitime, andememberethat the firstthingthat |
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hadcalculatedvasthe total number of chaptershad counted
twentytotal chapters for the four letters

This evening however| remembered thahe chapter
numbers in the Bible were not added untilhmater long
after theBible had been written, so thember ofchapers
could not really give menuch helpful informationto work
with.

The same was true with the number of veisésd
counteds503verses, butilde the chapters, therse numbers
were ot added untimany yearsftar the Biblehad been
written. So knowing thatformationr eal | 'y di dnot
mucheither

But dter some thought, did think of a way that the
numbersouldbe helpful

oKnowing the total number of versesild help re in
planningnywritingschedulé, | sai d to myse

| divided the total number of verses, which Wwe& by
the number of chapterajhich were20, and came up with
25.15.

0So, that means that the average number of verses p
chapteiis around 25.  bugtit. h

That gave me an idea.

0 | fsperddone day on each of the twenty chapters, it
would take twenty days stay on track | sai d to
will needto remember that haveallocated one chapter per
day,omat | east 25 verses per di

oOn any jouneyd | t hi ot goggh tb knowo how
much ground you need to coger.

| thought next about the entire project.

o0 fll spend fifteen days working on the ovenderying
to see the big pictufeand then one day on each chapter
get into the granulatetails, | should be done in thifitye
days. o6 | said to myself f.
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oThat ¢ aU lcamcluded, thinking of howhe
writing projectould conclude a little more than a month.

During my eveningof watching basketbdllhad also
thought abouthe factthat there are many different types of
Bibles My bookshelf| noticed, containethe followingBible
translations

- TheNew International Version
- King James Version

- New Revised Standard Version
- Good News for Modern Man

- New Century Bible

- Amplified Bible

Earlier, | had foundthat P a u leti&rs coved only
seventeerpages in mNew International VerBidhe, tut |
thought, oWhae bt hpeopransl
Si z e d 0of theeBibdeor @ harggrint edition?Knowing

thenumberof paggsinmy Biblwondt readl y he

| was stumped for a minute.

owith hundreds ofdifferent translationsand formats,
how can | helpeopleunderstand the length thiese letterin
terms that they could relate&o?

It was then that | had the idea ddiggingthe text into a
word processoBt o see how t hdettelsen
compared to other documents

Next, | logged into my computer and wentateebsite
callecbiblegateway.com

Setting the version tthe New International Version
proceeddto viewall twenty of the chapters aheéncopythe
textinto a document on my computer.
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0Thi s [ehabla ltod help readers makeme
comparisosbetweenPa ul s | et t er ss.ldnd
thought as | copied the text.

In my modern word processaonjth singlespacedext
(setat a twelve point foptand an extrdine for chapter
headings, | founthatP a u | & sookltwertytsevepages.

| was surprised.

0That dsread 6l dt tdkdoturgre tthan |
expected. 6

Then | looked at the word amu Using my word
processqrwhich counted théext in each verse along with
chapter titlesand a few brieffootnotes, | saw thate four
letters of Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians and Colossial
consisted of 11,201 words.

ns

OWow. 6 | thoyght. aoTlheéer dber ea

| paused next to think of the next step.

ol wonder how | ong thetettenwo u
straight througlvithout stopping 6

So, | picked up my Biblea(New International Version
translatioly and went tany bedroom, where it wagliet and
turned to Galatians.

Just lefore | statied reading, | checked the tifvly. small
black digital clock indicated thavas11:04pm

00On your meor.kd, lgetaisdett,o m

| read the first vers# the Letter to the Galatians:

0 P a udpostErsent not from men not by man, but
by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised hin
from the dead and all the brothers with me, Grace
and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. o
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Then,l readthe remainingix chaptersf Galatiansthen
the six chapters iEphesians, thethe four chapters of
PhilippiangindColossians.

I didnot o0ospeed readd6d bu
either.l went at a pacthat | wouldead a nove§ newspaper
or amagazine.

I checked the time whémvas doned it wasl1:54pm.

| felt exhilaratedbnce | was finished readittge four
letters but | also felt tired.

ol read all Br olu gthh oi utgohhat waso
coolEverybody ought to try th
The total timdor meto read througfall four lettersvas

fifty minutes.

I had wanted tdakenotes along the way, bdatewthat
in thisinitial readingakingnotes would slow me down.

0ld lhave tine to Bke notes when | go through this
again.o6 | said to myself.

Soon | lay down tdeep pleased with my first foray into
an uncharted area 0 | talmostalike a reconnaissance
missiomp | t hought, i magining
checking out the terrainegsk i ng t o getd a 61

As | was falling aslegpthought about wat | had read,
and alsdhe weather. Alargeamount ofsnow was scheduled
to fall in the middle of the nightuehadbeen listening to the
weatherforecaston our televisiordownstairswhile | was
reading and when Ihadfinishedreadingshetold me thabur
county was already under a winter weather alert.

As | was drifting off to sleep | realized tbatthis day
sixteen yeaggol had called Sueds f
The night | called,ehwasworking as dimekeepeet a
Hi g h S c hbasketball gournaméasd so | hadcaled

his housaeveral timdsefore he arrived home.

43

i

d

[

my
at

ny s
ay

t h




Week One

ouUmé o | when d ifidally reached hiran the
telephone 0 Ahé. wel | . 6

0Yes?0 he asked politely.

oWel I , you know that | [
| ove youilstathmeregtht er . 6

He was silent as | continued.

oWel I , I just wanted to c¢

for Sueds hand in marriage.
The pause seemed to last an eternity.
0 We | | dedinallyreplied.
(Final Score: ME),000000).
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Day Four - Tuesday
(February 13, 200- 10.53pm)

| woke up this morning to the news ttregb o ysch@ol
was cancelletlie to the bad weather.

An areanorth of our housgl learnedreceived fifteen
inches of snow. In our communityowever,we received
abouttwo inchesof snow,followedby sleet and freezing rain.
The roads, theelevisiomewsreportstold us, wergerybad.

As Sue had taken off wdHe week before toe with the
boyswhen school as cancellethen | volunteered to take
today offof work

In the morning, whilehe kids playedasketbalin the
basemen | napped on thiving roomcouch Then at noon |
made the b®junch Afterwardswe worked around the house
and shoveled the icy driveway.

For dinnerl cooked chicken, green beans, and sautéed
more mushrooms.| could not believethat | had actually
cooked two nights in a rowwas an uncommon occurrence.

Later in the eveninwe watchedthe University of
Kentuckyme n 6 s b a s kvieotweradnked dighteenth (
in the nationplaythe unrankedJniversity ofTennesseteam
The first halfended with Kentucky dowgy ten points20to
30 In the secondhalf, the KentuckyWildcats werable to tie
the game, bunh the endthe Tennessee Volunteers were able
to get the win. (Final Scofennessee 89, Kentu@g).

Throughout the dayny thoughts turned to sixteen years
agq when orlWednesday February 13t891) hadasked Sue
to marry me.

| laughed whehrememberdthat| hadplanned outthe
proposakeveral weeks in advance
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To keep the proposal a secret from Ehadgoten an
extra key from Karerher roommate,ral let myself intdgheir
emptyapartmenturing the afternoorof the 13 while Sue
and her roommate were at work. While | was theuiéed
some of heold clothegincludinga pair ofgreen Army fagjue
pantsan oldsweatshirand a pair of tennis shpéto a duffel
bag andatalled my Grandmothay tell her about my plans.

0ltds going to be a big s

00Ohl,dm shee doesndt oOkmyow
Grandmothesaiddoubtfullywith alaugh o1 & | | bet

After packing upseveral moretems | drove to the
nursing home ithesmall town were Sue worked

Shewas expecting me, akdd told het wanted to take
her to dinner. However nshegotto the cal got outthe
duffel bag from the backeat

0 Wh at 0 Sueaskhd. s ? 0

0Just <changethat are iotha bage Yolud@t h

s e étoldher.
So,Sue went back into the buildiwhere she worked
andchangednher clothes and eventugit back ito my car
Next,| drove s out of town.

OWhere are we going?6 she

0OYoudll see. 6 | said with

Envisioninga romantic hikéhrough a scenic trail, | drove
out of town to a nearby nature preserve that we had
frequented in the summertime

After | stopped at the parkihgt of the nature preserve, |
grabbed another bag from my car.

OWhat are we doagamg her e?6

0OYoudll see.o6 | said againh

trail . 6
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My engagement scheme wstairting out perfectly,
however,| soon realized thahere were a few things that
hadndot iot@nhyplan. at ed

The first wasnightfall. Early in the eveningin mid
February in thé&merican Midwest, the daylight quickly fades
So, ly the time we arrived at thature preserveutside of
town, t wasnearlypitch dak.

O0This isndt twokshebagut dbtheear s a
and we stumblethrough the darkneswer thebarelyvisible
trailtowardanearbypond.

0This really doesndt seem

Thesecondhingthatl h a d n @donwasitheanud. a t

It was mieFebruary, ant had been rainirgarlier in the
day and the previous days befdfach s¢p that we took on
the trailbrought more and momaud clingingtightly to our
shoes andhe legs obur pants The brown muck made us

walk slowlyprompting Suetoks, 0 Tel | wmeareagai r

doing here?bd6

Slowly, w walked a few hundred yards tmallpond
Whenwe stopped pulled a smablanketout of the second
duffel bag and placed din the cold, muddy groumgkar the
water

Then | pulled out a red candy box from the bag.

0This is for you.o6 | said)]

Sue pulled open the box and quickly pulled dperg
out

oWait. o6 | ¢ raipiekdpaper sing shat € had o
made onto the ground, thinking that it was part of the
wrappiry paper.

After a moment of searchindound the pink pagr ring
(The paperingwas a substitufer a real ring. | wanted her to
pick something oubtherliking)

owill you marry me?d6 | asl
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Week One

She looked into my eyes.

0 Y e $e said softlgas she lane put the paper ring on
her finger

We stayedor only a short time near the poad he
frigid winterair had made umth very cold.

Mud covered, we drowack to the small town where Sue
worked Soon we arrived atsmall red house'h er e S
friendnamedMichellelived.

Sue had gone to high school and college with Michellg
and worked with her at the nursing home.

We were greeted at the door by Michelle and her
boyfriend MarkAfter letting us inMark gave mesomething
warmto drink while Suechangd back into her clothes from
earlier in the day.

0 N o w t weheayou guys doing at the nature prearve
Mark askedas he looked at my mud covered blue.jeans

OWe got engaged. 6 | said.

0 Ser iboeausailamnazed at my response 0 | t h
youtwo were j&ing with us earlievhen you came to the door
and told us that 6

OHey Moé ch e Itdteelothardom.0 Dav e a
Sue are really engaged! ¢

00h gwsh! 6 yelled Michell
kidding!é

That nightwedrovetbue ds parent ds h

On the way tdheir housgwe listened to the radiothe
University of Kentucksn e nbasketball team, legitheirnew
coachnamedRick Pitingdefeated the University of Tennessee
Volunteers(Final Scoréentucky85, Tennesséd).

0l t ds a malms mgpened in thetsiiteen years

U e C

14

v

D U Q

D U ¢

since thenoday | orSaufel eacntdestdire h av e

o fups@nd dowidls o v e r , buth éhinkyweeadrvse gr
closer to each othereAb ve been b Igeakidse d
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GettingStarted

andgoodjobhdh e r e 8 s nud hawva predistesixteem
yearsagewhato u r | i

After | put the kids to betbnightl was able t@o more
reflection, not on the passixteen years, buather onthe
previous sixteen hours, realizimat | haddevelopedh pretty
bad attitudeboutproceeding witthe Go Eat Popcqmnoject.

OMay b bddause stygkouidivei de ea
saidinitiallyto myself, thinking of thenow and ice thatadl

cancelled the kidds school
o0No, t in@ r & codiclsdedafter considering it
further.

Eventually Ipulled out my yellow legal pad andte a
list of reasons for my discouragement:

1. Timing
2. Interest
3. Subject Matter

| started with the first item on my liBiming .

ol guessmy discouragemerdtarted when | began
thinking aboutl a st timing testd sl t hFRifty g h
minutes to reatbur of P a u | 6 sThdt seensdike torrg
time for someone to read. 0

| paused.

oMaybel could rename thizooklet Fifty Minutes with Paul
instead of5o Eat Popcorrd

| paused again, feeling even more discouraged.

o just copevlitwanttdhspemdfiftypminutes
readinghe Biblgd saiddejectedly o  myMagbEfifteen 0
or thirty minutesB u t not almokttay hour.t Witla t
today®s GéMer ati ono, [ j ust
attention span to keep read
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Week One

oMaybe | coul d | Gordat Popcdrne
booKet? 6wohdered oMaybe | couohlyg f
or Ephesianenlyinstead of all four lettersd

0 Buhenitwo u |l d@dBat Pbpeord | sai d

olf | just focused on Galatians and Ephesidoa,would just
beGo Eab

0l dve got Oteaventkhadiyomcludgd i dlg , t
itds what Godjuswaarn Gta bdelacdlled d
@50 for Galatianspr 6 E #ot Ephesiansor @so Eaj or &at
Popcdiror justdopcadn should try tacoverall four of Pad s
Go EatPopcoérret t er s . 6

| thought next about the second itdrat| had listedn
my feelings of discouragemanbut the prp e dnterest.®
Throughout the dayl, had becomemore and more
discouraged aghought about how & heen able to salhly
a few Christian resources in the f@astyears
S | wondeed 0 &dybbdy evebe interested inthe
Go Eat PopcdraoklePThey havenot been
ot her resources. 0
| pausé to think.
OThere arealreadya lot of resourceabout the New
Testament and lot ofc o mme nt ar i es |0 nd oPal

want to make something that looks like all of the other books

out thered

| paused again.

oBut, maybeGo Eat Popcavifl be differentMaybe it will
strike a chord with peopl¢ho have had some difficulty with
Scripture Maybe it will be differeenhough for people to take
an interest iit. 0

| paused/et again.

ol noetldnt about who the audience will be Gar
Eat Popcorriiconcluded.
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After thinking for a moment, Wwrote down my
description of thedeal reader:

OChristians who want to

0That dgenemgr elt ttyhought .
oBuhat 6s what abButhey Wwese writtert t
to Christians as an explanatiothefln ew | i f e i n (
oMaybeGo Eat Popcarill helppeople understand what
Paul said to the Early Chuich | ¢ o fndimaybedtavill 0
helpmodern readsiof Pauldiscover more abothé@ new life
in Christ todayoo. 6
0That wouldéd Ibda Whgthhelr, so

a new Christian, or i f theyld

GoEatPopcarm ul d hel p. 6

OHopefullyé | added.

OBut, Ineedto lepitbasi6 | t hought.
many Christians who have not had much traonrgpw to
study the Bible or have learned much about Christian
theol ogy. 6

| paused again to think.

01 keepitsimple6 Ito nyselffekling better now
about theproject.d | f miake i easy for readers to folldw
could really be a helpful resouiaenew Christianto learn
the basics of Pdulsvriting, as well aa resourcego help
encourage people who have been Christians for a long tim
l'i ke me. 6

Next, my thoughts turned tthe final word on my list:
OSubject Mattei.

As | was readiniprough thefour New Testamerietters
the night before, found mygelf feeling excited about the
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content.0This isall about new life in Chriét, | sai d t
severaimesOo Thi s i s goi,alghought. be s
However, asWwasreadingl found that the subject matter
in some of the lacesvas challenging andthrted to become
more and moreoncerned about how | would address it.
It started bout halfwayinto readingGalatians last night,

when | had the thought 6 Wo w, s 0 me really t
confusing. I tds goi nigoutindhet a
Go Eat Popcopooklet I hope that pecg
confusedorquitas | try to expl ain

oOWh at shoul d | do about t
wondered.

| paused for a while to think about it.
0Ol dveegpt itosk mpl e, mpselft c

In addition to the few confusing passagdasad also
noticed that in dl four of the letters Paul wrote about
Oci r cumc iurgiicongigionand 0

Pondering the idea of circumcision, honestly, made me
little queasy.

0l s evermins i s s ue \wonderedmnd hever 6
heard anyone argue that onceambecomes a Chriah they
should be ecumcised i ke t hey dWhatsliow P 3
Idotoaddress hi s ? 6

| paused again

oo dve got t o .Oafihdlycenslsdedt! hbi 6ss
something that Paul wrote abowgreif itmight makeneand
the readersf Go Eat Popcarlittlequea s y . 6

After making that decision, | thought of one additional
item thatfell under the title obSubject Mattei6 which was
something thdthad read in Philippians.

It wasPaud description ofredestination

52

hi
k e
pl

he

AUl




GettingStarted

| thought about howfor most of my twentyears as a
Christian, | have learned much from Christidrmsarepart of
what is kown as the Reformed Tradition. With these
Christians the notion of predestination is regularly spoker
aboutpositveband seen as part of G

0But| hawe a lot of fiends who will reject any mention of
predestination. o6 | thoudght .
address t . O

0OBut it onk aall edtstb grgeed.mitimyiself.

0l just cand6t ignor einitdrfedb ec
thati t dsehevant for their 1ive
Thenl said a quick prayer,
| paused to thinabout mydiscouragement today and the
manytimesin the afternoon when | thought tHat wo u | d

continue with the project.

ol canodt figallytojd myselfivl 6 need t
on with the Go Eat Popcopmnoject. This will be good.

53

I
od

au.

oL




Week One

Day Five - Wednesday
(February 142007 11:39pm)

Last night we received more snow, on top of the snow,
and icdrom the previous dagnd because of the tcharous
roads, lte kids were home again from school

I didndét want to t akakeddno
from my home office. | felt bad however, &cause i d n &
have a chance to speadytime withthe kids as gnentire
workdaywas spentrothe phondn conference catheetings.
After two initial calls in thenorning | was on a call that
startechte | e v e nanalé&wsd footlrde hours. Sloe boys
had avery late luma t t w owhend wdgimally&vailable
to help them Then,| was on aniher conference catat
startecht 2:3(and lastedntli f i ve o00dcl ock.

| am fairly certain thabur youngest son played a
computer game call®hckyard Basebalirlythe entire day
whiletheolder boys read and playledir Game Cubsystem

Sue wentinto work in the morningand when she
returned homshereported that the roads ieegenerally clear.

As today isVal ent i,nSeedad IDdegided to
celebrate with a dinneat our neighborhood Chinese
restaurantAs we lacked a sitter, we brought theshwith us.
The restaurans usually empty, btdnight it was completely
full, taking @er an houfor usto get our food. & wewaited
we talked about our d&which was pretty uneventfalnd
eventually theconversatiortiurned to basketbals it usaily
does in the winter and spring.

The boys gaves ther initial picks for thedFinal Foudr
(the name forthe four teamsthat will be in final weekermud
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themends NCAA c otburnempeethatisheddine t b
March). The consensusetween the boysasthat the Final
Four teamswould be:Ohio Sate, Wisconsin, Floridand
UCLA.Among h o s e mak i nSgveet Sixteenor t h
OElite Eigtdt , t h e y mighthbeAir drdrde, Washington
State Georgetownand KansasWith several weeks of the
regular season remaininghey were all hopeful thatheir
favorite teams wouldlay welland be one of the sixtyve
teams selected fthre tournament

As we waited for our food,told the boys the story of
sixteen years ago,n V al Baytin 19% dvisen their
Mom and | droveto a local jeweleand picked out her
engagement and wedding rings.

| told themthat Suehadlooked at anumber of ringst
the jewelersand had difficulty deciding tre preciseing to
pickon the morning of the fourteenth

OAfter spendingnost of the morning at the storeje
went to lunch at aearby deliwhereyour Mom said that she
wasndt which ng ta piab Ltald them.

OMaybe thatbh er ki nd wo wduntedbee b
saying.
OAfter lunchwe went back téhe store and lookeal
some moreings It reallytookal ong ti me. 6 | t
oOAfter a while your Moitm f]i

nowd and d eenifidtaidg thatnshestavhae the
storein the morning

Sue hashad the wedding ringver since. For en
h owe v er ne throdgh éewomvgduing bandsl lost my
original one while swimmingdmearby lake a few years ago,
but Sue was able to finahotherone that looked nearly
identicato it.
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Week One

As we waited thought about artber verymemorable
Val entind@s Day i dbodtit It dcaudred t

he

sevenyeasf t er we pi cked.QuuotdestSue o s

son was very littlat the timeandour younger boys wenet
yetborn.

For Val e nl898 hdeddsd tgplany romantic
evening with Sue, abdught tickets to playat anewtheater
in the round, inside a largeew contemporary theater in
downtown Cincinnati.

OHow i ncr eddi bll yt hrooungahntt i as,
that eveningnd | looked over at Sue in hexclil dress.

There were only a few rows of seats that surrounded th
round stage, so we were very dosghere the actors would
be performing

0 Thwillbesogredt, | t hought .

OHappy Val,bmndwn.e® sl Dayi d
lookedi nt o Swoeyéss br ow

Soon | began flippinthrough the Playbilthe booklet
that tells about the plagnd| smiled as readthroughthe
act or 8 s ahdthe advedigemants.s

| read about tha ¢ t schedute and thought abdle
other plays that would be irgsting to take Sue to.

Things were going waelhtil | came across a shocking
announcement in uppercase bold print tlead,

ONOTICE , A GUN SHOT SIMULATION WILL
OCCUR WHEN THE THEATER IS DARK . 6

0Thatds strange. 6 | thougl

And thenl remembered more altothe play that | had
purchased tickets for.

0Oh. isoont hought . oOWhat have
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When | had purchased the tickets several weeks
beforehand, | had given timughtto its contentl hadsimply
been focused on how romantic of an idea seeing withlay
Sue on Valentineds Day woul

I hadnot t hought t hat t
accusations of unfaithfulness and murder.

The playl took my wife twas on
oOtheld by Wil liam Shakespeare.

0 Wh at h a v e hought dgain & Miitad twot
actors walkedn tothe stage.

ONo6 | said to myself

Soonthe actor playinRoderigo addresdlagowith the
opening lines of the play

OTushl never tell me ; |
That thou, lago, who hast had my purse
As if the stringsweteh i ne, shoultdst K

Let 0s j u sshortlys atgrthe t playa beganthe
romantic eveningok a sudden turn for the worse.

The dramatic performance was easy to follow. It wag
about awealthy mar(named Othellowho is tricked by a
of ri ¢nankd lagp into thinking th& Desdemona
( Ot hel |I oarfaghfuwi f e) i s

As the play unfolded, | slunk deeper and deeper into my
seat.

Following closely to the words that | had first read during
my Senior Year of High School, lago lie®tbello about
howDesdemona hdaeen unfaithful.

And just like | remembered it, lago planted Baszin a 6 §
handkerchief on Cassio, one

57

he

t a

no

of



Week One

Then, in a modern revision of the play, the actor playing
Othello pulled out a large silver handgun andtisbactress
portrayingDesdemona. True to the warningnithe Playbill
booKet, the shot was very realistic #r@lnoiseechoedoudly
throughout the small theat@he actress playing Desdemona
clutched her chest and pretended to die just a few feet from us.

At the endof the play Sue told me that she had a
headache and we went home right after the play was over.

So much for a romantic Val

ltwasnor e | i ke the Valentinelds

Tonight, &er our dinnerat the Chinese restauraamid
after the kids were asleep, | thought altbatGo Eat Popcorn
projectandhosed r e por t erd:s questi ons o

- Who?
- What
- Wher?
- Wher@
- Why?
ol need t @HIOdoektionfirdt. 6t hle s ali
myself.
OWho wasthe authd? 6 |  Ansl kieadcan | éearn
about him?betterrer ead t he | etters adgd

dtting at our kitchen table, | opened my Bibleranead
thefour letters. A | made notes | decided that | should make
use of the standard abbreviations for the letters:

- Gal.for Galatians

- Eph. for Ephegans

- Phil. for Philippians
- Col. for Colossians
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As | was raeading the letters, Hoticed that at the
beginning of each of the lettethe authdd s i den
revealed:

- OPaulan apostfe sent not from men nor by
man, but by Jesus Chri

- OPaulan apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of
Godéo (Eph. 1:1)

t

- OPaubnd Ti mothy, servant

(Phil. 1:1)

- OPaulan apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of
Godéo (Col . 1:1)

In all four of the letter®aul identifiechimself as the
autha.

| also noticd that at the beginning dhree of the four
letters, Pauhlsoincludedthe termaposti® describe himself
(in oneof thoseletters,Paulidentifiedhimselfsimplyas an
dOapostl eod, but in two of t
appstle of ) .)Christ Jesusbé

The letter to thePhilippians, | noticed waslightly
different. In that letter, Padid not usethe term apostle, but
insteaddescribedh i ms e Isdrvaf €hrish Fesuso

h

OMaybe | can explore nhhds

over the next few weeks. 0
need to focusonthebigi ct ur e. O

As | rereadthe letterslooking to learn more about Paul,
I was impressed by hale lettersseemedo be so very
personain naturewith Paul, the writereferring frequentlp
himself.
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I noticedt hat t he woquittfrequerdlysovla s
made note of some of thestancesvherethe wordwas used
There were many

Week One

o0am astonishedédé (Gal

o/want you to knowodé ( Ga
Ot he /pmascpheeldd ( Gal . 1:1
oOpersecuted the church
oopposed himé (Gal. 2:
ohave been crucified wi
opl ead with youd (Gal

oam confidento (Gal. 5

o/ have not stopped gi Vi

(Eph. 1:16)

o/am | ess t han t he | ea
(Eph. 3:7)

ourge youd (Eph. 4:1)

o0t hank my God every t
(Phil. 1:3)

0have you in my hearto
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GettingStarted

0/ press on to take hold of that for which Christ

Jesus took h3lR)d of me
o/pl ead withédé (Phil. 4
o/laboe 6 ( Col . 1:29)

owant you to knowo6 (Co
oam struggling for you

oam present with youbo

oam in chainsdé (Col . 4

ovouch for himé (Col

o, Paul, we&i8 e thisd (
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| soon realized thahére were&venmore instances than
theseso on my legal pad | made the foltmgaghart,to count
thenumberot i mes t hat t he word ol

Paul 8s Relimsele nces t
(Number of Times 0 | appeary

Ch. | Galatians| Ephesians| Philippians | Colossians

20 4 28 5

22 15

5
2 14 0
14 21 5

QW IN|F

9

Nk (NviN|o

6 14

Total: 81 21 78 15

In looking at the chart | saw that | was only partially right
in thirking thatall of the lettersnadefrequent use of the word
olo

Paul used the pronourith great frequendg Galdians
and Philippiangwith eightyone instances in Galatiamasd
seventeightinstances in Philippian8utin thelongletter to
the Ephesians 0 | appeared rdy twentyone timesin its six
chaptersAnd in Colossians, the woagppeared onlfifteen
times in its four chapters.

OPer haps Ephesi ans i s |l es

myself.
0 Ireallyneed to tryto understand more about Rand

what he wasying to say in those lettérsthought.
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Day Six- Thursday
(February 15, 200710.57pm)

The kids hatanot her  daayostayingcmg 6
again from school.

They wat ¢ h e dNapaldore Dymaditei @ & h e
morning and afterwasdpent the day playing in our basement
while quoting lines from the movi®©ne of their favorite
scenes which they lovedo recreate happened at the
beginning of the movie, betweagro character namedDon
and NapoleonIn the scene, Napoleon (whotih® main
charactepf the movie)provides this improbable explanation
ofwhat ohe di:d | ast summer 6

Don: Hey, Napoleon. What did you do last summer
again?

Napoleon Dynamite: | told you! | spent it with my
uncle in Alaska hunting wolverines!

Don: Did youshoot any?

Napoleon Dynamite: Yes, like 50 of 'em! They kept
trying to attack my cousins, what the heck would you
do in a situation like that?

Don: What kind of gun did you use?

Napoleon Dynamite: A freakin' 12jauge, what do
you think?

The boys coninued by recitingother lines from the
movie:

- 0Gosh Kip, pass the nafjht

- 0Can | have some of yojur

- ol bet I can throw thi

mountains. o
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It was pretty funny hearirayr seven, eight and eleven
year olddo theirbestimpressiongrom the movie antbudly
repeating Napol eondd ! 6avaori
other.

| worked from home in the morning atieén left the
boys with Sue andentto a nearbyffice in the afternoonl
could have worked froomy homeoffice in the afternooras
well, but | was feeling claustrophotadter beinghome all
week.

While | was tawork | receivedan email from our oldest
S 0 nbasketballcoach. The emaihcludedthe weekeri s
schedule of games, drghw that w would be busy:

- Friday: 10:00pm

- Satuday: 11:00am
- Saturday: 7:00pm
- Sunday: 12:00pm

OFour gamesiWo w , t hatds a lidbtb o
myselfas laddedhese games to my calendar alongsithe of
otherboy® g #hateere scheduled for the weekend

- Saturday 8:00am (for our youngas} s
- Saturday 1:00pm (for our middle son)

Normally, weattendatotal of threebasketbaljames on a
weekend (one for each of the thbeyg, but because our
ol de s tcoachbad Sighed the team up to play a
tournamenthe hadthree additional tourrmeent games to play.

After work | drove to ou churchto meet Sudor a
me et i n gTheaHeaingtCenter t he n e helpbui
servethe needy in our community.

As | drove| enjoyed looking at trenow that was piled
up high next to the roadways dhd manyice covered stop
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signs andtreet signd.ong icicles hung off of power lines and
telephone wires, as if someonethealvn coldwater on them
and then instantlpjad them rozen. | felt thankful that the
streets were not sligkth ice and snoanymore.

When | arrived at our churchhle ar d moThe a
Healing Cerdter pr oj ect . | n a dedfottheo n
teenagers, the church waso raising money for vaater
drilling project in NigeriaThe total cost for the capital
campaignwas $12.6 million dollars.Our pastor shared a
PowerPoint slide thatstimatd that fifteen percenbf the
familiesin the churctwould provideorty-five percenof the
budgetfor the projectThatnumber was staggering to me.

Later in the evening, afteue and hadreturned homd,
turned my thoughts to ti&o Eat Popcamoject.

Yesterdayl, remembered, had learned a Idiy counting
the number of as osedt had deethatw o r
with the exception of Ephesians, the letters hadrderof
references to the author

Tonight | wanted tdearn more abouwhohad written
these fourletters sol read thdettersagain andnade a list of
words that Paulsed to describe himself.

In Galatians, | saw that Paul described himself as:

- anapostle(Gal. 1:1)
- aservantof Christ (Gal. 1:10)
- abrotherto those in the church (Gal. 1:11)

- initially zealousin the traditions of his fathers
(Gal. 1:14)
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set aparby God (Gal. 1:15)

someone who formerlgersecutedthe church
(Gal. 1:23)

someone whgreachesthe faith (Gal. 1:23)
aJewby birth (Gal. 2:15)

one who put hig/t/ in Christ Jesus (Gal. 2:16)
one thatChrist lives within (Gal. 2:20)

0 grisonert o t he |ha vaine thaghf o r
in Christ(Gal. 3:23)

set freeby Christ (Gal. 5:1)

In Ephesians, Paul described himself as:

an gpostle(Eph. 1:1)
blessedby God (Eph. 1:3)
chosenby God (Eph. 1:4)
predestinedby God (Eph. 1:5)
adopteaby God (Eph. 1:5)
forgivenof his sins (Eph. 1:7)

one whogives thanksfor the church (Eph. 1:16)
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- onewho praysfor thechurch (Eph. 1:17)

- G o duwioskmanship(Eph. 2:10)

- Ot prsonerof Chri st Jesus f

(Eph. 3:1)

- one who hageceivedGo d 6 s (Bph. &2) e

- one who hasreceived Go d 0 s r eve

(Eph. 3:3)

- aservantof the gospel (Ep 3:7)

- Olessthantheleass f Godoés peopl

- one whopraysfor the church (Eph. 3:16)

- Oa@risonerf or the Lorddé (Ep

- O aambassador n chainso6 (Ephj|

In Philippians, | saw that Paul described himself as:
- aservanto Jesus ChtigPhil. 1:1)

one whapraysfor the church (Phil.1:4)

apartnerin the gospel (Phil 1:5)

- having the church 0i
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Week One
in chainsfor Christ (Phil. 1:13)

one whodefendeathe gospel (Phil 1:16)
rejoicing because Christ is preached (Phil. 1:18)
desiringto be with Christ (Phil. 1:23)

desiring to boastabout the church (Phil. 2:16)

being poured out 61 i k e a dr i
(Phil. 2:17)

wanting to hear news about the church
(Phil. 2:19)

a fellow brother worker and soldiewith
Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:25)

In Colossians, Paul described himself as:

an gpostleof Christ Jesus (Col. 1:1)
praying forthe church (Col. 1:3)
a fellow servanof Epaphras (Col. 1:7)

rescued from the dominion of darknes
(Col. 1: 13)

in the kingdom of the Son (Col. 1:13)

forgiven(Col. 1:14)
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- aservantof the gospel (Col. 1:23)

- commissioned by God to share the gospel
(Col. 1:25)

- proclaiming Christ (Col. 1:28)

- one whoadmonishesandteachedqCol. 1:28)
- struggling for the church (Col. 2:1)

- proclaiming the mystery of Christ (Col. 4:3)
- afellowservanto Tychicus (Col. 4:7)

- afellowprisonerto AristarchugCol. 4:10)

- Inchains(Col. 4:18)

| sawmanysimilaritiedbetween the four letters asehd
the wordsthat Paul used to describe himskifer thinking
about these for a few moments, | wrote down three descriptor
on my yellow legal pad that Paul seemiedgoentlyuse
-0in chainso
-oservant
-one who opreacheso

I thought first about howPaul frequetly referredto
b e i in chainso.

Thisphr ase, O0i n c htaak mané@ams w a
being undeguard or in prison. Paul used the phsasen
different timesn three of the letter€Ephesians, Philippians,
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and Colossiahssayingamong otherhings)thathe wasd a n
ambassador i n cahdavasmis ¢haing Bp h .
Christ (Phil. 1:13)

I remembered fronseminary long aghow scholars
describedP a uldttérsfrom prison asThé Prison Epistles

0OAre all four offl ¢eh20lletwa
0 Ga |l gtolhahlyis sot a prison episti@ | conc
6ssince it doesndt have otamat

other references to prisord

| re-readthe three letters thatader e f er ence t
¢ h ai n bféundat migresting thaPaulgaveclearreason
forhisb ei ng 0 ilrColas$iand dsadhath e wa s
chaibnescba,use he was procl ai mi

(Col. 4:3). IrEphesianh e sai d that he w
Christ Jesus forthesaké you Gent.i |l esod (
0So, i t 6s c&misoner df some sorPndnen |
he wrote Ephesia, Philippians, and Colossidns,I c o nc |
oBcause he was telling othe

What wasastonishingo me as | reread the letters was
that evenin the midst of this difficultgf b e i ng @i, n
Pauldid not complaimbout his circumstancés fact, he saw
his difficultyas anopportunity for others (and himselfp
shar e t he abogt Chlristin Rhdippsres he wrote:

0é wh a &s hdppened to me has really served to
advance thbhbcausegpbmypckabst of the
brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speal
the word of God more courageously and feartessly.
(Phil. 112,14)

It also seemetb me as | was reading theserds that
perhapsPaul saw himself as not just suffetiegause of
Christ, but because tbfe churches that he was writing tm
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Philppians 2.7, he wroted B u t even |f | am b

like a drink offering on the sacrifice and secageng from
your faith, | am glad and rejoice with all of po@nd in
Colossians 1:28aulwr ot e, ONow | rej
sufferedfor you. 6

0 S Paulsaw himself suffering for God, the gospel
for the Early Church | concluded.

It was fascinatingtoreBda u | 6 s c bislettertos i
the Colossian churcht the end bthe letter he encouraged
his readers teemembehis suffering for Christ and for their
sake with the words

ORemembermychinsd ( Col . 4: 1§

Anothersimilaritythat | noticedbetween the lettereas
that Pauusedt h e wervanb to describe himsela sel
descriptive term thaPaul usedin all four of the letters:
ol f I were stildl tryin
beaservanbof Chri st . 6 (Gal

- ol b e seavamof thas gospel by the gift of
God's grace given me through the working of his
p o w gEph. 8:7)

- oPaul a n servdnisonfo t hhyr,i st J
(Phil. 1:1)
- 0 Paul,have become aervané ( Co |l . 1:
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| noticed thatheword 0 s e r appeateden times in
thefour ldters, as a description of Pasiwell as a description
of others.Interestinglyjust as Pautlad giverseveral reasons
for b e i n ghealsoimdicatethathevsa® servanto
at least two thingsn IGalatians an@hilippians he saiblat he
was emantoo§Chrst 6 ( Gal . 1:10 a
Ephesians and Colossians, Paul added that halseaa
servant tahegospef Christ:

0 T hi s gospe/thdt Yo heard and that has been

proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and o
which |, Paul, have becomeeavant Now | rejoice

in what was suffered for you, and | fill up in my flesh
what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for
the sake of his body, which is the church. | have
become itservantby the commissioGod gave me

f

to present to you the ward

(Col. 1:225)

Not only didPaulindicatethat hewasa servant, but so
wasChristwhomPaul served, explainithgit Christt o o k 0t
very nature of. a servantoé (

| found it challeging reaitig P a uded@ription obeing
a servant. My iétl mental image of a servant efesomeone
who was pooy servingsomeone who was ri@nd perhaps
even feelingishamed of their position life. Yet & | read
Paul & showewen shathathewascompletelwilling to
be a servanto Christ and to the gospéhstead of being
ashamedf hislowly positionPaulwasseeminglgageto be
Ch r isevand. s

As the night grew latedecidedthat | should focus my
attentoon e xt onomB.aul 6s act.i
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seems | i&letofia aclionschwmnd r |i
telling others abotihe gospel | sai d t o myse

So | reread the letters again, looKioiginstances of Paul
telling others about the message of Chwkat | found was
that Paulfrequenlly descriled himselas one whapreache®
andoproclaimso:

O wgreachedt o youdé (Gal . 1:

0t he gmeaghedis ndt something that
man made upo6 (Gal. 1:1

oBut when God, who se
and called me by his grace, was pleased tb reve
his Son in me so that | migiteac/him among

the Gentiles (Gal. 1:1%)

0They only h eThea whan twhoe
formerly persecuted us is n@wreaching the
faith he once tried to destidy(Gal. 1:23)

ol went in response to a revelation and efetré
them the gospel that preach among the
Gentile (. B3 |

othey saw that | had been entrusted with the task
of preaching the gospel to the Gentifes
(Gal. 2:6)

0As you know, it was because of an illness that |
first preachedthe gospel to you(Gal. 4:13)
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- OBrothers, if | am stilbreaching circumcision,
why am | still being persecutefial. 5:11)

- OAlthough | am less than the least of all God's
people, this grace was given mgréachto the
Gentleste unsearchabl(Ephr i g
3:8)

- 0This is the gospel t N
beenprocl/aimedto every creature under heaven,
and of whi ch |, Paul ,
(Col. 1:24)

- OWe proclaim him, admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone perfect in Chrig{Col. 1:28)

- 0And pray for us, too,
for our message, so that we npayc/aim the
mystery of Christ, for which | am in chains. Pray
that | mayproclaimi t cl ear | vy, as
4:34)

What | saw ri rereading the letters was thRaul
described himself as omo preachesand proclaims the
gospelandthe mystery of Christto theGentiles

ol n e e dnto tthat mdr@ ¢ said to myself as |
finishedre-reading the letters.
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As | was wrapping upfdund it interesting that not only
did Paul describe licheesl6f
Opr ocl aihmsaléo dasarited Jesusas one who
0 pr e @l BEphaebianRaulexplainedhat Jesus,

ocame ang@reacheadpeace to you who were far away
ard peace tthose who were ne&or through him we
both have a@ss to the Father by one Sgirit

(Eph. 2:1718
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Day Seven Friday
(February 16, 200711:32pm)

I worked in downtown Cincinnatiday {vhich isabout
an houd s htrdffiefleom our houske At workl found out
that 1 would need to go to Toront€anadaoon For that
initial trip | would probablyspend a day or two thebeit will
likely return often potentially for several months during the
spring and summer.

| took the news with mixed etians. On one hand, ike
doing different things and exploring new plaaetsso going
to Canadd thought wouldbe fun. On the other hand, being
away from Sue and boys for a number of weeldk only
home on the weekendsduld beverytough on our fianily.

After work | joined Sue and the boys for dinaéra
neighborhood restauraanid then returned home to watbh
end of The News Howith Jim Lehrex televisio news
program. Watching the progranore of my favorite things to
do early ora Friday night | enjoywatchingwo of the sho
commentatorsDavid Brooks and Mark Shields theyshare
verbal jaband analysin governmeial policyand politics

Just before nine o0dclock
into the dakness of the cold wit nightand droveo a gym
about twenty miles north of our houbéo s t of ou
basketbaljames are on Satursldyut this Friday night game
was the first of several tournament gafmesis team this
weekend

It was latet e n g Wherl tloggakebegarbut | soon
sawmy fathefin-law (vho the kids caPapa Philwalk into
the gynto cheeon hisoldestgrandson
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Our oldestsord s plaea @ team that wasry good
and they trailed throughout the gaffimal ScoréSo n 6 s t €
37,0pponentH7)

On the drive homey thoughts turned t@n extension of
y e s t eguedtiarfordthee Go Eat Popcqnoject

Yesterday, lhad tried to address thdirst of the
0 r e p oguest®ms @ s wappeoacing a topic. | hadasked
O Who®r6 mor e s p e gsiitfthat wrbtd these 0
l etters?d and i n adlgamnedd lotg
about Paul, the author of the foutdes.

0 T onilgshid tp égself,0l need to look atWHO
ELSE is referred to in the lettéass.

| pausedo clarify my ideas

0So, lesdes Paulyhosi s menti oned i n

| thought for a few moments.

ol know t h a tot aboatlesuanadJdewesince
Gentessol dplart on studying thoseibjectseparately. (B
what about theothempeople in his letters? $eems Kie he
mentions his cavorkersand otherss | ot . 6

After | arrived homel| did another reading f Pau
letters and noted the times thtiterpeoplewere referenced

In the letter to th&alatiand read about:

- theGalatians

0 Othe churches in Galdlia (. G23)

o 0foolish Galatiansé
- Peter

o inJerusalem (Gal. 1:18)

0 sentto the Jews (Gal. 2:7)
o0 in Antioch (Gal. 2:11)

o confrontedoy Pau(Gal. 2:14)
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James
o the Lordds brother (
0 inJerusalerfGal. 1:19)
o omen from Jamesod (G

Barnabasral Titus
o who went with Paul oma secondrip to
Jerusalem (Gal. 2:2)

James, Peter and John
o whogave thed oofi gfhet!l Ih
to Paul(Gal.2:9)
0o agreed that Paul would go to the
Gentiles and they to the Jews

Barnabas
o whowa | ed astr)ayoé (G

Abraham
0 who believed Go¢Gal. 3:6)
o had two sons (Gal. 4:322)
Hagar (Gal. 4:24)

Isaac (Gal. 4:28)
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In the letter @ the Ephesians, Paul wratmut:
- theEphesians
o the saints in Ephesus (Eph. 1:1)
- Tychicus
0 sent by Paul to the chur(@ph. 6:21)
In Philippians, | read abaihie following people
- Timothy(in Phil. 1:Jand 21920
- thePhilippians
o all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi
(Phil. 1:1)
o oyou Philippianso (
- Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:25)
- Euodia (Phil. 4:2)
- Syntyche (Phil:2)
- Clement (Phil. 4:3)

- Epaphroditus (Phil. 4:18)

- Caesards househol d (Phij
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In Colossiand®?aul mentioned

Timothy (Col. 1:1)

the Colossians
O Obrothers in Christ

EpaphragCol. 1:7 and Col. 4:12)
Tychicus (Col. 4:7)

Onesimus (Col. 4:9)

Aristarchus (Col. 4:10)

Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (Col. 4:10)
Justus (Col. 4:10)

those at Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col. 4:13)
Luke, the doctor (Col. 4:14)

Demas (Col. 4:14)

Nympha (Col. 4:15)

church of the Laodiceans (Col. #:16

Archippus (Col. 4:17)

80




GettingStarted

0That 6s a 6l ot tdfwup éexcaplive ,
of Abrahamlsaa@nd Hagamvho were in the Old Testament,
everyone elsanentioned in the letterseemed to be
contemporaries of Paul .6

Next, | madea chart to track theumber of times that
other people appe=tin the letters.

Paul 6s References to
( Number of T iwvenerederedced) h e 1
Ch. | Galatians| Ephesians| Philippians | Colossians
1 4 1 2 3
2 10 0 2 0
3 2 0 0 0
4 4 0 6 13
5 0 0
6 0 1
Total: 20 2 10 16

In looking at the chart | saw that | was only partially right
in thinking thaallof theletters referretb other people.

The longer letter to the Galatidresd twenty referems
to othersand theshorter lettey to the Philippians and the
Colossians had references to ten and sixteen people each.

The longer letter to the Ephesians, howevemtgtvo
references to other peojteits six chapter€ompared to the
other leters, Ephesians was nearly aewbany references to
other people.

0 P e r thaalgiter to thé&phesiansight be seen dsss
personal ?26 | w o 1 tthiekmge aboutahgva i n
hadalsonoticed that h e wo r dlsomissing frerethe
letter
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Day Eight - Saturday
(February 17, 20071146pm)

Theboys haddur basketball gamesheduled for today
our youngest son was scheduled faiginto 6 ¢ hamneokr
oldest son hadn ele e n 0 0 c ,loor eniddlegsenrhad
one 00 c ladthdnin tha eweningur oldest son had
another game;taurnamentgame aw n o0 cl oc k

Unfortunately for our youngest son, Righto 6 c | 0 ¢
gamewas cancelled due todbaeather (we recetV freezing
rain againlast night Sg we stayed at home untie next
gamewhen the roads were cleared

The next game of the day
ol dest dofortdnatelyheeanadrhis teastruggled on
thecoutSue sai d t hat hehadplagyéday e
gamdast nightt eleve dock 6

| really felt for himAfter his game, hiead atwo hour
try-out for a spring basketball teatmanearbygym | read a
magazine as the coamhthe spring basketball tednad the
players shodayups on theight side, then the left side, then
controlled dribbles with one ball, and tiéth two. Then he
had them do @assinglrill to the four cornersf the court.
Next, he lad them feedhe bdlto a shooter at the foul line
andthenhad them d@nother passing diiliatfed the ball to
a shoogr atthe three point line and then had them scrimmage.

Inthe evening from sevenouroldesti g
sonhadanother tournamergame against another tough team.
In al, he playedover four hours ofbaskéall,two hours of
games and two hours pfactice.Through it alhe di d
complain, b kept hustling up and down the cosktting
picks, playing defense, taking sthaetas so proud of him.
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Once the kids were asledffer all of the& activities|
thoughtmoreaboutthe Go Eat Popcanoject
As my thoughts turned to the writing prgjé¢hought
aboutWHERE the people lived
| reread the lettersad&ing for clues as to the locatioh
Paul 6s | et foundthese clies | read,
- Galatia (Gal. 1:2)
- Ephesus (Eph. 1:1)
- Philippi(Phil. 1:1)
- Colosse (Col. 1:2)

In the back of my Biblefound a number of mapsné
after some looking, | was able to fiedch of the four
locations.

All of the places | discoveredwere locatednear the
Mediterranean Seamodern Greece and Turkey

Onapi ece of paper | made a

|l nsi de t h dhewdddlbegeah Seavr ot e

On the left side ofipside dowm U ¢othe west, | wrote
the name of the large Greek citAtifens.

At the top of the 0O0UG, to
wrote the namePhilippi which is located about 400 miles
from Athens.

To the right side of the
the Aegean Sea from Athens | wigpbesus

Next to Ephesus, to the right on my map, | wrote
Colosse for the city a little motban a hundred miles east of
Ephesus.

Farther to the right on my map, to the east, | vihate
word Galatia, for the Roman provincetl{e onlyrecipient
locationof thefour letters that wasot a city).
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ol wonder if any othedocations are mentioned in the
| et tl wanderfed
So, | read through the lettagainooking for references
to locationsln the letter to th&alatians, | read about:
- Galatia (Gal. 1:2)
- Arabia (Gal. 1:17)
- Damascus (Gal. 1:17)
- Jerusalertin Gal. 1:183al. 2:1Gal. 4:26
- Judea (@l. 1:22)
- Antioch(Gal. 2:11)
- Mount Sinai (Gal. 4:25)

In the letter to th&phesians , | read about:
- Ephesus (Eph. 1:1)

In the letter to th@hilippiansPaul referenced
- Philippi (Phil. 1:1)
- Macedonia (Phil. 4:15)
- Thessalonica (Phil. 4:16)

In Colossias, | read abouthe locatiorns
- Colosse (Col. 1.2
- Laodicea (CoR:1, 413, 4:15, 4:16)
- Hierapolis (Col. 4:13)
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To get a sense of how many locations were listed, | made

another chart.

Paul 6s References t
(Number of times O0)pl ac
Ch. | Galatians| Ephesians| Philippians | Colossians
1 5 1 1 1
2 2 0 0 1
3 0 0 0 0
4 2 0 2 4
5 0 0
6 0 0
Total: 9 1 3 6

In looking at the chart | saw that Paul clearly mentioned
locdions in his letters. The longer letter to the Galatians had
nine references to locations, while the shorter letter to the

Philippians had three and the letter to the Colossians had six

location names

Again, Ephesians wadfalient than the other letters,
containing oly one referencéo a location, and that was
simplyin the introduction:

0To the s@i(MmBEph.i nl:Elp)h

As | was wrapping up, | thoughtb out t he f a
been working on th@o Eat Popcamnoject for a weehkow.

0l 0v e aloehsweeg,d | t hought .

I remembered thatnoe | had giten started on the
project | first did areview of the resourcésat| had on hand
in order to start my journeylhen | made a plan tlmok at

t he 0bi gandplécidedto raens we r e ptchret ed

g u e s t iWha, §vbhat, Wlien, Whereandwhy.
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After that,| hadthentried to answer thigasioquestion of
OWhat i s h e r lead l6oked mtdthe tel number of
chapters and versesal$odid an initialreading of the letters
and saw that it ak about fifty minutes to read through all
four letters

Next | tried to answethe questionsdWho wrote the
l etters?d and owNbvadteitd an | I

| had alsdooked & Paul 6s use of t

phrases that he used to describesélinjsuch as calling
himself a servarda nd 0 i N | renemberedoathat |
hadl o o k anho Esed wasdescribed in the letters.

e ar

Finally, | lookedtonight a t Whéred , i n tryin

understandhe placeghat weralescribedn the letters

Even afte readingthrough the letters several times this
week, | realized that | shihd a lot of questions.

0 | the letter to theéEphesians a lot different than the

ot her |l etters?dhdt 6as kveldat mym

information seems to show. 6
0And anbhoaut thé wondeHmead
to dig deeper into thgospethat Paul referred to and
understand more abaine new lifdnat Christians can discover
in Christ. o
With thosefinal thoughts, Iwas readyo sleep, pleased
with the work that had donever the course afweek.
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Week Two

Day Nine - Sunday
(February 18, 200710:48pm

Today is Sundagnd | played guitagainfor a church
prayergroupin the morning. The messagehurchthis week
was again alit The Healing Centéth the focusodayon the
teenagerthat would occupy part of the new building.

After the church servizee quickly drovenorth, in order
to spend timevi t h S u esfoppingiirattoenave lsnch
at a delnearh e r  p bouse @nt thie gelevisiom thedeli
was thebasketball game between Duquesne University an
Fordham Playing ahome the losswas the third for the
Duquesn®ukes(Final Score: Fordham 86, Duquesne 83).

It has been a diffittuseason for the Duqueshented
remembered. However, raporter forthe New York Times
notedthat thing$had beemuchworse for the team:

0They were worse | ast mo
Thier o, one of t he Duk
hospitalized briefly and sidelined indefinitelyn wit
blood clots in his lungs. And they were worse in
December, when Coach Ron Everhart spent
Christmas Day and four more after that in the hospital
with an intestinal disord&nd they were even worse
than that in September, when five Dukes players wer¢
rushed to the hospital with bullet wounds from a
shooting spre€by a norstudent)after a university
danée. 0

0Things can aslaplaases@hristencov o r
workerl i kes to tell me t loealth H
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problems over the years b U tell nte evith a laugh,I c o u
be suffering a | ong, S hany ,
to Hell .o

After lunch wadrovefrom the delt o s ee Swued
Theylive about fortyfive minuteshorth of our house, andad
even more snowfall over thespiew days than we hdnal

I n addition to hetherwpsaahes n t
par ent Jwoudhauutlseeafteaon Sue visited with her
Grandmotherin the dining room and helped Iveith some
sewingIn the living room, meanwhi@®apaPhilo, along with
the boys and vatchedast he mends basket
Ohio StatglayedMinnesota.

Ohio State played well, with thieeshman centdBreg
Oden scoringnineteenpoints grabbingnine rebands and
blocking two shofswhile Ron Lewishe Ohio Statédreshman
guard scoredsixteenpoints. (Final Score: Ohio State 85,
Minnesota 67).

The Ohio State Buckeyes, with an overall record3f 24
and a Big Ten conference record ofLl1had woreleven
games in a row, with earlier losses only to Fld¥idih
Carolina and Wisconsiith Ohio Staté s amd the loss of
several top ranked teamger the weekehdnany analysts
were expectingOhio Stateto receivetheir first national
Number Onaanking since 1962.

As we live in Ohioourtwo youngeboys talked excitedly
about howocoobi t was Obenendg Number

OWu guys ar en0t ureldeeson saichin t
exasperation.

We stayeddt Sueds pheoughtimetafiesnooh o u
andin the early evening drove home

After arrivinghome we didsome work around the house
and later watchedpart of the NBA All-Star Gamehat was
being playeth Las VegadNevadaThe boydiked watching
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Kobe Bryant, Carmelo Anthony, LeBron James anutlibe
stars, bt & | looked at the astronomical sceeelyin the

gamel wondered itlefensive playas evenrequiredWe sent
the kids to bed before the game had concl¢Biwl Score:
West 153, East 132).

Afterwards, | watched areligion professo on the
C-SPANtelevisiometwork. He said that he had beéserhin
the Church and everent to Moody Bible Institute (which is
an evangelical school in Chicdldjoois)

However, he explained that after leaving Mootig,
decided to becoman agnostic in part, because ofthe
different manuscripts that maketh Bible.

He said wordso the effectofd Once you see
areso many different manuscripts, you really begin to doubt
howt he Bi bl e c ordl t 0rhadebyGlondad s
hands. Just look at the differenbetveen the King James
Versionand moderntranslationsThe translators had only a
few Greek texts available in 1611, compared witindhg
Greek manuscripts that have been discovered in moder
ti mes. o

0 Wo w t lpratty poivesful statemedt, | tdsloug
watched the professor delevsion. o | wo n cheould i f
address that ithe Go Eat Popcqmojectd & justbeen using
one version ofhe Bible so far. Maybe theeallyare a lot of
differencesbetwen t he di fferent tr an

| thought again about thifferent versions dhe Bible
thatl hadavailable to men my bookshelf

- New International Version

- King James Version

- Revised Standard Version

- Good News for Modern Man
- New Century Bible

- Amplified Bible
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OAre there really that

translationdike that professor s&dd wonderedo |
need to readomeother versions to see if thare 6
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Day Ten- Monday
(February 19, 200710.48pm

Todayl workedat my c aficepirsarsybdrls near
our houseand bund aproject managemehbok tha | had
misplaced enjoy the fact that | hadifferentofficesto work
from, bu sometimes it can be difficult, like in this aslsen |
misplace somethinghad spent a week looking for the book
because | w aokmmy dhtree desks the badias ¢ h
on.

After work, and a brief training sessiom project
planningthat my company offered, icked upour youngest
son from hidasketball practicBue had dropped him and our
middle son off at thBresbyteriani@irchw h e r eUpvnaidls ¢
basketball tea practicesyhile | was eroute.

After his practice | took the kids to a nearby restaurant
for dinner | enjoyt he r e OtAa nrod rdt(adRsink me
that consistef iced tea and lemonaddealsoordered a salad
while the boys order@ancakes.

lfound t het ypIf adhihé esiadrand be
quitegood, butwas distracteby the modern rockusicthat
they playedrothe speaksroverhead.

O0Thi s d o e s n @auntrysamakingl Il i ke
thinking

While we were at the restauréime, boyssomehowgot
on the topic oftheir last wiland testaments.ubmiddle son
(the eight year old) quiclidyote a brief will on the back of his
placemaand gave it tour youngeston(the seven year old)

oYousigntis.t s ays t heaetythiggo mebl |
he saichs he gaveur youngeston a blue crayon.

0 OkKy ,umyoungesion sai@s he read it.
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But just then hechanged his mind, sayidjo, wait, |
thinkl 6 | leverythiagvee my ki ds. O

I't was hilarious heardgag
seven and eight.

On our way home oumiddle son found his favorite radio
station and westenedo a song by his favorite badRelient
Ko.

After we arrived home | layed basketballith the boys
in the basement

- Final Score with mide son:
Middle son 20, Me 18

- Final Score with youngest son:
Youngest son 21, M8

Later,Sue anaur oldestsonarrived home ¢ghad been
helping her with the 0Growth and Healirgyoups & our
church)

Throughout theafternoonl had been thinking about the
television show hadwatched yesterday witte professorof
religion

The professor had claimed that Christianity was not valig
because of the different manuscripts that the Bible is base
upon.

For the Go Eat Popcgmojectl decided that | needed to
look at other translations, to see if thiferent translations
really werasdifferentas he claimed

In the eveningl pulled aKing Jamé&iblefrom my
bookshelf It had been awhile since | had read ihefore |
read PaJfirgi eadd beid histery & the translation.
| learned that the translation was initially proposed by King
James | of Englarat a conference in 1603. Fexgywen men
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worked on translating the entire Bible, seven of whom worked
in Westminsteon 0 T h e (tBg is,thd ldtters id the
New TestameptAfter several revisions, the final version was
made available to the public in 1611, with this(ditle old
English spellings)

"The | HOLY | BIBLE, | Conteyning the
Old Testament, | AND THE NEW, | Newly
Translated outf the Original | tongues: & with
the former Translations | diligently compared
and revised by his | Maiesties special
Comandement. | Appointed to be read|in
Churches | Imprinted at London by Robert |
Barker, Printer to the Kings | most excellent
Maiestig Anno Dom. 1611."

After readig the history of th&ing James Version
turned toGaktians 1:and read

oPaul , an apostl e, (not of
Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him
from the deadbo

0So far so tg.oodl.t6 d o0 utnhdosu gmhr e
the modern version. o
But, & | read chapter after chapter, | soon became mired
in the languagef 1611
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Soon | begattisting some othe old Englishwordsin

Galatians:
Oaddet o0di sann opcaat |l
(Gal. 3:15) (Gal. 3:15) (Gal. 1:23)
danswer ogender 0saith
(Gal. 4:25) (Gal. 4:24) (Gal. 4:30)
ocavail oOhanget 0Osowet
(Gal. 5:6) (Gal. 3:13) (Gal. 6:8)
ocall e ol eaven Ot eachg
(Gal. 5:8) (Gal. 5:9) (Gal. 6:6)
o0compel olives otravai
(Gal. 2:14) (Gal. 2:14) (Gal. 4:27)
ocontin 0Ol uste otroubl
(Gal. 3:10) (Gal. 5:17) (Gal. 5:10)
odecei vy Ominist owor ke
(Gal. 6:3) (Gal. 3:5) (Gal. 3:5)
While reading Ephesigriswasslowed down witlthese
words:
O0become 0l ovet Opasse
(Eph. 5:3) (Eph. 5:28) (Eph. 3:19)
ocheri s Omaket | 0sl eep
(Eph. 5:29) (Eph. 4:16) (Eph. 5:14)
ofill e Oneedet osuppli
(Eph. 1:23) (Eph. 4:28) (Eph. 4:16)
ogrowett oOonouri s owor ke
(Eph. 2:21) (Eph. 5:29) (Eph.2:2)
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Week Two

Obecomg oO0strengt owor ke
(Phil. 1:27) (Phil. 4:13) (Phil. 2:13)
Opasse ot hi nke

(Phil. 4:7) (Phil. 3:4)

And whilereading Colossiansvhs slowed down with

Obr ihmg ¢ odwel | € 0Ositte
(Col. 1:6) (Col. 2:9) (Col. 3:1)
ocemho 0Oincrea owor ket
(Col. 3:6) (Col. 2:19) (Col. 1:29)
odoet h 0sal ut ¢

(Col. 3:25) (Col. 4:10)

Afterr eadi ng t hr ough KiRg damdss

Version with its many old Bglish words,| felt more
overwhelmed thamefore at the task before me.

0 ill never be able figure this oyé
feeling quite discouraged at the task that
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Day Eleven- Tuesday
(February 20, 200711:18pm

It is Tuesdayand my morning drive downtown was
slowed by foggy and rainy weathepent myworkday in
meetings, fron7:30am until 5:00prand vas exhausted when
| arrivedhome.| was thankful, howeyefor the change in
temperature, which isow much wamer than the frigid
weather we experienced last wEek&hightemperature today
wasfifty degrees Fahrenheit.

After dinner | played basketball again with the younget
boys in the basement.

- Final score with middles:
Middle Son 20, Me 18

- Final score with youngfeson:
Youngest Son 21, Me 18

As a reader,oy may have noticatiat in all of these
basketball matelps| am alwayson the losingside This |
must admitis always the caséyether we are playing sdikl
in the living roonor basketbalh the baseant, or realf any
sport around the house, and regardfiegs are playingfirst
onetod ten twentyor thirty points

The reason?

I t ds not because o0Dad ca
youngest son onsaidrather proudly. Busther, it is because
I hate putting up with the crying and complaining aftire
younger boys ar e drackfelyn to é¢he .
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childrenthan have to listen tihirty minutesof their crying
after myvictory.

When lwasyounyj, | oved waWideWorld gf A4
Sportson Saturday afternoon3he introduction was so

memorablewi t h t he words, andtheanni

footageof individualscelebratinga winwhile the announcer
saiddthe j oy s o f Theni théywoulg ghow some
memorable losses, likeskaertumbling off a ski jumpwhile

theannouncesaidbandtheagony of def eat 6}

As an adul t, | 6ve efammctualty t
be agony i nheawnghrty minugeéfl ciyikgand
whiningwhenl win a game of basketbafjainsthe younger
boys And so, lecause of that, 6 | | tdkexalpss, htyeast
for a few more years order to preserve some quiet in the
house

Letting the kids wilmas reminded me over the yedrs o
my Grandfather my Mo mds f adPdpaSocks . |
He loved bsketball,and although he was short, vien a
district award for his basketball skills when he was in Higk
School in the 1930s.

He also had a passion for the ganie lofo s ks @;¢hs 6
game wherplayers toss metal horseshoes towangtal pole
in the groand At family reunionswhen not talking to
relatives,he could usually be found playing a gamefo
horseshoewith my uncle or cousins.

My Grandfateroncetold me thaivhen he was younger,
he lovad playing horseshoes with his Fatndrt er a | ¢
work on their fam. He saidhat it was funnythat his father

would always lose whenever they were just enjoying a game

after a dayods wor k.
OButaviB, 6 my grandf aotthaer
winning, | would get my confidence up sra ather,dould

98

\ B C

ha:

ca

D N g

t o




Different Versions

you like to wager on thiextgame® amwd uHeae say,| 6
guess so.0 And we would put | sc
0So did you win a |l ot of mor
o0No, actu.al lcmmel hitd & dnmcildgp | 'y W
OAnyti me | put m@omeery alnwaay sg awre
0 So cheaed andet you win during the practice
rounds?06 | asked.
My grandfatheraughedagainand s ai d, oLe|t D

never won a game of horseshoessigam whereverwe put
a wager on it. No matter how much | practiced, Irnever
won any money from him.oé

This evening fler mygame of basketbalith the boysl
took our oldest son this basketball practice at a nearby
elementary school gyhhis teamhaspracticed every Tuesday
night since Decembdrome i g ht oninethirty atka t
school near our house

After returning home | eventuadjgt around to thinking
about theGo Eat Popcgmojectand mythoughts turned to my
discouragement aimthbility to decipher th€ing James Version
yesterday

OLast ni gvhssodifficultdod said o myseldl
reallyf el t l i ke ending this wr
should do. o

| sat for a while looking dejectedly at my notes.

Suddenly, | had an inspiration.

0l nst ead the6Go EattPopoqumjent graybe ti
would be helpful if | comparetie King James Version of
1611, with a more moddmnanslation. That wdycould better
understangvhat is in the older versiord

I went quicklyto my bookshelf and openedy New
International Vergon s ok n o MIYid translatidh laredl 0
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discovered that thiganslation began in 1968 and became
available to the public in 1978
0 R e a thasentgo versions together shdwdth mesee
where there ar e dlisdidtemyselc e s
As | thought about thestwo translations | made a small

timeline on my yellow legal pad to remind myself of the dates

when each of the translations were written:

Translation Timeline

<« T T »

1611 1978
King James Version New International Vers
(KJV) (NIV)

| also mad¢he following note on my yellow legal pad, to
remember the abbreviation for each translation:

King James Version = KJV
New International Version = NIV

Next, | went tobiblegatewayauditook the text from the
King Jameseiiorand copiedit into my o mput er 6 s
processorThen| opened up the NIV version of the letters
that | had saveah my computea few days before.

My word processor allowade to comparghe two
documents side by side in a split screen and soon | wg
comparinghetwo versionsyerse by verse

After my initial readingf theKing James Vergasterday
and my frustration ajetting stuck on all of trearly English
words likeo wor ket ho, 0 s i K hadasshnded a 1
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that theKing James Versioanld becompletehdifferent than
the moderrNew International version

What | discovered when | compared the two versions side

by sidehowever, was that theneeremanymore similarities
than | had expected
oSurely, there are a different number tadpteso |
thought.0After dl, the professoon Sunday night talked about
the vast differences in the texts.
What | found, however, was that both Biltlad the
identical number of chapters
- Galatians had six chapters.
- Ephesians also had six chapters.
- Philippians had four.
- Colossias had four chapters

Then, | looked at the number of verses.

oSurely, based on the thi
Sunday, there would be a different number of verses betwes
the Bible written in 1611 a
thought.

So, Imadeachartcomparing the number of verses in the
New International Ver@ithd) with the number of verses in
theKing James Verg{aw).
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Number of Verses

Ch. Gal. Eph. Phil. Col.

NIV | KIV | NIV | KIV [ NIV | KIV | NIV | KJV

24 124 |23 |23 |30 |30 |29 |29

21 |21 |22 |22 |30 |30 |23 |23

29 |29 |21 |21 |21 |21 |25 |25

31 |31 (32 |32 |23 |23 |18 |18

26 |26 |33 |33

OO~ WIN|F

18 |18 |24 |24

Total | 149 | 7149 | 155 | 155 | 104 | 104 |95 | 95

0 T member of verses are identical; dueyexaagtl the

same. 0 I s.ai @ Ther eriyss antlie di

organization othe translation written almost four hundred
years ago and the transl at.
oOWhat was that professor

To learn more, used my word processor to ladleach
individualversein the two translations side by side.

What!| found wasthat nanyof the individualverss in
the modernNIV translationwere nearly an exact wdod
word match witlthe olderKing Jamésrsion
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| started dist ofverses that weresarly identical

Verses nearly identicalin the KJV and NIV

Gal. 1:1 Gal. 1:21 | Phil. 1:3 Col. 1:9
Gal. 1:2 Gal. 1:22 | Phil. 1:21| Col. 1:15
Gal. 1:3 Gal. 2:1 Phil. 2:8 | Col. 1:16
Gal. 1.5 Gal. 3:29 | Phil. 2:9 Col. 2:3
Gal. 1:12| Eph.1:1 | Phil. 2:10| Col. 3:18
Gal. 1:17| Eph. 1:2 | Phil. 2:11

Gal. 1:18 | Eph.1:17| Phil. 2:13

Gal. 1:19 | Phil. 1:1 Phi. 4:4

Gal. 1:20| Phil. 1:2 Col. 1:1

Soon,| realized that my list was incomplbte,with the

limited time that | had for the projett,

coul dndt

five hundred verses fiod all of the exact matches.
I conclded, thoughthat there wera number oferses
that were exact matcheand many more that were nearly

identical

After looking athe similarites, | decidetb look nextat
thedifferenttween the two traasions.

After listening to the professor on Sunday nighgdl
assumed | would find vast differences.

What | found howeveryas that itany cases, tindV
translationsimply replacean olderword in the King James
Versiowith a more madern word.
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I made a list of some of geword replacemesi as |
read the letter to th@alatians:

Word in KJV Wordin NIV Verse
deliver rescue Gal. 1:4
World Age Gal. 1:4

accursed eternally condemne  Gal. 1:8
heathen Gentiles Gal. 1:16
transgressor law breaker Gal. 2:18
in vain nothing Gal. 3:4
just righteous Gal. 3:11
bond dave Gal. 3:28
bondmaid dave woman Gal. 4:21
vain glory conceited Gal. 5:26
corruption destruction Gal. 6:8
shew good impression | Gal. 6:12

As | read the letter to tligphesiand, made a listf some
of thewords thatvereupdated in the NIV:

Word in KJV Wordin NIV Verse
foundation creation Eph. 1:4
prudence understanding Eph. 1:8
nigh near Eph. 2:17
fellowheirs heirs Eph. 3:6
tribulations sufferings Eph. 3:13
vocation callirg Eph. 4:1
longsuffering patient Eph. 4:2
lasciviousness sensuality Eph. 4:19
tenderhearted compassionate | Eph. 4:32
servants slaves Eph. 6:5
wiles schemes Eph. 6:10
boldly fearlessly Eph. 6:19
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| made a list ofthe olderwordsin that letter that we
changedn the letter to the Philippians

Word in KJV Word in NIV Verse
meet right Phil. 1:7
brethren brothers Phil. 1:12
furtherance advance Phil. 1:12
flesh body Phil. 1:22
abide remain Phil. 1:25
vainglory vain conceit Phil. 2:3
disputings arguing Phil. 2:14
supplication petition Phil. 4:6
abased in need Phil. 4:12

In the letter to theColossiand, found thesavords that

wereupdated

Word in KJV Wordin NIV Verse
fellowservant fellow servant Col. 1:7
preeminence supremacy Col. 1:18
manifest disclosed Col. 1:26
trespasses Sns Col. 2:13
shew public spectacle Col. 2:14
ordinances rules Col. 2:20
shew gopearance Col. 2:23
mortify put to death Coal. 3:5
charity love Col. 3:14
beloved dear Col. 4.9
epistle letter Col. 4:16
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OSurethe words are different between the 1611 version
and the version from the 1970s, but the meaning is really ng
any differené | said to myselffter reviewing the words that
had been changéadthe NIV.

oHow can someone sawthhings e totalldifferent® |
wonderedoWe ardalking about the difference between using
t h e detivBirdthe&ing James Veraionksclim the New
International Vergion

0Thereds really not betwdem t
thesewords. | concl uded.

| did a quck calculation of the number y#ars between
the translations and found that there V@& years between
the two translations.

06 d e x p e c 859yedrsssameveoiidd that were
commonly useih 1611 wuldnot be usedn modern timeé

As | though about the differences between the
translations, teflected for a few minutes on the words that
describd people or groups of people

Cephas noticed,in the 1611King James Ver&oralled
Petemn the NIV. Heathem the King James Veraiencalled
Gentiléa the newetranslation.

Peoplehat are referred to athe circumcision( G a |
oof the circumdsion( Co | . 4: 11) aré simply h e
c a | Jeadh thé modern translation

Other names that changegkre Timotheusnd Marcus
(found in the older versignin Phil. 2:1%nd Col. 4:100
TimothgndMarkin the newer translation
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| noticed howeverthat not all of the nameshad been

changed. Thereereno difference between the translatson
for:

- Paul (Gal. 1:1, EBp 21, Phil. 1:1, and Col. }:1

- Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:25)

- Eudois (Phil. 4:2)

- Syntyche (Phil. 4:2)

- Tychicus (Col. 4:7)

- Onesimus (Col. 4:9)

- Aristarchus (Col. 4:10)

- Justus (Col. 4:10)

- Luke(Col. 4:14)

- Demas (Col. 4:14)

- Archippus (Col. 4:17)

As | finished my @aling for the eveningréalized thalt
felt so much better than | had the day before. | was no longe
discouraged in working with the older translatibadfound
that comparing thetwo translations side by sida& my
computerwasa very helpful way tosee thesimilarities and
differences between the two translatibrgave me hope that
| could actuallynderstand what Paul had written

Many of he changeshat the translators of the Nihad
made in the 1970%ad made sense to mi@& many cases,
found thattheysimply founda more modern worth update
the old Englistof the KJVto translatehe words fromthe
original Greek language.

After my second reading of tikéng James Versiod
comparing it with the NIV| didnot not i
theologtal differencesetween the two translationsyt b
thought that itwould be good tdook further ito the
differences between ttveo translations in theays to come.
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Day Twelve- Wednesday
(February 21, 20079.18pm)

Today we had heavy fog in the mig and itook me
overan hour to get into worldnd agairfor work, | was in
meetings all day.

In thelateafternoonSue took ouyoungesson and his
Cub Sout den(a group obther seven year olds) a field trip
to the localffire station Shecaled me on my drive home and
asked me to stop by the fire station with our camera so sh
could get a picture of the boys in frofithe big ladder truck

Later h the eveningwe took all of the boys to a Boy
Scout meetingalledad Co u r t o mafa Lidieran Church
near our houséur oldest son has enjoyed scouting since he
was seven, and tonight Wwas awarded the Fi r s Boy C|
S ¢ o badge We were, of course, really proud of all of his
work.

After we eturned home | called my sisgesr todays her
birthday We have a running joke that she is perpetually twent
five, so las ked her i f s he h ad
Bi rt hday dadseattolerearlierantthe week.

I enjoy -myvetweanr yol ddé si

we are prettgood friends. She travels a lot, but every year we

try to do a family vacation togethieor the past few years
w e Bals@espent part otheb o ysgring break with her. She

|l ives outside of Washington
a number of museuragd historical sites in the area.

One of the best things about my sister is how she adore
our boys.Our boysallcall he A u n t anditacande so fun
to watch them interact with
tease her hat s he s hthleuobndwhéré she dpante [
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her youth, because the upstairisf or 0 b.oGash onl vy
morning the boyswill f i | | an entire dojor
signsand then in the evenirsgewill re-cover thedoor with
ogiornllsy 6 si gns . specidipreadimgithe signy |[f u
made bythe younger boys, who until recehdlyehad some
very creative spelling.

For the Go Eat Paprrprojecttonight | thoughtthat it
would behelpfulto continudooking at the differences in Bible
translationsA professottha | had seen on Sunday niglad
referred to the Biblasbeingunreliable because it watten
solelyobyh uman handsé andsofawsey ojne
looking atthe differences betweéme diffeent manuscripts
over the years

At the end of my aling gsterday, | had concluded that
in most of thelaceswherethe modern versiomadreplaced a
word, the meaning did naignificantly changehad noticed
for examplethat h e  wiwespdss@a Col 2:13 inthe King
Jame¥ersionwas translat asisindin the New International
Version. Andovainglasyin the KJV was translated @&in
concéitn themodernNIV (Phil.2:3. These changes did not
seem very significant to me.

Today, | thought that instead of just lookingditvidual
wordd 0 d Ithe phkasémthe 1611King James Vertiah
had beenchangedin the more modernNew International
Version

As | read the letter to the Galatians, | wrote down some
of the phrases thhtad beerchanged:
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Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV Verse

oye are { Oyou are| Gallé
removed | deserti

0some thal 0some pe/( Gall7
youo throwing you into
confusi

ol certi|jol want vy| Gallll

Oseparate| 0set me &g Gallils
mot her 6s birtho

0l went 0l went i| Galz22
revel ati to a reyv

0came in oinfiltr] Gal24
ranksao

0to whom |owe did n| Gal25
pl ace by t hemo

0l also wg 0l was eada Galz210

doo

0l withsto o0l opposgdq Gal211
facebd his fagd

othe oth( O0the ot hl Gal213
dissembled likewise| joined him in his
wi th hi hypocri

0Jews by 0Jews by| Gal215

0i's thereflodoes t hal|l Gal217
miniser o f Christ pr

Omade perif doattain Gal. 3:3
fl eshod through human
effort

Oknow ye | dunder st g Gal37

ocontinue onot con| Gal3:10
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Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV Verse

Oreceivent oreceive|l Gal4b5
of sons ri ghts o
oinfirmity oi |l |l neg Gal413
owhere il owhat has| Gald415

blessednessyespak t o al |l vy
of 20

0l stand 0l am per Gal4:20

youo youbo

odebt tod 0obl i gedd Gal. 5:3
0 C h rsbesome aho oal i enat| Galb54
effect ur Chri st
ocalled t| 6call ed { Galb5:13

0to the 0Oindul ge Gal. 5:13

natur e
oovertakenn oO0caught Gal. 6:1

In the letter to the Ephesians | read:

Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV Verse
0i n t haiondfif Owhen t he| Eph. 1:10
the fulne have reached their

ful fildl
othe ear 0a depo| Eph 1:14
guar ant e

0Oceadogiveno 0l have n| Eph 116
thanks f(giving thi
0children| 0objects Eph. 2:3

0Ol usts o ograti fyl Eph 23

cravings of our sinfu
nat ur e (
oqui ckened omade | itvg Eph.25

with Chr
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Phrase in KJV

Phrase in NIV

Verse

oObefore o

Oprepared

Eph. 2:10

oFor the perfecting of
the saints, for the wor
of the ministrg

Oto prepe
people for works of
Sservi ce

Eph. 4:12

0Oa perf ecq

Obecome 1

Eph. 4:13

ocorrup
communi c &

ounwhol esqd

Eph. 4:29

ovain wo

oempty w

Eph. 5:6

owal k ci r (

Obe caref

you | iwv

Eph.5:15

oredeemi ng

omaking t
every opp

Eph. 5:16

oin the f

oout of r
Chri st ¢

Eph. 5:21

0glorious

oradi ant

Eph. 5:27

0i n bonid

oin cha

Eph. 6:20

In the letter to the Philippian$olund these phrases

Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV Verse
ofell owsh| 6partner ¢ Phil1l5
gospel o gospel
owi ldr mpeir|] owi |l | c a| Phil 1:6
0God is my 0God can| Phi 18
Obowel s of | 0affecti ¢ Phil18
Jesusbd
oand this| 0this is Phil. 1:9
doapprove odi scer n| Phil1:10
owi tfidetins obl amel | Phil1:10
0l would | o1 want Phil. 1:12
under st a knowo
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Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV Verse
oall the 0t he who| Phil 1:13
guar do
ol am in a|ol am t orl Phill1:23
t woo t he t wg
otoken of 0t hat lkheh| Phil 1:28
destroy
oconsol ati oencour a| Phi 21
from being united in
Chri st
o0sons of ochil dr ey Phil 2:15
orun in orun f or | Phil2:16
ooffered opour ed| Phil2:17
0sick unt oOmbst di Phil 2:27
0the condot hose mu Phil 32
the fl €
oOtouchin| ol egal i| Phil3:6
righteoug righteouy
ol count tth ol consi Phil. 3:8
rubbi st
Obe carefu| o0do not L Phi 46
almut any
In the letter to the Colossians | read:
Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV Verse
ol aid up 0stored uj| Coll5
heaveno heaveno
Obringeth Obeari ng| Col16
odecl ared ot ol d u| Coll7
Omade us oqual i fi]|Col112
opower of odomi ni g Col 1:13

dar knes
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Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV | Verse
owi cked W oevil be|Coll:21
omade a m| obecome a|Col 123
ostriving accordingtohif 6 st r ug gl i 1 Col. 1:29
workingd energy
ohave not § oOhave not Col21
the f 1l egd persona
oknit toge ouni ted Coal. 2:2
oOye are connoyou have]|Col210
full ness
Ohe quicke 0Godadm vy| Col2:13
with Himo
0set your 0set your| Col3:2
things a things a
olie not t o0odo not I Col39
ot her o
oelect of 0Godds c|Col3:12
peopl ed
ocontinue | 0devote y|( Col42
prayer 0
ohatl maymakeit |0t hat | mg Col 44
mani f est clear |y
oall my s|0Tychi cus | Col47
Tychicus d¢all the n¢g
0Osal utet| 0sends y|Col4:10
greetin
0l abouwentyfog| 60al ways w Col 4:12
you in pr prayer f
0l bear hil 01 vouch |Col4:13
Ot he sal ut ol, Paul, write this | Col. 4:18
hand of m| greetinginmyown

handbo
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Like yesterday, | saw that therere somedifferences
between thel611 version and the modern NIV translation
But in nearly all of these instances, | felt that the modern
translation made sendg using more moderphrasesl|
noticed, ér examplethat the King Jamé&&rsionused the
phrase6 |l oins girt about useéedtthe t
more moderrphrase 0 wi t h truth leucklededround o f
your waisi ( EphThe: Afd)aked owor ks
KJV wastranslated a8 e v i | behaviordé in
These modern uptis of language made sense to me, and |
was really quiteamazed that thingshad not significantly
changedny more than they hitxdm 1611 to thenid-1970s.

As | readPaul &8s | e tlItdarnetice ahfeww e
differencedetween thg@hrases in th&ingJames \&mard
the New International Versiamich | attributed to Greek
manuscriptgliscovered by scholars aftéd 1.

I made a list on my notepafdfour major differencethat
had caught my attentibetween thewo transétions. | wrote:

1.Absdute statements

2.Walk phrases

3. Difference intense

4.0FaithofChr i sataimtGhr i st 6

The firstnoticeablaifference between the two versions
was something thhtalleddabsolute statements The NIV
translation| noticed addedthe wordsoseemed dried @ t o
phrases that wereonr € 0 a ib theKingiJareed Version

In Galatians 1:13pr example,l noticed thatboth
translationglescribd Palh 6 s p er s eEadytGuem o
prior to his encounter with Christhe King James \Maysi
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described Paul asriting that he dwasted t (that is, he
0 wa s the chdrchbecause of his persecujiofihe NIV,
howeer, used the phrasiriedto destroy i, which qualified
the more absolute rendering of the KJV.

| saw this again Galatian4:23. The KJV describéithe
faith which hencdestroyeavhereas the NIV used the phrase
otriedo destroy 6

In Galatian:2, inreferring taother leaders, the KJV had
Paul describinigader® w h werénofe put at ia®thed ,
NIV usedthe plrased t h o ssemiedbo be | eader

After reviewing thesabsolutestatementsn the older
translation and their loss of absolute qualiti¢se modern
translationl asked mys edehces indrBnslatibnh e
make a significatiteological ifferencé

O0None tthealdnswéred.a n

A seconddifference between theo translationshat |
noticedwas i n t he uwak Oa my yellowe t
notepad | r eWakhhrasdsdt o t hese

In reading the letters, | had noticed thaali but one
instancevhere th&King James Vergiecne d t he the r d
NIV usedhewordo | i ve 6, of.ol l owd or

Again, | attributedhese changes tewermanuscripts
that arenowavailable to translators

Once | noticed thjsl made chart on myotepad that
listed each of thplacesvhere theKing Jams Versiarsed the
wor d 0 wholWtkephrasewwbhshangedh the NIV.

Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV Verse

theywalked noprightly| they wereot acting Gal. 2:14
according to the truth in line with the truth
of the gospel of the gospel
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Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV Verse
This | say therwalkin | So | saylive bthe Gal. 5:16
the Spirit Spirit
If we live in the Spirit| Since we live by th| Gal. 5:25
let us alswvalk irthe | Spirit, let ukeep in
Spirit stepvith the Spirit
And as many agalk | Peace and mercy{ Gal. 6:16
accordinghd rule, all whofollowhis
peace be on them rule
in time past yealked | youused to lwben Eph. 2:2
accordinghe course o{ you followed the
this world ways of this world
For we are bi For we are God's| Eph. 2:10
workmanship, create workmanship,
in Christ Jesus unto| created in Christ
good works, which Jesus to do good
God hath before works, which God
ordained that we | prepared in advang
shouldwalk in them for us to do
As a prisoner for Eph. 4:1

[, therefore,lie
prisoner of the Lord,
beseech you that ye
walk wortlof the
vocation wherewith y¢
are called

the Lord, then, |
urge you tdive a life
worthgf the calling
you have received

This | say therefore,

that ye hencefortivalk
not asther Gentiles
walk in the vanity of
their mind

and testify in the Lord

So | tell you this,
and insist on it in
the Lord, that you
must no longeakve
the Gentiles do, in
the futility of their
thinking
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Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV Verse
Andwalk ifove, as | andlive a lifelofve, Eph. 5:2
Christ hatHoved us | just as Christ loveq

us
walkas children of ligh| liveas children of Eph. 5:8
light
see then that yealk Be very careful, Eph. 5:15
circumspetly, not as | then,how you five
fools, but as wise | not as unwise bas
wise
Nevertheless, wheret| let uslive up twhat Phil. 3:16
we have already we have already
attained, let usalkby attained
the same rule
Brethren, be followers Join withothers in Phil. 3:17
together of me, and following my
mark them whickvalk | example, brothers
so as ye have us for ¢ and take note of
ensample. those whdive
accordinghe
pattern we gave yQ

for manywalk manyliveas Phil. 3:18
that ye mightvalk thatyou mayive a| Col. 1:10
worthy of the Lord lifeworthy of the

unto all pleasing, bein  Lord and may
fruitful in very good | please him in ever
work way
As ye have thereforg So then, justasyo  Col. 2:6
received Christ Jesu{  received Christ
the Lord, savalkye in Jesus as Lord,
him continue to liveim
walkin wisdom be wise Col. 4:5
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It was interesting see that in the four lettetee NIV
used a wor d o telestegen timbsehe only w a
exceptionwhere thed w aghrasé was not changedas in
Colossians 3:1n this versgtheolderKJV used the phrase

- 0 | whichye also walkede time, when ye lived
in themo (Col . 3:7)

And thenewemNIV usedthe very similar,

- 0OYou used to wadkthese ways, in the life you

once | ived. o
Again | asked myself, o0Do
make anyheologicatlifferenc@ 6
ONone canhaltl | 6 lagainol d my s el

A third difference between the translations thatited
were a few casesadifferencein tense

Thi Bferedbacdi n t ensed wa sutihdat 3
find a few instances where Kieg Jamesgrsionised oneerb
tenseandthe NIV used another.

For examplen Philppiansl:11 the King Jamesel the
phrasedbeing filledt h  t he f r ui t whid ther i
NIV used the phraséfilledviththefri t of ri ght e

In Gdatians2:2Q | found another exaple of thisin this
verse, the&king Jam¥ersionusedthe phraseél amcrucifiel
with Christo, whil e t hiehav | V
beearuci fied with Christ. o6

So again [ asked my s el f ,
translation make asignificantheologicatl i f f er enc e 1
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OoThere
wordsd |
see 0O

The fourth differencéhat | noticedvaswhat | labeled as
OFaith of Christ vs.Faith in Christ.6 | noticed thathe King
miCrha s essev@rfald in
placeswhile he NIV translated the same phrase§ &sain t h

James Version s e d

Christ 6.

| found that this changin words happenesix timei
five differentver®sin theNew International Versindsoonl

may

be

t he

made dist of wheraghe changesppeared.

S ome
t o | bait nethyngreallydignificant that | can

sligh

Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV Verse
Knowing that a man is| know thatamanis n¢ Gal.
not justified by the work| justified by observing 2:16

of the law, but by thiaith
of Jesus Christen we
have believed in Jesu
Christ, that we might be
justified by théaithof
Christand not by the
works of the law: for by
the works of the law shg
no flesh be justified.

the law, but bfaith/n
Jesus ChriSb we, too

have put oufaith in
Christ Jesus that we
may be justified by
faith/n Chrisand not
by observing the law
because by observin
the law no one will b
justified
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Phrase in KJV

Phrase in NIV

Verse

I am crucified with Chris
nevertheless | live; yet
I, but Christ liveth in me
andthe life which | now
live in the flesh | live by
thefaithofthe Son of Gqg
who loved me, and gaVv

himself for me.

| have been crucifieq
with Christ and | no
longer live, but Chris
lives in me. The life |
live in the body, I live
by faith/r? the Son of

Godwho loved me

and gave himself fot
me.

Gal.
2:20

But the scripture hath
concluded all under sin
that the promise Hgith
ofJesus Chrigight be

given to them that belie

the Scripture declare
that the whole world i
a prisoner of sin, so
that what was
promised, being give
throughfaith/n? Jesus
Christmight be given
to those who believe

Gal.
3:22

According to the eterna
purpose which he
purposed in Christ Jesy
our Lord: In whom we
have boldness and acct
with confidence by the
faithofhim

according to his
eternal purpose whic
he accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lor(
In him and through
faith/n himwe may
approach God with
freedom and
confidence.

Eph.
3:1112
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Phrase in KJV Phrase in NIV Verse
And be found in him, no| and be found in him, Phil. 3:9
having mine own not having a

righteousness, which is| righteousness of my
thelaw, but that which iy own that comes from
through thedaithofChrist| the law, but that whic
the righteousness which  is througHaith/n

of God by faith: Chridi the

righteousness that
comes fronGod and
is by faith.

0 Wo w | hasedfounda possibleheological difference

between theseot r ans | at i anlsefledtedhthe h o
two phrases.

0OBut , wh a't does idaClmaad?¥y
translators of thKing Jam&ersiowerenot saying that faith
Christ is not necessary. b6

In readinghe King Jam¥ersioh found several instarce
thatnotedthe importancef having faittdo iGhhr i st 6, s

- OFor ye are all fathie c

Christ JesugGal. 3:26)

OWherefore | also, after | heard of yéaith in
the Lord Jesus and | ove wunto
(Eph. 1:15)

0Since we hithanClristddsusy o

and of the love which ye have to all the saints
(Col. 1:4)
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- 0For though | betamlhsent

with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your
order, and the stedfastness of y@ith in
Chrisb ( Col . 2:5)

0So the King James transl ati

of having faith in Chrigt, | concluded.
oBut dill, I havefound hesesix instances irthe King
Jamegranslation ofPa ull &étst er s t hat r ef

Christodo insteaddldfolodefiemlithitin i |n
more detaih, | t h o u g h tThis ppatentiaflyiss & | f|.

signifi@nt theol ogical differeng
As | wapped up my study of the two translatibns
thought about howhe NIV hadmodernized some phrases but
without makingany significant differencésat | could tell,
e x cept fatho€hrist h afaith irChrish verses
OReal ly, t Imany differaresebatween theh a
two translationd, cdéncluded
As the night grew to a close, | decided that comparing thé
two translatioa had been helpful to o Eat Popcpnoject
OBut, perhaps | need to look athertranslatios, just to
see iftherareanyot her di fferences. 6

1%
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Day Thirteen - Thursday
(February 22, 2008 9:58pm)

Today isThursdy and | was abto meet Sue for lunch;
joining her briefly at a restaurardfter she had met with a
volunteer from church. féer Sueleft to return to wek, | read
the beginning c& shortbook callegKnowing ScriptweR.C.
Sprou] a pastor and teacher wditects Ligonier Ministrieés
Orlando, Florida

| enjoyedDr. S p r ofwst éapterthat explored the
common myth that,

0The Bi bl et tosndesstand that foflyi c
highly skilled theologians with technical training can
ded with it

| wasencouragely hiswords

o0l f we can read the news
In fact, | would venture to guess that more difficult
concepts and wosdare expressed on the front page of
a newspaper than on most pageseoftiBigb | e . 6

In light of my recent readingalso found his discussion
on theKing Jamésrsiohelpful writing that:

0Some have charged that

Bible is ndting less than the work of the devil! Others
have acted as though the King James Version was
verbally ingpired transl
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Dr. Sproul explained h a t |, ONo oneofl oy

this translation more thaidP He continued,

0But one f atlketKing fameas é/ersian n g

cannot and must not be ignored: the King James
Versionis simply less accurate in its representation of
the original writings of Scripture than most modern
transhkations. 0

He explained that

OManuscript di s ceenthecentuey s
have greatly enriched our knowledge of the origina

teXt . o6
0So, a ¢ O $pobul, mgderh anslations can be
more accuthtn theKing James Versibeooncludeddo | b et

focus on the modern version

After spending thegstseveratlaysreading th&ing James
Versionl was ready for something less difficult

In the evening, as | sat down to work on the Eat
Popcormproject,| thought about my earliest Bible calleuk
Chi | dr e n Gtlsat cantaicetpioturesandaifawvivoeds
describingnanyof the great characters in the Bible: Adam and
Eve, Noah, Abraham, Moses dadughrist.

| thoughtalsoaboutthe next Bble that | hadreceived
from my parentsa Living Biblganslation, that my pareihizd
given me onthe Sunday that lompletedo Conf i r m3
C| aathedJnited Methodistlaurchin our hometownAs a
teenager thiwas the Bible that | read, keeping it next to my
bed.A few years latemy parents gave naaothelliving Bible
translationanarrow bookwith a shiny black cover
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To learn mor@bout this translatiphread a brief history
of the Living BiblanslationLike the NIV, | learned thahe
Living Bibleanslationvasstartedin the 19@s. The letters of
the New Testament were first redglagn 1962 in a volume
called theLiving Letteend the entire Bible was released in
1971 by author Kenneth N. Taylor.

To remember the timeline for the translations | was
reading, | updated my timeline on my yellow legal pad.

Translation Timeline

< ] ] >
<« 1 1 »

1611 1962 1
King James Version Living Bible New Internatio
(KIV) (LB) (NIV)

Unlike the NIV andmany othemBible translationghat
were translated by scholéhe Living Biblevas writterasa
paraphragaking the generaleas n t h echaptés laride &
verses and rewording thémo words thathe author hoped
was easier to understand

The preface to thevingBibleexplained

0The book you have in yo
the Bible. What does paraphrase meampamphrase
is to say something in different words than the author
used. It is a restatemen
di fferent waérds than he

As a young teenagewlitl not comprehend this concept
andfound myselfeeling gite confused Wwenl| would read an
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interesting phras® passage theNew Testamehthe Living
Biblewhichhad a footnote indicating thatias aquote from
the Old Testamdmvould then turn tdhe versein theLiving
Bi b Ole Bestamdnit the words wersurpisinglydifferent
thanthe wordsl had just reath theNew Testamédrthough
thatl had been readingd&rectquotefrom the OldTestament
and t did not make any sense to me liosyphrase could be
so differentWhat | failed tounderstandvas thathe Living
Bibletranslators were more interested in conveyilegs
instead of a worfbr word match of theriginal languagetd
English.

In the evening] pulled the slimplackleather covered
Living Biblfom my bookshelf andead t hr ough
letters | found the translatiorvery easy to read (just as | had
found in my teenage years). | forgotheck the clocks |
read the four letts butthe readingvent quicklymuch more
quickly thameading the N/ or theKing Jamesrsiors.

As | expeted,there werenanydifferencedetweerthe
Living Biblend the NIV.

The NIV, | saw wasa much more literal translation,
compared with the paraphrakedng Bible

In Philippians, for examplenoticed that the NI\gave
thismore literal translatiaf Phil. 3:6:

- 0as for zeal , persecu
|l egal istic righteousne

ThelLiving Bibldowevergavethis paraphrase:

- 0And sincere? Yes, S0
persecuted the church; and | tried to obey every
Jewish rie and regulation right down to the very
l ast point. 6
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On my yellow legal padnlade a chalistingsome of the
noticeable differencégtween the phrases in thging Bible

and the NIV:

Phrase inThe Living Phrase in NIV Verse
Bible
you are turningnaay so you are quickly Gal. 1:6
soon deserting
you are being fooled by some peoplare Gal. 1.7
thosewho twist and throwing you into
change the truth confusion
| solemnly swear | want you to know| Gal. 1:11
even before | was born set ne apart from | Gal. 1:15
God had chosen me birth
| went there with definit¢ | went in response Gal. 2:2
orders from God to a revelation
who came to spy on ug infiltrated our ranky Gal. 2:4
we did not listen to then we did not give intq Gal. 2:5
for a single moment them
I, too, was eager for thg | was eager to do| Gal. 2:10
| had to oppose him | opposed himto | Gal. 2:11
publicy his face
and then all the other The other Jews | Gal. 2:13
Jewish Christians and| joined him in his
even Barnabas becam| hypocrisy, so that
hypocrites togfollowing | by their hypocris
Pet er ds e x ¢ evenBarnabas wa
they certainly knebetter led astray
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Phrase inThe Living Phrase in NIV Verse
Bible
Woul dndt we doesthatmeanthg Gal. 2:17
that faith in Christ had| Christ promotes
ruined us? sin?
Then have you ge Are you so foolish] Gal. 3:3
completely crazyr if After beginning
trying to obey the Jewis with the Spirit, are
laws never gave you | you now tring to
spiritual life in the first | attain your goal by
place, why do you think  human effort?
that trying to obey them
now will make you stron
Christians?
so that he could adopt | receive the full Gal. 4.5
and us as his very owr rights of sons
sons
| was sick because of atiness| Gal. 4:13
Where is that happy spi| what hatappened| Gal. 4:15
that we felt together thel  to all your joy?
I frankl y d Iamperplexedby Gal.4:20
to do with you you
must always obey obliged to obey Gal. 5:3
Christis useless tyou alienated from Gal. 5:4
Christ
you have been given| cdled to be free | Gal. 5:13
freedom
do wrong indulge the sinful| Gal. 5:13
nature
overcome by some sin  caught in a sin Gal. 6:1
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In theletter to the Ephesians | read:

Phrase inThe Living Phrase in NIV Verse
Bible
when the time is ripe | when the times will Eph. 1:10
have reached thei
fulfillment
Godds gud a deposit Eph. 1:14
guaranteeing
| have never stopped| | have nbstopped | Eph. 1:16
thanking God for you | giving thanks for yo
under God objects of wrath Eph. 2:3
doing every wicked thin gratifying tle Eph. 2:3
that our passions evil | cravings of our sinfu
thoughts might lead us nature
into
he gave us back our livy made live in Christ Eph. 2:5
again
it is that| toprepareGo 6 § Eph. 4:12
will be equipped to do| people for works of
better works for him service
full-grown become mature | Eph. 4:13
bad language unwholesome talk| Eph. 4:29
So be careful how yoy be careful, then, hoy Eph. 5:15
act you live
male the most of every makirg the most of| Eph. 5:16
opportunity every opportunity
Honor Christ out of reverence fol Eph. 5:21
Christ
glorious church radiant church Eph. 5:27
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In theletter to the Philippians | noted

Phrase inThe Living Phrase in NIV Verse
Bible
your wonderful help partnership in the | Phil. 1:5
gospel
will keep right on will carry it out Phil. 1:6
hdping you
only God knows God can testify Phil. 1:8
tenderness of Jesus| affection of Christ | Phil. 1.8
Christ Jesus
my prayer for you this is my prayer | Phil. 1:9
see clearly the differen discernwhat is best| Phil. 1:10
inwardly clea blameless Phil. 1:10
soldiers in the barrack]  the whole palace | Phil. 1:13
guard
sign of their downfall that they will be Phil. 1:28
destroyed
Christians cheering ea| encourageent from | Phil. 2:1
other up being united in Chrig
how glad | Wi be that | that | may boast on| Phil. 2:16
my work among you hg the day of Christ tha
been worthwhile | did not run or labor
for nothing
who say you must bel those mutilators of| Phil. 3:2
circumcised to be savg the flesh
and | tried to obey eve as forlegalistic Phil. 3:6

Jewsh rule and
regulation right down t

the very last point

righteousness
faultless
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Phrase inThe Living Phrase in NIV Verse
Bible
everything else is | consider them Phil. 3:8
worthless rubbish
Dondt wor do not be anxious | Phil. 4:6
anything about anything
In the ktter to theColossianksaw these different
phrases
Phrase in The Living Phrase in NIV Verse
Bible
the joys of heaven | stored up for you in| Col. 1:5
heaven
changing lives bearing fruit Col. 1:6
made us fit qualified you Col. 1:12
Sat ands |k domnion of darknesy Col. 1:13
evil thoughts and evil behavior Col. 1:21
actions
And |, Paul, have the which I, Paul, have| Col. 1:23
joy of telling others become a servant
This is my work To this end | labor | Col. 1:29
strong ties of love united in love Col. 2:2
you have everything| you hae been given| Col. 2:10
when you have Chris|  fullness in Christ
he gave you a share| God made yoalive | Col. 2:13
the very life of Christ with Christ
let heaven fill your set youhearts on Col. 32
thoughts things above
you have beenchose Godds ¢ ho| Col 3:12
by God
dondot be devote yourselves t¢ Col. 4.2

prayer; keep at it

prayer
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Phrase in The Living Phrase in NIV Verse
Bible

pray that I will be bolg praythat | may Col. 4:4
enough to tell it freely  proclaim it clearly
and fully, and make i

plain
sends you his love sends you his Col. 4:10
greetings
always earnestly pray|l always wrestling in| Col. 4:12
for you prayer for you
| can assure you | vouch for him Col. 4:13
Here is my own I, Paul, wie this Col. 4:18
greeting in my own | greeting in my own
handwriting hand

| enjoyed reading tHavingBibletranslation particularly

the phrases wherthe translater added punctuation (like
guesibn marks or exclamation markghich madeP a ul o
emotions seelmeightened:

OHave you agloy ecGabaBp? ét(

Oéare you going

to just th
hardly believe it!

6 (Gal
ol want you to realize that God has been made rich
because we who are Chri st

(Eph. 1:18)

ol f ot her s  ovat they are cesganly ¢ d
could!é (Phil. 3:4)
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With theLiving Bibleexpectd the phrases to be different
than the NIVbecause it was a paraphrased version.

0 Per hshpukl look at a fewnore translatiosp |
thoughtbefore falling asleep.
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Day Fourteen- Friday
(February 23, 2008 11:38pm)

Tonight wasCarnivaNight an annualundraisingevent
hosted by theParent Teacher Organizatianf our S
Elementary SchaoAt the school,Sue worked a rifgss
game in a First Gda room, while | hega the Boyscauts in
the parking lot direttafficto ashuttle bus at a nearby church.

The weather turned quite cold after sunset, so | made

freqguent trips to the s.choo

As | stoodi n t he s c Hob direcling taffica r k
holding mywhite styrofoam cufilled with hot chocolatel
wasstruck by the thought that this would be the last time all
three boys would likely be at the same school.

It hasreallybeen convenierfor us to have them all
togetherwith one inthefirst gradeanother irthird grade and
our oldest irsixthgrade.

As | stood alone in the parking,lbthoughtalsoabout
Bible translationd. thought about my youttand how after
receivingthe Living Biblas a young teenager, tiext Bible
that | was givenwas a thick green paperback New
International Versio@ne Year Bilalg a gift from my parents
for myHigh Schoograduation,

The One Year Biblsone could guess, ha&8b5 entries,
onefor each dagftheyear Each day 0eadfoure a (
passagefrom Scripture:one long sectionfrom the Old
Testamentanother fromthe New Testamend, section from
thePsalms and verse or two frorfroverbs.

Just before | started college, | began readir@ney ear
Bibleand a year and a half ldtad finisheditSo f or me
always thought of it as iye and a HikaBible

135

N



Week Two

A vyear later,| received awther New International
translation of the Bibléor my birthday a brown leather
Thompson Chain ReferencevitiVimany helpful maps and
defnitionsof words It is a Bible thdtstill use today

After collegewhen | wasn sminary, an Old Testament
professor recommendedadher versionthat hasalsobeen
one ofmy favorite: The New Oxford AnnotatedaBiicle uses
the Revised Standardid€RSV)as its textThis Bble with a
redhardcover s nowfilled with notes andnderlinegpassages
that 16 vfeund helpful over the years\ few months ago |
showed thidranslation of the Bibleo my oldest son who
noticed that the Bible contairteé books of the Apocrypha.

OWhy didndét anyone tell m
Bi bl e ? dincrecdulouslg k e d

0Those books wehatiscalkethe intar e n
testamentgberiodd | expl ai ne detweenThe a t
Old and New Testae n't s , SO not al | Bi

I d typicallyreadthe books of the Apocryphiaut |
liketheNew Oxford Annot&dilell the same

Back home, after the carnival, | picked up my red covere
New Oxford Revised Standard Veasirookedirst at the
Bi bl e d s Actordiadgtoahe ereface, the translation of
the Revised Standard VéR&Wtook place in the 1940s and
1950s. The New Testament, | learned, was finalized in 194
and the Old Testament in 1952.

To remember when theansationsoccurred | updated
my timeline on my yellow legal pgdin
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Translation Timeline

<] | | | >
<« 1 1 1 1 »

1611 1946 1962 1978
King James Version Revisal Standard Ver.  Living Bible New International
(K3V) (RSV) (LB) (NIV)

Next, | looked athe number of chaptesPa ul 6 s
in theRevid Standard Ver&R®\). What | foundwaswhat |
had seen in all of the Bible translations:

Galatians had six chapters.

Ephesians also had six chapters.

Philippians had four.

Colossians had four chapters.

Then | looked at the number of verses in eagbtezha
and madermther chart of what | found.

Number of Verses

Ch. Gal. Eph. Phil. Col.
NIV | RSV | NIV | RSV | NIV | RSV | NIV | RSV
24 |24 23 |23 30 |30 29 |29
21 |21 22 |22 30 |30 23 |23
29 |29 21 |21 21 |21 25 |25
31 |31 32 |32 23 |23 18 | 18
26 | 26 33 |33
18 | 18 24 |24
Total | 149 | 7149 | 155 | 155 | 104 | 104 | 95 | 95

OO A W|IN|F

Againl found that all of the Bible translations h a t
examinedhad the same numberabfapters and verses.
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Next, | turned to Galatians ithe Revisegtandar® ersion
and read tBsewords:

0 P a u Aposted not from men nor through man,
but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who
raised him from the ded@dand all the brethren who
are with @e. o6 (Gal. 1:1

As | read through th&kSV, | noted some of the
differences betweehis translationard the older King James
Versioand thanore moderiNIV.

On my yellow notepddhoted these &ferences as | read
the letter to th&alatians:

Phrase in the | Phrase inthe| Phrasein NIV | Verse
RSV KJV
there are som|{ there besome | some people ar¢ Gal.
who trouble | thattroubé | throwing youintg 1:7
you you confusion
I would have | 1 certify you | want you to Gal.
you know know 1:11
set me apart| separated fron set me apart fron Gal.
beforeIlwas| my mot birth 1:15
born womb
| wentup by | | wentp by | went in Gal.
revelation revelation responsetoa | 2.2
revelation
secretly came in privilyl infiltrated our Gal.
brought in ranks 2:4
we did not to whom we | we did not give| Gal.
yield gave place by into them 2:5
submission subjection
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Phrase in the| Phrase inthe| Phrasein NIV | Verse
RSV KJV
they saw that | when they savf they saw that|| Gal.
had been | that the gospe had been 2.7
entrusted with of the entrusted with
the gospel to| uncircumcisior| the task of

the
uncircumcised
just as Peter
had been
entrusted with
the gospel to

was committeq
unto me, as
the gospel of
the
circumcision
was unto Pete

preaching the
gospel to the

Gentiles, just ag
Peter had been t

the Jews

the
circumcised
And with him | And the other| The other Jews| Gal.
the rest of the Jews joined him in his| 2:13
Jews acted | disembled | hypocrisy, so tha
insincerely, sq likewise with | by their hypocris
that even | him; insomuch even Barnabas
Barnabas way that Barnabag was led astray.
carried away also was
by their carried away
insincerity. with their
dissimulation
is Christ then| is therefore | does that mean| Gal.
an agent of Christ the that Christ 2:17
sin? minister of sin| promotes sin?
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Phrase in the| Phrase inthe| Phrasein NIV | Verse
RSV KJV
Are you so Are ye so Are you so Gal.
foolish? foolish? having  foolish? After 3:3
Having begun| begun inthe | beginning with
in the Spirit, | Spirit, are ye| the Spirit, are yo
are you now | now made now trying to
ending with | perfect by the| attain your goal
the flesh? flesh? by human effort?
receive receive the | receive the full | Gal.
adoption as | adoption of rights of sons 4:5
sons sons
bodily ailment| infirmity of the illness Gal.
flesh 4:13
What has where is the what has Gal.
become of thg blessednessy happenedto alll 4:15
satisfaction spake of your joy?
you felt?
| am perplexeq¢ Istandin || am perplexed b| Gal.
about you doubt of you you 4:20
bound to keeg  debtor to obliged taobey | Gal.
5:3
severed from Christ is alienated from | Gal.
Christ become of no Christ 5:4
effect unto yoy
called to called to called to be freg Gal.
freedom liberty 5:13
an opportunity, an occasion tq indulge the sinfu| Gal.
for the flesh the flesh nature 5:13
overtaken in | overtakening caughtinasin| Gal.
any trespass fault 6:1
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In the lette to the Ephesians | noted these differences

Phrase in the

Phrase inthe | Phrase in NIV | Verse
RSV KJV
in the fulness in the when the times| Eph.
of time dispensation o| will have reache( 1:10
the fulnessf their fulfillment
times
the guaranteg the earnest of] a deposit Eph.
of our our inheritance guaranteeing oy 1:14
inheritance inheritance
| do not cease | cease not to I have not Eph.
to give thankg give thanks for | stopped giving | 1:16
for you you thanks for you
children of children of objects of wrath| Eph.
wrath wrath 2:3
made us alivg quickened us made live in Eph.
together with | together with Christ 2.5
Christ Christ
For by grace| For by grace| Foritis by gracq Eph.
you have beel are ye saved| you have been| 2:8
saved throgh | through faith; | saved, through
faith; and this| and that not of| faithii and this
is not your | yourselves: iti not from
own doing, it | the gift of God| yourselves, itis
is the gift of the gift ofGod
God
to equip the For the to prepig Eph
saints for perfecting of | people for workg 4:12
works of the saints, for of service
ministry the work of the
ministry
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Phrase in the| Phrase inthe | Phrasein NIV | Verse
RSV KJV
to mature a perfect man| become mature| Eph.
manhood 4:13
evil talk corrupt unwholesome | Eph.
communication talk 4:29
look carefully walk be careful, then| Eph.
then how you| circumspectly| how you live 5:15
walk
making the | redeeming thg making the mos{ Eph.
most of the time of every 5:16
time opportunity
the glorious church radiant church | Eph.
churieh 5:27
splendor
in chains in bonds in chains Eph.
6:20

In the letter to the Philippians | rahdse phrases

Phrase in the | Phrase inthe| Phrase in NIV | Verse
RSV KJV
will bring it to | will performit| will carry it out | Phi.
completion 1:6
God is my God is my God can testify | Phil.
withess record 1:8
soyou may | thatye may| so thatyou may| Phil.
approve what approve be able taliscern| 1:10
is excellent | things thatar¢  what is best
excellent
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Phrase in the | Phrase inthe| Phrasein NIV | Verse
RSV KJV
the whole in all the the whole palacqg Phil.
praetorian pdace guard 1:13
guard
their token of that they will be | Phil.
destruction perdition destroyed 1:28
encouragemer| consolation i encouragement| Phil.
in Christ Christ from being uniteq 2:1
in Christ
in the day of | that | may that | may boast| Phil.
Christ I may | rejoice inthe| on the day of 2:16
be proud that | day of Christ, Christ that | did
did notrunin| thatlhave | notrun or labor
vain or labor i notrunin for nothing
vain vain, neither
laboured in
vain
those who | the concision| those mutilators| Phil.
mutilate the of the flesh 3:2
flesh
as to touching the| as for legalistic| Phil.
righteousnesy righteousnesy righteousness,| 3.6
under the law| which is in the faultless
blameless | law, blameles
| countthem | | countthem| | considerthem| Phil.
as refuse but dung rubbish 3.8
Have no be careful for] do not be anxioug Phil.
anxiety about nothing about anything | 4:6
anything
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In the letter to the Colossians | read:

Phrase in Phrase inthe | Phrase in NIV | Verse
The RSV KJV
laid up for | laid up for you| stored up for | Col. 1:5
you in hegen in heaven you in heaven
qualified us | made us mee| qualified you | Col. 1:12
doing evil wicked works| evil behavior | Col. 1:21
deeds
which, |, Paul whereof | Paul which I, Paul, | Col. 1:23
became a am made a | have become :
minister minister servant
for this | toil Whereunto | tothisend | | Col. 1:29
also labour labor
knit together| knit together in united in love | Col. 2:2
in love love
you have | ye are complet you have beern Col. 2:10
come to in him given fullness ir
fulness of life Christ
in him
God made | he quickened| God made you Col. 2:13
alive togethel together with | alive with Chris
with him Him
set your set your set your hearty Col. 3:2
minds on affection on | on things abovsg
things above| things above
Goddsen| electofGod | Godds (¢ Col 3:12
ones people
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Phrase in Phrase in the | Phrase in NIV | Verse
The RSV KJV
continue continue in devote Col. 4:2
steadfastly in prayer yourselves to
prayer prayer
that | may that | may pray that | may Col. 4:4
make it clear] make it proclaim it
as | ought to manifest clearly
speak
greets you | saluteth you | sends you his| Col. 4:10
greetings
always labouring | always wrestlin| Col. 4:12
remembering fervently for in prayer for
you earnestly you in prayers you
in his prayers
| bear him | bear him | I vouch for him| Col. 4:13
withess record
[, Paul, write| the salutation| |, Paul, write | Col. 4:18
this greeting| bythe hand of | this greetingn
withmy own me Paul my own hand
hand

As | looked at my list, | noticed thhe Revised Standard
Versiolept some elements of the eaKieglames Versibat
alsochangedomewords and phrases

Next, | looked atmy previous notes in myellow
notepad. Earlier, | had noted four major differences betweer
the King James Versiodthe New International \éerand |

had written:
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1.Absolute statements
2.Walk phrases
3. Difference in tense

40FapftChri sto mGhr ioFtad
ol t wi || be i nter etsabslatorg
handl ed theseol sswoaesged [ fth

reflects the earliéting James Veyrsio if theymade changes
similar tothe changes made in the 1970s bytrtmeslatorof
theNIVt ransl ati on?5¢6

To learn more, | firsiooked at what | had called
OAbsolute Statement8 | had noticech few days earli¢hat
for some statements where Kiag James Verkiad used a
word like alwayshe NIV had changed the phrase with the
wordsseemexd triedtq which | essened t
theoriginal translation

As | readthe first chapterof Galatiansin the Revised
Standard Versibnotic ed t hat it too el i
statements just as the NIV had. In describing the persecutio
of the church, | remembered that Kimg James/ersion
described Paul as havingastéd a dedtroygd t he . c h
The RSVlike the NIVthat came &fritu s ed t htdedp h
to destrog the church

0So in this casé | t htleeuNdVh df the 1970s
followed thelead of the RSV written in the 1940s in
eliminatingthis 6 a b s o | u tused by pHe rKing &ames
Version. o

In Galatians chapter twohad noticedseveral days ago
that theKing Jam¥srsiohadP a u | descrwhbhi ng
were f r e p whilatheiNd/rusedl he phr ase d
seemedo b e (in &a.@:2)ntarastingly nithis casahe
RSV of the 1940svas dfferent than both translations, but
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closer in its tone to th€ing Jam¥srsionThe RS\from the
1940s translated Galatians 22 ash os e who wer

0So0,in thesecase®f Absolute Phrases | conhel u
RSV changedome othe absolute statenis hatwerein the
King James Versidnut not all of thend

Next | turned my attention to the second item on my list
of differencedetween the translations, somettieg | had

calledhedWalk Phrases .
| hadnoticed that imll but one oP a u | té¥ssvhete ¢he

King James Vergiame d

the word divé ,follaly @ad O
On my yellow legal pad, | made a chart netiveyethe

t hwalld theoNd\Vdnstead used

Revised Standard Verdloanged or kept th
Phrase in KJV Phrase in RY | Verse | Status
of word
owall
theywalked not they weraot Gal. | Changed
uprightly accaling straightforward| 2:14
to the truth of the | about the truth of
gospel the gospel
This | say then, | But | saywalkby | Gal. Kept
walkin the Spirit the Spirit 5:16
If we live in the If we live by the | Gal. Kept
Spirit, let us also| Spirit, let us alsg 5:25
walk irthe Spirit. | walkby the Spirit.
And as many as| Peace and merc] Gal. Kept
walk accordintht® | be upon all who| 6:16
rule, peace be on walkby this rule
them
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Phrase in KJV Phrase in RY | Verse | Status
of word
owal

in time past ye | in which you oncq Eph. Kept

walked according walkedollowing 2:2
the course of this| the course of thig
world world

For we are his For we are his | Eph. Kept

workmanship, workmanship, 2:10

created in Christ| created in Christ

Jesus unto good| Jesus for good

works, which God| works, which God
hath before prepared
ordained thiawe beforehand, that
shouldwalk in then we shouldvalk in
them
therefore, the | therefore, a Eph. | Changed
prisoner of the prisoner for the | 4:1
Lord, beseech yoy Lord, beg you to
that yewalk worthy leadalife wortlof
of the ocation the calling to
wheewith ye are | which you have
called been called
This | say therefor¢ Now | affirm and| Eph. | Changed
and testify in the | testify in the Lord| 4:17

Lord, that ye
henceforthwalk not
asother Gentiles
wdk, in the vanity
of their mind

that youmust no
longer lias the
Gentiledq in the
futility of their
minds.
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Phrase in KJV Phrase in RY | Verse | Status
of word
owal

Andwalk ifove, asl Andwalk irlove, | Eph. Kept
Christ hath loved u as Christ loved uj 5:2
walkas children of| walkas children o] Eph. Kept
light light 5:8
see then thatye| Look carefully | Eph. Kept
walkcircumspectly| thenhow yomalk | 5:15
not as fools, but a not as unwismen
wise but as wise
Nevertheless, let ushold true Phil. | Changed
whereto we hee what we hve 3:16
already attained, I attained
uswalkby the same
rule
Brethren, be Brethren, joinin| Phil. | Changed
followers together| imitating me, anq 3:17
of me, and mark | mark th@ewho sq
them whictwalkso | liveas you have a
as ye have us forg example in us.
ensample.
for manywalk ma n Vivéas Phil. | Changed
3:18
that ye mighivalk | to lead a lifleorthy | Col. | Changed
worthy of the Lord| of the Lord, fully| 1:10

unto all pleasing,
being fruitful in

very good work

pleasing tdim,
bearing fruit in

every good work
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Phrase in KJV Phrase in RY Verse | Status
of word
owal

0As ye | OAsthereforeyoy Col. | Changed
therefore receiveq received Christ 2:6
Christ Jesus the| Jesus thkeord, so

Lord, sowalkye in livea n hi
hi moé
oin whicldoin thes| Col Kept
walkedome time, | walkedvhen you| 3:7
when ye lived in i ved i
t hemo

owalki n  wi g ocondugburselvey Col. | Changed
wisely toward 4:5
outsideré

In reading theRevised Standard Veosight | noticed
that of the eightedimest he owal k phr aseq
King James Version, the R&prthewo r d dindarek 6
andchangedit to another wordindgimes.

What was even more interesting to me, was that in the
nine instances when the RSV followed the KJV translation an
ke the wordwalk it utilized a different word immediately
following it. For example,hare theKJV usedthe phrase
0 waittkh e S pRevided Siandard ¥ers@bthe phrase
owatytkhe Spirito

0So,unlike the NIVof the 1970shat changethe walk
phrasseventeen out of eighteen timée RSV of the 1940s
c hangewalk pHrtase dali of thecases but not in
othersd cancluded
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0ANd, just like the last area | looked at, tRevised
Standard Verskept some elements of tharlierKingJames
Version but also changedsome wor d s and p

A third difference between theng Jamasd the NIV
translations that had noticedseveral days ageere a few
cases of difference in tense

Thisodf f er e n owas notrll pereasiveyel dad
found a few instances where timg Jam¥ersiorused one
tense in its translation afverl and the NIV used another
tense.

| thought of Prilippiansl:11where th&King Jam¥srsion
described dbeingfilled wi t h t he fruit 0

comparedwitht h e NI V 6 s dfiltedwahntie Ifraittof o n :

righteousnesso

When | looked at thigersejn theRevised Standard Version
I noticed,interestinglythatthe RSV was different than both
translationsThe RSV translated Phil. 1:11 difled with the
fruits of righteouériaghis versethe RS\Mranslated the word
ofilleddé in a similar way
however, the RSiseda word druitéwhichwas dferert than
both the NIV and KJV.

In Gal. 2:201 had seeanother example tfie difference
in tensebetween th&ing James Veraiwhthe NIV TheKing
Jametsanslatiorusedthe phrased lamcrucifiel wi t h C
while the NIV had have beenicified with Christ 6

When | read the verse in tReviseda@tlard Versjdn
discovered that its translation was the same as the one us
later by the NIV.

0So, ineach ofthese casesf a differencean tense, it
appearsthat the NIV of the 1970sbasicallyfollowed the
changemade by thR®evised Standard Vérsiont he 19 4
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The fourth difference thatladnoticedbetween th&ing
JameVersioand the NIVtranslationsve r e t h €aitlp h r
of Christ6  a Raith ird Christ.6 The King James Version
noticedused t he
four letters, whildhe NIV translated the same phrases as
of anCthir i st 6.

oHow did the RSV translate e h r al sven@eded.

To compare the translatiohspade a chart tearn how
each of the versions (the KJV and the RSV) translated th
of aith of Christ/faith in C

Phrase in KJV

Phrase in the RSV

Verse

Knowing that a man is
not justified by the work
of the law, but by thiaith

ofJesus Christen we

have believed in Jesu:
Christ, that we might be
justified by théait of

Christand not by the
works of the law: for by
the works of the law shé

no flesh be justified.

know that a man is
not justified byvorks
of the lawbutthrough
faith/in Jesus Christ
even we have believg
in Christ Jesus, in
order to be justifiedyb
faith/in Christand not
by works of the law,
because by works o
the law shall no one |
justified.

Gal.
2:16

I am crucified with Chris
nevertheless | live; yet n
[, but Christ liveth in me
and the life which | now
live in the flesh | live by
thefaithofthe Son of Gc
who loved me, and gav

himself for me.

| have been crucifieq
with Christ it is no
longer | who livehut
Christwholives in
me and he life Inow
live in the flesh live
by faith/r? the Son of
Godwho loved me
and gave himgdor

Gal.
2:20
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Phrase in KJV Phrase inthe RSV | Verse
me.
But the scripture hath But the sripture Gal.

concluded all under sin consigned all thingst{ 3:22
that the promise Hgith sin, that what was
ofJesus Chrisight be promised tdaithin
given to them that belie\ Jesus Chrisiight be
given to those who

believe
According to the eterng This wasaccordig to Eph.
purpose which he theeternal purpose| 3:1112

purposed in Christ Jesy which hehas realized
our Lord: In whom we | in Chrit Jesus our
have boldness and accq{ Lord, in whom we

with confidence by the| have boldness and

faithofhim confidence of acces
throughour faith/in
him
And be found in him, ng and be found in him, Phil. 3:9
having mine own not having a

righteousness, which is| righteousness of my
the law, but that which ii own, based olaw,
through theaithofChrist but that which is
the righteousness whish throughfaithin Christ
of God by faith: righteousnedsom
Godthat depends on
faith.

In looking at the chart, saw that inall of the places
whee theKing James Versicned t he opf@haset
theRevisédandarifersion s ed t he ipQihrraisset @

0 Simeach othesep hr as es, 0 justlikethe c |
phrases that used a differeincense-- the NIV of the 1970s
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followed the changes made by fRevised Standard Veérsion
the 1940s. 6

Next, my thoughts turned todprofessothatl had seen
on televisionwho had referred to the Biblas solel\being
wr i thylrenman hands o6 and htehaBti b
dlaws 0 b lpoking at the differences between all of the
di fferent manuscripts over {

0l 6m really chlecduldsag thahess t
translations shoso manyifferences, | ponder ed
translation(which is one of the most popular and reder
modern translationsseems to have followed most of the
choices made by translators of the RSV of the 18d40s.
none of those changes in the translation reveal gigantic flav
or deviationgrom the meaning of the words translated into
Englishin 16116

| had to conclude thatfter reading the threémore
litera) translationsthe King James Versioh61] the Revised
Standard Versuafrthe 1940sandthe New International Version
of the 1970s, tould find no major theological differences
betweerthem.

After reading the RSV duriige eveningl alsohad to
admit thatit wasone of my favoriteEnglishtranslations. |
liked how it usedsome of the phrasdsom the King James
Versionbut alsancludednore modern words.

| thought again about the difént versions of the Bible
thatl had on my bookshelf:

- King James Version

- Revised Standard Version

- New International Version

- Good News for Modern Man
- New Century Bible

- Amplified Bible

154

VS




Different Versions

ol need to pick athesQod&atd a
PopcofrooKetél t hought . olt might
if I jump back and forth between differetranslations
throughout the bookletf | pick one translation to quote
from, maybe readers can have their Bibles open and follo
along with mé.

After some thoughtl decidée to use theNIV when
quoting Sripture

0 | torie sof the mostpopularof the modern Engish
translations that | hage | concluded.

But esen with that decision, though, khew that
throughout the project,would be lookingto seehow other
versonstranslated the text.
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Day Fifteen- Saturday
(February 24, 2008 10:12 pm)

Today is Saturday and we had three basketballtgames
attend Our youngesson playedUpward Basketlzdlla local
Presbyterian Church at 8:00amd Again, to his chagrimo
score was kept.

0 Wh o doi nyko uw otnh? tnewhen tha gakme d
was over.

olt waslcltosa, him. o1 don

0l dm p rwetidodye hapliedoeWe reallygood
in the second half. 6

Laterin the morning, ar oldest sobs t easapl
local Junior High Schof#inal ScoreOldestSonds Tea
Opponents 30).

Then, in the afternoonup middle son playeat a local
Elementary SchoolFinal ScoreMiddle Son d s Tea
Opponents 17).

As usual, | was proud e&ch of the boys.lIAhreereally
hustled out on the court.

Af terwards, I gave t hem
everythi ogémemeechguys, 6 |
more and more like Mike Brafigm T V dl'se Bady Bunch
thanlwouldhave lkkedg, sbhtot s uineed 0Ot
to focus on. Your team needs you guys to be good on defens
to box out and get rebounds, ahdnto pass to the open
guy. 6

When we returned home, | had a chance to think abou
the Go Eat Popcgroject.For the past few daydad been
thinking @out a passagéom R. C. Spr calédd s
Knowing ScriptDre Sproul had noted that,
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OReading foreign transl g
subtle nuances of meaning that can be better capture
in a | anguage¥other than

0 Readi ng tramslatforomigbt ibg mteresting, |
thought.Sq | searched through my bookshelves and fownd
Frenchand Spanistianslations of the Bible.

In High Schooll had takerthreeyears of Frencand in
college | had takdawo years of Spanish. Todaywashoping
thattwenty years lateat least some of the words would come
back to me, rad that the foreign translations would prove
insightful.

Among all of my class in High School and college
foreign languages were the dhasl struggled with the most.
One of the French textbooks in High Schasll recalhad a
short story that needed to be translated. The story was about
boy and his High School friends Wiaalformed a band called
theOrange Ducks

oOWai t a | had raskedemyseltonfused as |
translated the wordds this a rock band or a dineatré® 6

As French was the first &gn language that | had
studied in school decidedo start with that translatiai the
Biblethis afternoon

A few years agm 2004when | was travelingrfaork in
Geneva, Switzerland | stumbled upon a wonderful Christiay
bookstore called,la Maison du Biblde House of the Bible).
The bookstore was fantastic, and contained many books &
Christian authors. What | found fascinating, though, was tha
the upstairsof the bookstore containedthe Geneva Bible

Soci etyds 0 LaeMadanrdg Biblas the antyy 0|.

bookstore that | Ove ever be
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find a book on the shelf and buy it, or go toupistairof the
st or e an dhe bobkofrom ¢heeddinglibrary and
return it a few dayater

In the bookshop, the workers directed me to a modern
French translatiotinat was simplytled La Bible

| purchased thesmall red covereBible as well as a
devotionalbook calledPromeses de la Bible pouBihle
Promises for MenAt the time Ithought | would read both
books, howeverpther than the few dayshen| was in
Geneval had not rea@ither of the booksince

This afternoon | looked inside the cover, and saw that the

copyright was for the year 2000, and the official title of the
transl| at i daBibeads@edra I(ITehde Bi bl
Sower).Next, | turned to the New Testamentalled the
Nouveau Testammegrenchandf ound Paul 6s | e
Galatians, | disconed,was called,ettre Aux Galates
Ephesians was calleditre Aux Ephesiens
Philippians was calldgsttre Aux Philippiens
Colossians was calledttre Aux Colossiens

| began by reading thettre Aux Gaksfthe letter to the
Galatians) andad the first verse:

Cette lette vous est adressée par Rguditre, non par
une autorité humaine, ni par lintermédiaire d'un
homme, mais par JésTisrist et par Dieu, le Pére, qui
I'a ressuscité d'entre les morts.

Some of the words were similar to Ehgll noticed, but
others were not.
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| liked seeing how some familiar Englistnasawere

translated into Frenchndwrote them down on my legal pad:

Name in French | Name in English Verse
Paul Paul Gal. 1:1
JésuChrist Jesus Christ Gal. 1:1
Dieu, le Pee God, the Father Gal. 1:1
notre Péere Our Father Gal. 1:3
I'Arabie Arabia Gal. 1:17
Damas Damascus Gal. 1:17
Tite Titus Gal. 2:1

| alsoenjoyed seeing some famiikaenchwords and

phraseshat | had learned in High School :

French English Verse
Au contraire! On the contrary Gal. 27,
3:12
Liberté Freedom Gal. 5:1
l'assurance Confident Gal. 5:10
au bon moment at the proper time| Gal. 6:9
ces grandes letters large letters Gal. 6:11

Next, | wrote dowmmoreFrench phrasesn my notepad

159

thinkingabout howsome ofthe phraseseemedimilarto the
English, yet otheseemedo very different.




Week Two

Phrase in French Phrase in English Verse
(NIV)
de la rapidité avec laqug so quickhdeserting| Gal. 1:6
vous abandonnez
Dans la pratique du | was advancing in| Gal. 1:14
judaisme, jlais plus loin Judaism
gue la plupart
pour les traditions que| for the traditions of| Gal. 1:14|
j'avais recues de mes my fathers
ancétres
O Galates insenseés! You foolish Gal. 3:1
Galatians!
Manquez/ous a ce point] Are you so foolish? Gal. 3:3
d'intelligace?
une alliance covenant Gal. 3:17
Ne vous faites pas Do not be deceived| Gal. 6:7
d'illusions: Dieu ne se God cannot be
laisse pas traiter avec| mocked. A man
mépris. On récolte ce qy reaps what he sow
l'on a semé.

Onethingthat!| noticedwhile | was readinga ul 6 s
French,

totheGal at i

ans

i n

English translationyas the frequent use of the wingtegn
Galatians 1:11, Gal. 4:31land Gal. 6:18) The English
translation of the woriléred remembereds 0brothersé

In my initial reading of Galatiaims English | had the

impression that Paul was deeply upset with the Galatians, ev
mad atthem because hdad c a | |
Obewi t(icr Gak @:dand Gal. 3:3) did n & t

ed

t h eamd

view after reading the French translation, thet French
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translation di hel p
before.

0 Een thoughPaulwas concerned and upset wiik

readersn Galatia 6 |

be brothens Chrish
ol di dnot
concluded.

me see

S 0 meseeh i

s u mmstll constdered theno th e

not i

c e arslitiod |

In EphesianscalledLa Lettre Aux Ephesien&rench|

enjoyed howmany of the words and phrases soundad

wrote a few down.

Phrase in French

Phrase in English

Verse

moi aussi

me alsoliterally, but
not translated ithe
NIV)

Eph.
1:15

la glorieuse richesse d
I'héritage que Dieu vou;
fait partager avec tous|
ceux qui lui appartienne

the riches of his
glorious inheritance i
the saints

Eph.
1:18

Chef a I'Egbe

head over everythin
for the church

Eph.
1:22

préparées a l'avance

prepared in advanc

Eph.
2:10

le prisonnier de Jésus
Christ pour vous, les nol
Juifs

the prisoner of Chris
Jesa for the sake of
you Gentiles

Eph. 3:1

la Bonne Nouvelle

The Gad News

Eph. 3:6
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Phrase in French Phrase in English Verse
Que le Christ habite dary  so that Christ may | Eph.
votre c¢i ur| dwellinyourhearts| 3:17
Enracinés et solidemen through faith. And |
fondés dans I'amour | pray that you, being
rooted and
established in love
prisonnier a eese du as a prisoner for thel Eph. 4:1
Seigneur Lord
exprimant la vérité dan{ speaking the truthin Eph.
I'amour love 4:15
Réveillgoi Wake up Eph.
5:14
Vous, enfants You children Eph. 6:1
la Bonne Nouvelle de l§ The Good News of | Eph.
paix peace 6:15
la Parole de Dieu The Word of God Eph.
6:17
un ambassadeur encha] an ambassadorin| Eph.
chains 6:20
amour inalterable an undying love Eph.
6:24
In Ephesians, found it interesting that the word for
Gent i |l es-Juwiafss 60 n(ofbp honon-J2wslh ,

word, | thought that wa® snuch easier to remember than the

word Gentiléa English.

In the letter to thePhilippians (called thieettre Aux
Philippiensenjoyed how tleephrases sounded in French:
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Phrase in French Phrase in English Verse
je prie pour vous tous e| in all my prayers for| Phil. 1:4
toute occasion, et c'est all of you, | always
toujours avec joie que je pray with joy
fais
place particuliére dang since | have you in n| Phil. 1:7
mon cCci ur heart
mon emprisonnement § because of my chain  Phil.
encouageé la plupart dey most of the brothers  1:14
freres in the Lord have bee
encouraged
la grandeur du Christ the magnitude of Phil.
Christ 1:20
ne chercha pas a profit¢  did not consider | Phil. 2:7
de I'égalité avec Dieu| equality with God
something to be
grasped
pour étre irréprocles et| to be irreproachablg Phil.
purs, des enfants de Diq and pure, children o] 2:15
God
Si quelgu'un croit pouvo| If someone belies | Phil. 3:4
se confier en ce qui vierl to be able to entrusi
de 'homme, je le puis bi{ themselves in this th
advantage comes from man, |
then have well morg
Réjouissexzous en tout Literal translation | Phil. 4:4

temps de tout ce que le

Seigneur est pour vous

Oui, je le répéte, soyez
dans la joie

Rejoice all the time

thatthe Lord is for

you. Yes, | repeat if
be in joy
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Phrase in French

Phrase in English

Verse

NIV translation:
Rejoice in the Lord
always. | will say it

again: Rejoice!

In the letter to the Colossians (called ltbdre Aux
Colossig¢henjoyed how thesgords andhrases sounded in

French:
Phrase in French Phrase in English Verse
saluent greetings Col. 1:1
royaume de lumiére kingdom of light | Col. 1:12
dans le royaume de so| Literal translation | Col. 1:13
Fils bieraimé in the kingdom of his
weltloved Son
et la fermeté de vetfoi | Firmness in yousth | Col. 2:5
en Christ in Christ
La, il a désarmé toute| And having disarme| Col. 2:15
Autorité, tout Pouvaoir, the powersrad
les donnant publiqueme| authorities, he made
en spectacle quand il le§ public spectacle of
trainés dans son corted them, triumphing
triumphal prés sa victoirf  over them by the
a la croix. Cross
Car vous étes morts, e] For you died, and | Col. 3:3
votre vie est cachée ave your life is now
Christ en Dieu hidden with Christ in
God
Dans cette nouvelle | Literallyln this new | Col. 3:11
humanité humanity
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Que votre parole soit LiterallyLet your Col. 4:6
toujours empreinte de I3 word always be tingg
grace de Dieu with the grace of Go

| was glad to have read the French translation and foun

ithelpfui n | earni ng more about Rau

Later in the evenind decidedto read mySpanish
translation| had studiedEspandior four semesters when |
was in college. During that tirhdnad picked up a Spanish
translation of the New Testament caté€€anmo A La Luz
(The Way of the Light) when | had geméviexico Cityfor a
weekwith somefriends from hurch

In thesmallNew TestamentélledEl Nuevo Testamiento

Spanish | turned to Paul ds | etter

Galatans, | discovered, was cal@dlata
Ephesians was calldgfesios
Philippians was callddlipenses
Colossians was call&hlosenses

| began by reading ti@alads (the letter to the Galatians)
and readsalatians 1:2 inSpanish,

oPabl o, ap-stol, enviniado
por malio de ningin hombre, sino por Jesucristo y
por Dios Padre que lo resucitd de entre los muertos, \
todos los hermanos que estan conmigo, a las iglesi
de Gad aci ao

Like the French] enjoyedseeing how some familiar
English names were translate8parsh

Name in Spanish Name in English Verse
Pablo Paul Gal. 1:1
Jesucristo Jesus Christ Gal. 1:1
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Name in Spanish Name in English Verse
Dios Padre God, the Father Gal. 1:1
Nuestro Padre Our Father Gal. 1:3
Damaso Damascus Gal. 1:17
Pedro Peter Gal. 1:18
Bernabe Barnabas Gal. 2:1
Tito Titus Gal. 2:1

In Galatas(Galatians) lwrote down these Spanish

phrases
Phrase inSpanish Phrase in English Verse
rapidametne esten | so quickly deserting Gal. 1:6
desertando
conocer a Pedro | to get acquainted witf Gal. 1:18
Peter
yo me opuse a @ra a| | opposed him to his Gal. 2:11
cara porque estaba| face, because he wz:
equivocado clearly in the wrong
sabemos que no se| a man is not justifieq Gal. 2:6
alcanza la justifacaciq by observing theva
por la observancia de| but by faith in Jesus
ley, sino por la fe en Christ
Jesucrito
la observancia de la I{ because by observirl Gal. 2:16
nadie sera justificadq the law no one will b
justified
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Phrase inSpanish

Phrase in English

Verse

iOh insensato galata
¢ Quién los ha
embrujado? Ante sus
propios ojos Cristo hg
sido preseato
graficamente como
crucificado.

You foolish Galatiang
Who has bewitched
you? Before your vel
eyes Jesus Christ w
clearly portrayed as
crucified

Gal. 3:12

Abraham, el hombre ¢
fe

Abraham, the man o
faith

Gal. 3:9

El justo por la fe vivirg

Therighteous will live
by faith

Gal. 3:11

Un mediador no
representa solo a un
de las partes; pero Di
es uno solo

A mediator, however

does not represent ju

one party; but God is
one

Gal. 3:20

Antes de venir esta fé
eramos prisioneros d
al leycustodiados has
que la fe fuera
revelanda

Before this faith cam
we were held
prisoners by the law
locked up until faith

should be revealed

Gal. 3:23

como ustedes son su
hijos, Dios ha enviadq
Espiritu de su Hijo al
interior de sus
corazone<l Espiritu

gue clama: Abba.

Because you are sor
God sent the Spirit o
his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit wh
calls out, "Abba,
Father."

Gal. 4:6
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Phrase inSpanish Phrase in English Verse

La gracia de nuestrg The grace of our Lor{ Gal. 6:18
Senor Jesuscristo sg  Jesu€hrist be with
con su espiritu, your spirit, brothers.
hermanos. Amen. Amen.

Just as l|had noticed the wordfréresvhile reading
Galatians in French, | noticétk frequent use of the word
hermanaghile readinghe Spanish translation Gfalatians
(Gal. 1:11, Gal. 4:.264al.6:18).Againl saw this word, which
in the English is translatedb r ot her 6 ,aonuch 0 b
more frequently thanHad expected, whichgainseemed to
indicate that even though Paul was upset with the Christians
Galatiag v e n ¢ a | foolightw stitl ¢oesitered thetm
bebrothens Christ

lalsofomd t he phr afumytoreadmthe P 3
SpanishtranslationThe phrasetirallycanbe translated 0 |
P a uahddmas used throughout the leti@the Galatian8ut,
as | read it] thought @out how thephrasecould also be
heard as a greetimgmany LS cities

I n E p h e s Efesioss | enjoyedreading these
Spanish phrases

Phrase inSpanish Phrase in English Verse

Graciay paz a ustedes| Grace and peace tq Eph. 1:2

Dio nuestro Padre y de| you from God our
Senor dsucristo. Father and the Lord

Jesus Christ
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Phrase inSpanish Phrase in English Verse
En amor nos predesting In love He Eph. 1:5
para ser adoptados con predestined us to be

hijos por medio de adoptedhs his sons

Jesucristo, de acuerdo ¢ through Jesus Chris

su complacenciay | in accordance with h

voluntad pleasure and will

Dios, que esricoen | God, who isrichin| Eph. 2:4

misericordia mercy
Por lo tanto Therefore Eph.
2:11 and
2:19
Por esta razon yo, Pabl| For this reason, Pay Eph. 3:1
el prisionero de Cristo| the prisoner of Chris
Jesus pda causa de | Jess for the sake of
ustedes los gentiles you Gentiles
en el cieloy en latierrg in heaven and on Eph.
earth 3:14
Por lo tanto, sean Be imitators of God, Eph. 51
imitadores therefore
Vivan como hijos de luz Live as children of | Eph. 5:8
Light
Padres, no exasperen a Fathers, do not | Eph. 6:4
hijos exasperate your
children
Gracia a todos los que Graceto all who love| Eph.
aman a nuestro Senor our Lord &sus Chris{ 6:24

Jesucristo con amor
immutable

with an undying love

169




It was i

nterest.i

Week Two

ng

t o see

2:11, 2:19 and 5:ir) the Spanish translation, whedn be

transht ed as.

0 hdde meeréalize that there was a

logical agyument that Paul wgpresenting in his letters, and
that it would be importanof me to look at the places where

Paul used

t h én my &nglésh tanslatierr e f o

In Philippians | enjoya@adinghese phrases 8panish

Phrase inSpanish Phrase in English Verse
Pablo y Timoteo, Paul and Timothy, | Phil. 1:1
siervos de Jesucristo| servants of Christ Jesy
todos los santos en| To all the saints in Chri
Cristo Jesus que estd Jesus at Philippi,
en Filipos, juntamentsg together with the
con los sperintendenty oveaseersand deacons
y diaconos
Y esto pido en oracio  And this is my prayer:| Phil. 1:9
gue vuestro amor that your love may
abunde aln mas y m{ abound more and mor
en conocimiento y er] in knowledge and dept
toda comprension of insight
para gloria y dlanza | to the glory and praise { Phil.
de Dios God 1:11
esos mutiladores de | those mutilators of the Phil. 3:2
carne flesh
Y la paz de Dios, qugd And the peace of God| Phil. 4:7
transciende toda which transcends all
comprension, guardal understanding, will guaj
sus corazones y sug  your hearts and your
mentes en Cristo Jes| minds in Christ Jesus
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Next | read the trangian of Colossians in Spanish and

noted these phrases:

Phrase in Spanish Phrase in English Verse
Pablo, apostol de Crist¢  Paul, an apostle of| Col. 1:1
Jesé pdia voluntad de | Christ Jesus by the
Dios, y Timoteo nuestrq  will of God, and

hermano Timothy our brother
Cristo es la imagen de| He is the image of th Col. 1:15
Dios invisible, el invisible God, the
primogénito de toda firstborn over all
creacion creation
El es también la cabez| he is the head of the Col 1:18
del cuerpoque es laigle{ body, the church; he
y es el principio, el | is the beginning ang
primogénito de entrelog the firstborn from
muertos, para que en to| among the dead, sq
tengala preeminencia| that in everything he
might have the
supremacy
Pero ahora los ha | now he has reconcilg Col 1:22
reconciliado mediante || you by Christ's
muerte que Cristo sufri¢ physical body throug

en su cuerpo fisico death

Nno con una circumcisiol not with a Col 2:11

hecha por manos de
hombres, sino con la
circumcision de Cristo

circumcision done b}

the hands of men by

with the circumcisior|
done by Christ
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Phrase in Spanish Phrase in English Verse
Por lo tanto, como pueb| Therefore, as God's Col. 3:12
escogido de Dios, santo| chosen people, holy

muyamados, vistanse ¢  and dearly loved,
compasion, bondad, | clothe yourselves wit
humildad, mansedumbr¢ compassion, kindneg
paciencia humility, gentleness
and patience
Que la paz de Cristoreif  Let the peace of | Col 3:15
en susarazones, pues| Christ rule in yau
han sido llamados a la [ hearts, as members
como miembros de un one body
solo cuerpo
Yo, Pablo, escribo estf |, Paul, write this | Col. 4:18
saludo de mi propia | greeting in my own
mano. Acuerdense de nj hand. Remember m
cadenas. La gracia sea| chains. Grace be wit
udedes. you.

| was glad to have read the Spanish translatiolikend
the French translatiofgund it helpful in learning more about

Paul 6s |

etters.

The last thing Hid this evening for th&o Eat Popcorn

project,like lastSaturday, wa® try to summad e

what

learned this weekthoughtfirst about last Sundayhen | had
heard the criticism by theology professan TV who had
said that the Bible was flawkdcause it was written by

Ohuman.

handsbé

On Monday | decided to loat several versions of the
Bible and started withthe King James Vers{aich was
written in 1611 and compared it to th@opular New
Internationaleysio (known as the NIV) whichas published
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in the 19®@s. And even thoughht King Jameseigionwas
initially difficult for me to read, | did not see any significant
theological differences between the two.

The only majodifference that | notedyerethe phrases
0 F aof® thr i(ttettwés used in th€éing Jameignand
0 Fain€nr i(tsat wias used the moderntranslatioh |
decidedhat | wouldneed ¢ do a little bit rare research when
lgetintoaddeep Bawkdsofetters

Next | read he Living Bibléranslation,and found its
paraphrasef the Biblgo be veryasy to read

Then | read theRevised Standard Vemdiah | really
enjoyedThe RSV, | learned was a translation that was writter
in the 1940s. And, like the NIV, | did not see any significant
theologicatlifferences between it and ieg James Version
1611.

Lastly,| read the Spanish and French translatiafis
Paul dsanldettnetr sd Paul 0e wofdr e ¢

obrotheds i n t he | et foeked abtler pBrasesa t |i

that were simildo the English.
OWow, 6 | tlhBovueg hite, a rbmavealso much o
more tolearn abouthe content oP a s fbud letter®
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Day Sixteen- Sunday
(February 25, 2008 10:14pm)

Todayis Sundayand we w@t to o u r chur—<ho
thirty servicethis morning. During his sermagnour pastor
talked about a trifhat he took lastear taJos Nigeria--a city
in cental Nigeria, northeast of Lag@uring his tne there,
hetold us thahad been praying o @bydlid you bring us
here?96

Near the end of higisit to the arede said thalhe met
with thelocal governor ahe area.

0The number one thing fo
drinkingwaer,6 our pastore x p | aln hiesthate, le§s than
nineteen percemtf the people have accessafe waterThe
governortold us that in one villagevater from a disease
infested shallow well had kilfedty percenbf the children 6

0So,l dm s i tot ionugr tphaesrteamdtherito nt|i

hit me like lightening.his is why w@ rhere. This is whyou
sent us God. o

Our pastor henexplainedhatas he was talking with the
governor,he had this thought Wh a t woul d ha
raised the money to get a drilling Wgtat if we wenfrom
village, to Vihge, to villge drilling wells®

He then had the ushers pass looitles of water for each
person irthechurch.

OWe donot e v e Ge told lus as khe \@akeio u
was being distributed.

oln Nigeria the average person uses eight of these wate
bottles a dafor everythingior cooking, cleaning, bathjamd
drinking As a reference pointgaverage American will use
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1,3300f these bottles a day for cooking, cleaning, badinitg,
drinking. o

oThe average distance to get watethat regionof
Nigeria 6 a8t op c isfodr mikes Addhe average
weightof a water jugs 45 pounds.

OWe ar e someoneds Oaours pasar t
explained

Next, heinterviewedkev Emmanuel Itapson, who is part
of an organization ¢adl SeHSustaining Enterprises group
our churct® kaders had decided to partwith to drill the
wellsin Nigeria)

PoignantlyRev. Itgson concludedy So me t i me ,

presence you will meet these people, and they will know that

you had something to do with their survival. Ahdtwa joy
that will be. 6
It was a good interview.

At four aafiecndboq ouk ddestgdors had a
basketball ganagainst a team whom they played earlier in the
season (and whom they had lost badllytdortunately, oly
six playerrom his teanshowed up for the game.

At t he half rbghind 1822, dgtin thee a m

third quarter they came close to tying the dantlkee fourth
guarter, howevethe other team surged ahéadapture the
win. (Final ScoreDldestS 0 n & s 29 0pp@MANtSY).

After the game weame home to watdhe Ohio State
Uni versity me nranked humbek @né im ghe |
natior) playWisconsinr@nkedhumber tw.

It was a very clogmme.

With less than a minutemaining Wi sconsi n
Tucker scored fronmside to give the Badgers a one point
lead.

176




Letter Writing

Next, Ohio Stategot the ball butvereunable toscore
and turned the ball over to Wisconsim.v8th a one point
deficit,and twentyseconds left on thgameclock,an Ohio
StateplayerfouledWi s ¢ 0 n s mrand@ aylorlsemdng him
to the foul line. Unfortunately for Wisconsiiaylor missed
the foul shatand Greg Oderthe tallOhio Statefreshman
centergot the rebound.

Then, vith sixteen secondemaining in the gam@hio
Statecalled a time ouAfter ashort break for themeout the
Ohio State Buckeygaicklygot the ball ito the hards of their
freshman guardljike Conley Jr.

The son of the 1992 Olympic triplenp winnerMike
Conley Jr.had playedon the same High School team
Indianawith fellow Ohio StatefreshmanGreg OdenWith
only four secondsemaining, Conlepok the ball anduting
through tle lane, made a basgetting Ohio State up by one
point.

Next, with onlythreepoint ninesecond remaining in the
game Wisconsircalled a timout to try to inbound the ball,
but Ohio Staté slefenseforced Wisconsin to cadinother
timeoutbeforethey could safely-moundthe ball.

Eventually Wisconsinbounded the baskethdlutwere
unable to produce a basket for the. W#inal Score: G
State 49, Wisconsin 48he win gave Ohio Statee regular
seasoiBig Ten Conference title.

Unfortunately for md di d n @Gmnywodkmnthe Go Eat
Popcoproject
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Day Seventeen Monday
(February 26, 2008 11:24pm)

I had meetings for work ahytoday Then, n the early
eveningl had a monthly meetingwith the local Zoning
Commissionl have served on the ramission for the past
two yearsand have found it interesting teahn the plans of
new businesses and organizatisesking tobuild in our
suburb. We had number of caseenight, including a very
long discussion about the parking needs of the local Higl
School s o | di dnot arrive home

During the meeting kft like | was coming down with a
cold and when | retued homd cont i nued t o f
my Dad would say.

At home | laid down on our living room couch and
watctedtheKansas mends basketlbal
thdr previous six gamethe Kansaslayhawkfad averaged
victories of overtwenty points Toni g ht Oagainsg a n
Oklahomahoweverwas mucleloser.

Kansas was able to takkxgeleadbythe end of the first
half,leading33-19. Butin the second half, Oklahomadtibe
game at 5points apieceSoon afterwarddhowevey Kansas
respondedvith a strong run of nine points, including four free
throwsby Mario Chalmers (who scored eighpe@mis during
the game)Hnal $ore: Kansas 67, Oklaha®b).

The win was the seventh in a row fbe Kansas
Jayhawks

And today,for thesecondday in aow,l di d many d
work ontheGo Eat Popcpmoject.
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Day Eighteen- Tuesday
(February 27, 2008 10:54pm)

During my lunch houtodayl drove to a social services
agency for a meet i n @rganization e
for several yeaasid serg on its Board.

At the meetinghte or gani zati onds
the possibily of offering a program thabwd help provide
healthcareinsuranceo lowincome employees in our county.
It was a very excitimgwstep for the organization.

In the afternoon | vas ablea work from home which
was good beunae my sinusegere congested frothe cold
thathadstarted the night before.

In the eveningSue made a nidénnerof chicken, green
beans and rolls.n8l dter dinner,| played three games of
chess wh our youngestonwhilewe periodically watchéue
Michigan StatéJniversity oMichigan basketball game on the
television

- Final Scorén the chess matcH. win me, 2vins
youngesson

- Final score in the basketball gawtiehigan: 67,
Michigan State: 56

Later in the evening watched the end of thgame
betweermennesseandthe FloridaGators

The game wap | ay ed at badkethalh &g s e
with its distinctive orange and white checkengebf-bounds
area behind the baske@paternsimilarin appearande the
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orange and whiteheckeredend zones of theifootball
stadium

Thegame was thastoffTen nesseeds regu
called, Senior Nightin recognition of the departing
upperclassmen

During the gamehe televisiortoverage showdehayton
Manning cheering on the Tennessee Volunteers from the
stands. Mannin@g quarterbackvho had playedootball at
Tennessedadrecently led the Indianapolis Colts to a victory
in theNFL Supe Bowl

It was fun to see the Tennesseals kih orange-ghirts
s i n@pod Oid Rocky Top, Rocky Top dennedseet h e
conclusion. It was also fun to watch Pat Summitt, the coach a
t he women 0 tamb@ssddeas la aheérleader in
support of the mends team.

The game was exciting tgatch, as the underdog
Tennessee VoluntedaexedFloridg who are currently ranked
fourth in the nation.

The Tennessee team quickly took a sixteen point leag
against the defending national champams played well
throughout the game. Their wirovidedthem witha record
of eight wins and no lossegheir conference

The lossfor Florida brought thereturning champion
Gatorstheir third loss intheir last four game@~inal Score:
Tennessee 86, Floridd).

For the Go Eat Popcopmoject my thougtd turned
tonightagain tany needf tryingto understandthe T h e B i
Pi ctour ePaul 6s |l etters

The ultimatedbig picturé concept | thoughtwas thaall
of these wordsvere written by Paahdcommunicatetb the
churchesn LETTERS.
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As | thought abut it, here seemed to l@enumber of
differentedweerP a u | 6 s d neotlen letterghatd might
write

oWhen | write a legr,wh i c h i, soredldctedolf t e

will sendit to justone personP a u | 6 weré istendeédnr s
manypeoplethey were writteto an entire church or a group
of churches 0

I thought next about thestructuref modern letters and
was reminded dfiow our oldest sorhad recently written a
letter for one of hisBoy Scout mrit badge As he was
working onthe letterto our U.S. Congressmanreminded
him that alformallettersfollow the samstructure.

oYour l etter shoul d 6stlarttglwl

hi m. 0Then youdl | want to

h

write Deeamd@ortched t e 6per son

ol remember ©lkbatd from s
OAfter the greeting, yo
the letterln this case, becausng congressmati 0 € S n
you Yyoudodll probably want
oDolhavetodoth& 6 he asked.

othi nk itdd be hignoaditie bit Abouy o

yourselfy | r oeMpal yi beed . yneentionbawwld glou

arewhat schoolyougoto,r maybe the city

0l dondt knooh e bobattseetmshicad
of weird. o6

oWel | ,r iltedtst eyroou6 | sai d.
of it to writet h e B0 n dardbaecbnym@, and theign
your name. 6

As | thought abouvur modern letter®night | turned
onourcomputerand readhe letter thathehad written to our
congressman
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February 9, 2007
Dear Congressman Boehner,

My name is Stlesand | & grade. hreal an
article in the newspaper about the new laws in Orlando,

Florida about homeless people. These laws stop homelegss

people from sleeping in the public parks wsidg the rest
room for bathing and shaving. Another law stops people from

feeding more than 25 homeless people without a permijt, and

only two permits per year would be given.

| understand the laws that stop homeless people| from
sleeping in the parkswmiou |l dndt want anyd
backyard. But, | disagree with the law that stops people fror
feeding more than 25 homeless people without a pefmit. |

=}

think that this should not be a law because the government

should not stop churches or groups fromvisg homeless
people.

Sincerely,
____ Stiles

After readi ngr eng d ddBrdelidssd $ e 1
I di dmdtdatsee or t he words
but | did notice somdistinct sectionr common elements,
in each othe ktters.
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As | identified each distinct sectiph tried to describe
these common element® my yellow notepadand wrote

thesewords

- Greeting

- Introductory Blessing
- Giving Thanks

- Prayer

- Conclusion

The firstsection in the letteintained whalt calkd a

Greeting.

All four of the letters| noticed,had a greetingor
introduction),that identified who the letters were writbgn
and who the letters were writtan

O0Paul an apostfe sent not from men nor by
man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father,
who raised hi from the deadi and all the
brothers with meJot he churches
(Gal. 1:12)

O0Paul an apostle of Chrisesus by the will of
God, 7o the saints in Ephesuthe faithfulin
Chrig JesugEph. 1:1)

OPaul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

7o all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi,
together with the overseera n d deac
(Phil. 1:1)

OPaul an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of
God, and7/mothy our brother,7o the holy and
faithfulbr ot her s i n (Cdl.:i2p t
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Week Three

| noticed that in e&c letter this 0 Gr e e sectiong 6
contained Rul 6 s name (and Ti mot
Philippiansand Colossiahsndicatingthat he was the author
of the letter.

The Greeting al st ¢ odwha@ah
the letters were itten to;the recipients at the withes in
each of the four locatians

A second sectiothat | noticed was what | cadl the
Introductory Blessing

In all four of the letterBaulincluded ahortintroductory
blessing to hiseades immediatelyollowing the greetingln
thissectionPaulused h e p pracea anageto you from God
our Father:

- 0Grace and peacto you from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins tg
rescue us from the present evil age, accordimg to
will of our God and Father, to whom be glory for ever

and ever. AGphen. 6 (Gal . 1

- 0Grace and peacto you from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ Praise be to the God and Fathe
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the

heavenly®l ms wi th every spir|i

(Eph. 1:23)

- OGrace and peacto you from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. o

- OGraceandpeace o you from God
(Col. 1:2)
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Letter Writing

A third section| noticedcould be found inhree ofthe
four letters | called this third sectiggiving Thanks, which
as the name suggests, wastosn wher@aulgivethanis for
his readers:

- OFor this reason, ever si

the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, | have
not stopped giving thanksor you, remembering
you in my pr-8yers. o(Eph.

- 0 lthankmy God every time |
(Phil. 1:3)

- 0 We a thamGodg, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when we pray for you, because we have hear
of your faithin Christ Jesus and of the love you have
for all thed) saintso (Col

A fourth commonsectionthat | noticedin three ofthe
four letters was Brayer.

- OFor this reason I knee
whom his whole family in heaven and on eariheder
its name. praythat out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith. And Jpraythat you, being rooted and
established in love, may have potegether with all
the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high ancg
deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledigthat you may be filled to the
measure of al l the HaA9I |
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Week Three

0And t hprayer thatyounijove may abound
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so

that you may be able to discern what is best and may

be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled
with the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christto the gloy and prai se
(Phil. 1:911)

OFor this reason, since |t
have not stoppegraying for you and asking God to
fill you with the knowledge of his will through all
spiritual wisdom and understanding. Angbxag this

in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord
and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in ever
good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being
strengthened with all power according to his glorious
might so that you may have great endurance and
patience, and joyfully (Col.-1B
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A fifth featurethat | foundi n P a u Iw@ssimilaretd t ¢
modern letterand somethinthatl ¢ a | Candusiandh.e 0

I noticed that all four oPaul & s l etter
concludingsection with final thoughtsot his readersEven
thoughl had initiallyonlywritten the wordonclusionon my
yellow notepada f t er readi ng tohleamu g
more about the Conclusjon addedthree suksectionsthat
seemed to be common elements within Gbaclusion |

addedhese words

-Conclusion
- Prayer for Paul
- OFinallyé
- Concluding Blessing

| noticed thatt the conclusion of two of the lettétaul
askedhis reaersto pray for himand those he was with
called this section tieayer for Paul

- OPray also forme, that whenever | open my mouth,
words may be given me so that | will fearlessly make
known the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an

ambassador in chains. Pray that | may declare it

fearl essly, as20)l shoul d.

- And pray for us too, thatGod may open a door for
our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery ¢
Christ, for which | am in chains. Pray that | may
proclaim it clearly, as | should. (Cot43:3
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Week Three

At the end of three of the lettdreoticed thaPaul used
t h e ioatlydto iddicate the conclusiofthe letter:

- OFinally, let no one cause me trouble, for | bear on
my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you
6:1718)

- OFinally, be strong in the Lord and in hisghty
power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can
take your stah agai nst t he(Epd.evi
6:1011)

- OFInally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no
trouble for me to write the same things to you again,
and itis asafeguardforyou. ( Phi | . 3: 1)

- OFinally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble,
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely
whatever is admiralilef anything is excellent or
praiseworthyt hi nk about such t

I noticedalsothat just a all four of the letters had an
Ol ntroduct(ohicgus BU e § b mgragerd peacee
to yofrom God our Faihfraulendedeach otthe fourlettes
with aConcluding Blessing(with similar blessisgf gracg

- 0 T hgeace of our Lord Jesus Hhtist be with your
spirit, brothers. Amen. o

- OPeaceto the brothers, and love with faith from God
the Father and the Lord Jesus ChHséceto all who
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| ove our Lord Jesus Chrli
(Eph. 6:224)

- 0 T hgeace of the Lord Jsus Christ be with your
spirit. Amen.o6 (Phil . 4:

- 0Gracebe with you.o6 (Col . A4

On my yellow legal pad | made a chart ingadkese
common el ements in Paul 6s |

Common El ements to Pa

Section Gal. Eph. Phil. Col.
Greeting Yes Yes Yes Yes
Initial Blessing Yes Yes Yes Yes
Giving Thanks No Yes Yes Yes
Prayer (for No Yes Yes Yes
Recipients)

Conclusiord Prayer No Yes No Yes

for Paul (Paul asking
for prayer)

Conclusiord Yes Yes Yes No
Use of the word
OFinallyéo

Concluding Blegsi Yes Yes Yes Yes

| spent some time reviewing my chartfandd thatone
of the lettersEphesians) had all seven of the sectiwhiie
the lettes to the Colossianand Philippiangackedjust one
whilethe letter to the Galatialeskedhree.
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While looking at my chart noticed thathe conclusion
of letter to the Philippians was missingquest for prayer,
somethingvhichl  h ad cRrdydrferdaut he 0

0 Why  ®auldaskdhte Philippiahso pr ay f or

wondered.

To learn mord,re-read the letter to the Philippians.
After reading theletter, | came across ainmteresting
passagé e ar | y lettel)y whitla seénted to show why he
maynot havespecificallaslkedthem to pray for himat the end

of the letter Paul wrote:

of or that#&mughvwour prayersand the help
given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happene
to me willturn out for my deliverance (P1il19)

ot 6s | Rakdeil dyn dtth ast ptlee Philfppiacsa |
to pray for himat theendof the lette0 dasomed bedause

he knew that theyere already r ayi ng f or hi mj

| saw too thaPaulhad writterthat the Philippiansere
0sharing in his troubled6 (P

In the letter to the Colossians,hbd noticed that its
conclusion was miegt h e wioalgdan élement that
could be fand ineach othe other letter€Comparedvith the
ot her 0 ¢ 0 mm boweve thig didenottseeid Jike a
significanelement to me

Next, | decided to look at the letter that was midsiag
mo s t of eohrhon eldmentsdhfe Baul 6s |
letter tothe Galatians. Asléoked at my chart, | saw thaet
letter to theGalatias differed greatly frorthe other letters
Galatians, | noticed, lackibdee important elements that were
common to the other letts:
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- Giving Thanks
- Prayer for the recipients
- Conclusiongsking for praygr

Those differences seenvedysignificant to me.
oln the other |l etters, 6 | t
Giving Thanksor hi s readers. ¢
I remember ed Paulippians,c o mme nt

- 0 lthankmy God every time I r
(Phil. 1:3)

0The |l etteasndobhiGal atbsekvedst ha't
OGalatians islso missing pr ay er for Paul ps
beginning of the letter and a request goayer at the
conclugin of the lette | ald ddeidd n dotmentiant i ¢ e
of t h eraydo rach ydvh e r e That seenmstipretty | et t
significant too. 6

To learn mord re-read the letter to the Galatians again.

After finishing, | thought &

0 Ithink I know whyPaul might have written tHetter
differenthd | concl uded.

o tds bec eoncereed dbedhema s | t hougt

OHec a |l | e tholidi{@Gat &1, &3 n bewittlied weoted
t hat t hey wedief fteu rBendusegfgtiodsq eh O
actions,| d o n &he redliywaniedko give thank®r ask
them to pray for him 6

After readng P a u | 0 sl ddcidedto see what some

schol ar s of t he New Testamen
letters.
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As | read thescholars, | found thdtwas not alone in
idet i fying these oOcommon @eha
writing New Testamentcholars,| learned had identified
these elemengs early as 1939, with the publication of a book
called,The Form and Function of the Pauline Tthavtkisbivin
was written by Paul Schubert.

I'n my readi ngl had ideRtiiedsévéns
common elements. In readisgme ofthe New Testament
scholars, | found thaome oftheir descriptions were similar,
but in many waygerydifferent than mine.

At the begi nni nhpdidertfied®wau | §
sections which thad calledthe Greetingnd thelnitial Blessing
Many New Testament scholatis|earned, simplgombinel
these two elemenisto onebiggersection which they called
the Salutation

For the section that had called Giving Thankslew
Testament scholassnplycalledhisthe Thanksgiving

0That 0yahetteovmpdbdescribingit,| t hou

The scholardad also noted thatall of P a u letérs
contained a Thanksgiving gatexcept forthe letter to the
Galatians.

Many scholarshad also identified #rayesection (as |
had) ad a Conclusi@ection, which thegeferred to ashe
Farewef

As | was wrapping up for the evening, | noticed that one
of the scholars hauicluded a letter from the early Roman
periodto useas a comparison between Paul andnois
Christiancontemporaries.

In sone ways | noticed,the early Roman letter was
similar tdiRaulPaul Bdst tlert t er
early Roman periogti hedocommon elemerds @ f
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Unl i ke P aholebes, thé earlyt Roman, letter

Letter Writing

- Greeting

- Prayer

- Thanksging
- Farewell

containedo spirituatteading (whichseemed to béhe reason
thatPaulwrotehis letters)

The writerof this early Roman lett is alsoquite unlike
Paulin his relationship thosewho he waswriting ta Instead
of being a sptual leadetthe writer othis ancienketterwas a

follower. Hs letterwaswritten tosomeone nardeSaraphion,
we | earnowasdrohe author

wh o

0 To Sar gimgs, @amd,thatgyou may alw

remain in good health in your whole person for ong

years to come, since your good genius allowed
greet you with respect and salute you. For as yq
make mention of us on each occasion thsr,leso |
here make an act of worship for you in the preser
the lords Dioskouroi and the presence of the
Sarapis, and | pray for your safekeeping during
entire life and for the health of your children an
your household. Farewell in rytging, 1 beg, m)
patron and fosterer. Greet all your folk, men
women. All the gods here, male and female, gteg¢
Fareve 111 . 0

O
(2]

ays

O

ust
u als

(@)

ce of
lord
youf
d all
y
and

bty
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Week Three

Day Nineteen - Wednesday
(February 28, 2008 11:39pm)

Todayis the last day of Felry and had one recurring
thought throughout thday o Onl y one mor e d
and thatmmeandMarch Madnesh be starting soah

oMarch Madnéss the term used for th€lCAA me n 0 s
and wocolleggbdsketbalournament; gournamenthat
isd so known asheo Thhien aRmodaFRdd it 006
D a n cAeodnd this time of yeaherebeginsa great amount
of speculations(o me t i meBrackailady lasetdwhich
colleggeamswill beselectedior the tournament.

Tonight | svitched betweeilfive basketball games on
television.

ESPN,on Channel 30, had the Big East rivalry between
Villanova andhe University of Connectici@uring the game,
one UCONN studenheld up a sign thatseda phrase from
an insurance commerdizt readobB EATI NG N8O Aé
EASY A CAVEMAN COULD DOIT. 6

Buther e was nforthéplagegn the gaamg.y 6

Villanova led Connecticut by six points at halftiotdénb
the second halbNovad got into foul troublecommittinga
total ofthirty-onefouls in the gamé&irst, Will Sheridan fouled
out with nire minutes remaining in tilsecond halfThen
Dante Cunningham fouledub with three minutes remaigin
Next, Scottie Reynolds, one of the many talented college
freshmerplaying the ganthis yearfouledout with less than
a minuteremainingafter scoringlO points irthisgamé With
so many fouls, it would seem that Connecticut would win
easily, bt UConn had problems of their owsmd madeonly
twentyfour of forty-four attemptdrom the foul line.
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As Larry Brown, the former NBA coach and entr
executive with the Philadelphia SevBixgrs, watched from
the standsthe U®@nn Huskies came within one pahtying
the gameat sixtyfive with two minutes and twenty seven
secondsemainingBut the Huskielsut could not capitalize on
Vi | | sfaubtroubléo take the leaqFinal Score: Villanova
78, Connecticut 74).

The conventional wisdgrspoken by the analysts after
the gameyas that thevin byVillaova would give them a spot
in the NCAA tournament.

ESPN2 on Channel 31had the Big Te conference
matchup between Northwestern and Indiddaiversities
Northwesternwas able to getithin two points of Indiana
with less than ten minutesmainingbeforeIndiana 6ok a
large leadClawingtheir way back, Northwesterame within
five pantswith one minute and forty seconds remaiimrige
gameThen,with less than a minutemaining Northwestern
came within foupoints:61 to 65 After aninbound play, an
Indiana playawith an open basket in front of hthoughthe
heard a whistle dnstoppedand so turned the ball over to
Northwesternin the endthough Indiana was able to retain
their leadand win the game(Final Score: Indian@9,
Northwestern 65)

The third gamé watcled on Channel 43yasbetween
Xavier Universityand St. dseph,both of the Atlantic Ten
conference. Aderry Springethe TV personality, provided
playby-play commentary, Xavier retath a solid lead
throughout the gamg Fi n a | Score: Xavi g
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The fourth game, on Channel, Mas between the
University of Kentuckgndthe University ofSeorgia both
teamsn the South Eastern Conference (SEC).

OWedre sitting here 19 an
my r e Gubby &mith, the head coach of Kentublagl
said earlier, respondingctagicisnofh i s  teasmrmo s

For Kentucky, the game against Geosgés their
secmd-to-last regular season ganmei(tlast gameill beon
Sundaygainst Florida

At halftime Kentuckyhad the lead, 38, a leadvhich
they were abletmaintain throughotuhe rest of thegame.
24,000 fans cheered for the WildcatsRapp Arenain
Lexington, Kentuckgs UK won (Final ScoreKentucky78,
Georgia 70)

The fifth game of the evening wamatchup between
Marylandand thefourteenth ranke®uke University med s
basketball team

Duke trailedor most of the game, btitencame back to
tie the gamewith five minutes and twengight seconds
remaining

Unfortunately, earthe end of the game, with about two
minutesremaining ESPN had a problem with its videed
At first the image was jumpimgp the screerand then it
disappearedcompletely. SoBilly Packer and theother
announcers began givireglicliked p | ay degcripfiob a y
of the teamds mhevMag/land Merrapihse
handily defeatettie Duke Blue Devil¢Final Score: Maryland
85, Duke 77).

For the Go Eat Popcopnoject | found myselfstill
thinking about théBig Returé
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Yesterday, had looked attheewo bvi ous Obi
ideawhichwasthatP a uwor@isswere communicatéaough
lettersToday, | thought of anoth@eryobviousobig pictued
idea thatP a uwritihg could be describedTdSACHING or
TRAINING .

OP a u let®s areso different fom the letters that |
send) | t hMywwitten letters (the few that theare)
aremostlythamskou notes to just one

O0My emai | scortirmmed woarrke, én olt hi
Paul wroteThey might be addressed to more than one person
but they are more related to tasks that need to be done o
attemptsat schedulingeetingsP a u | 6 s imstuttiste r s

s

many people. 6

I[thought about tgive ingiructoets w
the boys,teling t h e m, 0 Ydo u h eslhpo u Mo m.
ORemember, donodt hi't girl s.

As | thought more abolt a uléttérsl was remindedf
the training manuals that | have wntbver the years where |
wouldwrite phrases like,

- 0O recommendthatyowod t hi s é 6
- OAvoid thig 6
- oWatch out for thatéo
And even though | didhot specifically write the phrase
the training manualsthoughtabouthow the implicit phrase
or theme in albf mytraining manualsas been

ol want you to know

o P a uléttérshe wantedhis readersotknow and to
do certain thing§| thought.
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As | read letthrs agajiggémth& Raulluged
words that would let hiseades clearlyknow that he was
teaching and training.

In the letter to the Galatians saw these phrases
indicating Padldesire to teach and train his readers

- 0l want you to know, b

- 0Considero6o (Gal. 3:6)

- 0 Bothers, let me take an example from everyday
lifedo (Gal. 3:16)

- OWhatlmeanisthdsé ( Gal . 3:17)

- OWhat | amés@d4Hg is t

- 0So I say..o6 (Gal. 5:1

- 0l plead with you, brothers, become liked me
(Gal. 4:12)

In the ktter to theEphesiaa | readthesewords and
phrases

- 0remember 6 (Eph. 2:12)
- 0OFor this reasonédé (Ep

- 0Surely you have heard
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In the ktter to thePhilippians | reathese phraseghere
Paul was cleatlgaching and training:

Letter Writing

ol n reading t his, t he
understand my insight
(Eph. 3:4)

ol aslerefgré@a, (Eph. 3:13)
OFor thi EphrFEld)sonéd
ol urge youdé (Eph. 4:1

0So | tell you this, 3
(Eph. 4:17)

0Surely you heard of h
i n accordance wi t h t h
(Eph. 4:2)

| also read mny specifimist r ucti ons
Ohusbands o, ochildrenbo

ONw | want you to know,
(Phil. 1:12)

olst tirue thatéo (Phil

oconductédgouPlsiell ves: 27

o

make my joy complete

oyour attitude shoul d
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0So you too shoul deéed (
oWel éomé¢ Phi |l 2:29)
oWatch outeéedé (Phil . 3:
0ol plead |LwRthéod (Phi
oYes, and | ask y ou énh
(Phil. 4:3)
0Do not beéd (Phil . 4:
othink aboutl48uch thin
In the ktter to the Colossians | retebse words that
indicated that Paul was teaching and training:
o0l want yo(Col2:b) noweo
o0l tell you thi so th
ocontinue toébd Col 21
ocontinue toébd Col 21
0See to it thatéod (Col
0Therefore do not | et
0Do not | et anyoneéd (

Phi

2)
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0set your hearts onébéo
0Setmiyods onéd (Col . 3
OPut to deatheéed (Col

OBut now you must ridé
oDo notéo (Col. 3:9)

o0clothe yourselves wit
Oput onéd (Col. 3:14)
odvote yourselves toéo
oOoPray thateéd (Col . 4: 4
0Be wise itn.bdhéCwhy #h

oLet your conversation

OAfter t his l etter h &
(Col. 4:16)

oTébl (Col . 4:17)
ORememberédé (Col. 4:18

And many more specific instructions to wives,
husbands, children and slaue<ol. 3)
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As | finished reading the lettersniisclear to me that
Paul was using words that inditdteat he wasraining and
instructindhis readers.

As | thought about thigurther | wrote the following
assumptionshat were cleaio mea b o u t Paul &8s
training

Paul felt that:

1.he needed to write these letters to help his
readers do specific things

2.he had the authtyiand knowledge of his
subject to write the letters.

3. his letters should be read and acted upon.

0 Ther e dohat | atill heedt to learn about these
lettersd | toibiulgdat . what was t he
or training?b6

0 H ebviouslycared deeply for those that he was writing
to andwanted tdhelpt hem, 6 | concluded.

| couldseetoo in the letters tha®aul was nowriting to
nonChristians (ord s e e k e they davearscently been
labeledd He was nofinaking a case for @hridrying to
persuade noehelievers to become Christians

Instead, in all four of the letteBBaul assumed thaish
readers we Christians

Paulremindechis readerthat theyhad alreadyput their
faith in Christ for the forgiveness of their sins.
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I had noticed thathimanyof his lettersPaud s wor
weretranslatednto English inthe past tense, indicatitoghis
readerghat theyhad already received tBespeland should
continue the Christian way of life:

- Obefore your very eyes
portrayeds cruci fieddé (Gal

- oOomerlyou did not thowgow G
know Goda@9 (Gal . 4:8

- Oguheardfhimé ( Eph. 4:21)
- Oyouweretaught ( Eph. 4: 22)
- Godbeggm good work in youd
In addition to the past tense, Paul used other phrases t
indicate that his readers hatteadyeceived the gift of

salvation from God:

- oi f y ou h av e ntafrom bemg c o
united with Christo (P#

- ocontinue to wor k out

and tremblingo6 (Phil . 2:

- owe have heard of your

(Col. 1:4)

0So P a ulett@rsvriting wasnot necessarilgalling his
readers to sortténg totally new odifferenté | concl
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ORathey he wasencouraging them to continue on in what he
originally taught thet.

oFor Paufh | t hooeuofhis tgoad iro writing the
letterswasto havehis readersgrow inmaturityas Christians.
He encaraged, persuaded and reasoned withtthgnow in
their knowledge and understanding ofisEhwhom they had
already accepted as their Savior.

The wordmaturd noticed appeardive timesn three of
the four letterdn Colossians, Paul explained gheacworker

was always owrestling in prlay
firm in all the will of Godmature nd f ul |y assur
4:12)iIn Ephesi ans, Paul expl ailne
prepare Godos peopl e for W 0
a | | @rhematureattaining the full measure of Jesus Ghrist.

(Eph. 4:1213)

To learn more, | turned to some reference books.

One New Testament schol ar| s
his readers by notigh at oundoubtedly tlhe
g 0 v e r n detter Rriting préctce wpastoral®

The scholarslso noted that ancient letters (especially
those from a master to a subordinate@drhetoricin their
writing, whicwoul d frequently .idhcl yde

Thiso mor al t e a c Waswhagtscholars dalleech r n e
paraenesiwhich in the Greek and Roman world generally
meant oOadvi ce camie &certaio wayaft i jon
i Pe. 0

One scholar explainedhis way:
0The whole paraenetic tr|ad

in antiquity. Braenesis includes not only precepts but
also such things as advice, supporting argumentation
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various modes of encouragement and dissuasion, th
use of examples, modes o

- O

OP a ul 6 sd | whought, odefigitely fdls within the
paaenetictradition as he assumed that his readers already
knew certain truthsd shoulccontindiring in the light of that
truth. He wasnodt teaching them |so
different in his letters, he was encouraging thexontinua
the fath that they had already recei¥ed.

As | was concluding my readingnight of New
Testament scholari was interesting to leatmat writersin
the ancient Greek dnRoman world also frequently used
ocadmonitiéfike Paulid), to encouagethe recipents of their
letters According to one scholar,

OWriters frequently said
sophsone whi ch means ©§{buisnd| u
usually translated by such words as temperance, self
control, moderation, modesty, and sobi@idednss.
Furthermore, the moralist used admonition in order to
bring aboutmetangid.e. repentance, a changf

mi nad . 6

O T haescriptondef i nitely descri bes
thought . 0 dH dis readerso to rgeoy @n their
understandip of Christd which would lead tcepentance and
a change of mind. 6
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Day Twenty - Thursday
(March 1, 2008 10:52pm)

| still felt crummy today.

On my wayto work | received a call on my cell phone
from the elementagchool nursevho toldme that ar oldest
son had dever, s, | turned around and drove to hisical
and bought himhome. Ater Suearrived, | left again for work.

| worked downtown today and when | arrived at the
office | was greeted bygpiritualquestion from my eworker.

OAre you a nCaAlrwi miicaimfkér m

asked He and his wife have beattendinga class atheir
church and the pastor had brought up the igsmenight
before

| told him about my beliefshaped for many years by
Calviniss in the Reform tradition

Later, our nicaveather changed tain and high winds,
and | was stuck in traffifor an hour and a half for my
commute home.

As my carcrawledslowing ovethe interstatd, listened
to the caradio and aewsstory about shortage othaplains
in theArmy Reserve driNational Guard.

OMaybe | sholuldaidd ttdamy s e

Lately]l 6ve been t hi maeinvalvedonf
Christian ministrybut to my annoyance, dm still not sure
howdo mi ni stryd might | ook for

When | arrived homieknocked over twenow shweels in

the garage, alertifjue and the kidavho were iside the
housepf my arrival.
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0Go sae¢ O0sf Dald 60rSuae khwsrkglda
sonwith a smile

When | opened the do&gadingo the hous®ur oldest
sonwasstandingin the doowayholdinga large folder high
above his re, looking a$ he was going toring it down on
me.

OArrreyeld, 6 h

0 What t thalid, starttedtepping backwards

He put the folder down and ran back to the table.

ro,u

oot wasndt Badbdpibldsuar , it was

OWhy woul d y o uandrityonde th enter@dd
the house oawuy al most got hit in t

0Just | i ke o n urtydurgeassomn saiddy s/ h o

refaring to thetelevision program calleimer i cad s
Home Videdbat capures people being startladd falling
down.

0l 6m é6etisabsd t o o keaepdoihgd e
that therefds a good chance
but as a reaction. o

0 Sor r y gesaidenhqrséfullf.

After dinner] took some sinuand cold medicinegad a
magazingéhentook a long bath. My head was throbbing and
my sinusesemaineatongested.

Afterwards, | did sommwork on my laptops the kids
were going to sleep.

After the familyhad gone to bed, | laidown on our
living roomcouch andried toread more ofhemagazine.

Soon, stilexperiencing headache, | turned off the lights.

| was surprised that | did rfall immediatelfo sleepthe
medicinel was taking for my cold seemed toneking me
more awakthan tired
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Laying in the dark,my thoughts turned tohé many
overnight visitghat | hadtakento my Gr ansliqdar e
farmhousevhen | was a child

My grandparentsredabout twenty minusefrom the city
where | grew up antlwas always an exciting tifmemeto
visitthemand to stay the night.

| remembezdlyingon their brown coucin the darkness,
listening tahe soundsof the night just before falling to sleep.

Tonight, resting in the darknessnoy living room,|
couldalmost hear thslow, loudticking of mygandpar €
alarm clock.

I coul d al most sveoeden nfgn g
Commandmentsangingon the wall above the coushere |
lay.

| could almost smethe Vickscoming from the wrap that
my Grandfather woraround his throat at night.| could
almost lear h$ labored breathingnd his nightlycoughing
bouts.l couldalmost see himalkingwith labored sted@som
his bedroomacross their hardwood flodis the bathroom,
thenpassing men the couchio get a drink o€old water in
the nearby kitchen.

| could almost smell the cigar that he had put out earlief
in the nightresting in an ash traypa small wooden talbiext
to therockingchair where heatin the evenindo read his
U.S. News and World Repgazine

| could almos hear the barking of éir black collie
namedLady and the sounds beyond the hous¢heffarm
animalsthe sheep, theteerthe dairy cows arathicken.

I could almost smell the dust and hay of the barn and the

dark,richtilled earth of the fields that jagtbeyonl the ban;
earth that was lumpypugh and difficult to wallpon soonto
be filled with corn anideansand alfalfa.

| could remembaeall of those things tonight
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Day Twenty One- Friday
(March 2, 2000 11:02pm)

Okay, so | probably took too much meditase nighto
get rid of my <col dé

Today |wasstill fighting myillness and after work |
came home artdok a nap

After abriefrest | metmy parents for dinner

My parents (wima the boys call Mimi Betty and Papa
John)had driven three hours from thkouse tdoe with the
boysfor theirweekendctivities

They had alsoreserveda room at a nearby hotel and
(fortunately for the boys)hiad an indoor pooAfter dinner,
the little boys swanwhile our oldestson, stillalsofeeling
somewhasick, satio the sidef the poolwith the adults.

And for anotheday in a row failed todo any work on
the Go Eat Popcanoject.
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Day Twenty Two - Saturday
(March 3, 2007 10:51pmh

Youth sports can be difficult sometimes.

It can be hard to communicate youngchildrenthe
i mportance of sportsmanshinp
it demonstrated by adults.

Today, at noon, our middle son had his second basketbg
game of theday hi s f i r st wabBuringthe e
second gameurmiddle son fel | i k e wtalse sd ;e
against his team. When they tmothe court he and the other
eight year olds on his tearare dwarfed biye playerson the
opposing team.

The parentsvi t h  c hi | dr e nkemt sayingy
0 Thos e kithkegaetivawootkreefearkotder than our
boys. ¢

They were in fact all eight year olds.rO mi dd | e
team lost, andeshed some tears on the way home.

| explained to hinmow | had discovered th#te other
coachhadinfatst acked t he pagerskadd b
thenmaking mangft hei r f at hers O0Assi
he woul dmp@kplayers uthe opkayer draft at the
beginning of the seaslike the other teams had ta do

It was a difficult morninfpr him.

In the afternoon the boysd | wvatched some basketball
on television

I was reminded that fothe teams in the bigger
conferenceshis weekendiould markhe end otheirregular
seasonForteams irsmaller conferencehjs weekengvould
bring an end totheir conferencéournanents which meant
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that each of théournamentwinnerswould get an automatic
bid to the NCAA tournament.

The first game that weatehedhis afternoomwasthelast
game in the regular season forBigoTen Conferendeams
a match up between the NumbEour nationally ranked
WisconsirBadgers and thidichigan StatS8partans

Wisconsindown by two pointat the end of the gaime
was able to score a three point shot ity four seconds
remaining(Final Sore:Wisconsin 52, Michigan Statg 50

Next, we watchedJCLA, theNumber Two rankedeam
in the nation play the University ofWashingtonfor their
regular season fina@@ur middle sonwho really enjoys math,
figured out thabecauséhey were on the west coast, they had
started thegame atelevend c 1l ock i n t he mg

| really enjoyed seeing the Washington Huskies take th
ealy lead against the UCLA Bruias;winning against UCLA
can be difficult.Even though they had struggled this season,
and were ranked seventh in their PAC Ten conference
Washingtongot an early lead of 230 with eight minutes
remaining in the first half.

While | watched, enj oyed seeing t#
center court and hearingtieeer s of O L #0md s
the fansl thought of ny D asetdndcousin a wonderful
man by the name of Marv Harshman, Wwad for many years
been the head basketball coaet the University of
Washington. Prior to his coaching the Huskies, he had coach¢
theme n 6 s b a s KirstatlPacifid Lutheeaa nsversity
and then at Washington StatéJnfortunately,Cousin Marv

coachedduring the same time that Coach John Wooden was

coachingat UCLA. So,for many, many yeaiswas common
for Ma rsyodceme tinesaconglace in the PACen

Divisionto Coach Wo o d e ndmpionad non al
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those days, only the conference winners advanced to th
NCAA Tournament.

Marv, like my Grandmother Stiles, was bamnthe
northwestern plains(Marv in westernWisconsin, my
grandmother in eastern Minnesatdhe early part of the 20
century. Mar vds par e joloppormoitiesanhd w
settled in Washingtostate while my Grandmother as a
teenager moved west as well, going first to North Dakota, the
Montana, then Wyoming.

As a kid,tiwas always fufor meto see Manand his
family a t family reuni ons and
relatives in Washingtonrememberedoo that my Dad had
told me recently that Marv would be celebrating his ninetiett
birthday this year.

MikeKrzyzewsk{ o €Coaah® a s h e thesheddn o
baskethll coach at Dke Universitywrote this aboutCousin
Marv in the introductioto a book calletlast Dandsy John
Feinstein:

0As | was leaving the brunch, | ran into Marv
Harshman. Like Bill Foster, Harshman is retired now,
but years ago he was a greatle at the University of
Washington. In fact, the first NCAA Tournament
game | coached was against a Marv Harshman

coached Washington team in 1984. We lost. Marv and

| joked about the fact that he had started me on the
road to having the most NCAA Tourremh wins of

any coach- with a lossl walked out of the brunch
with a big smile on my face. Being in that room with
so many of my colleagues from so many years and S
many games was great. But to run into Foster ang
Harshman, two men who played a roleynlife and
were great coaches long before anyone thought to as
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me to do a commercial for anything, was a great
reminder to me of what the Final Four is all about. It
is much bigger than the four teams and coaches who
have the honor of playing in it igi@en year. It has
far more scope than three basketball games. It is about
much more than wins and logsedthough the wins
and losses that occur will be remembered forever by
the participants. The Final Four is about
understanding how lucky we all arebéo part of

college basketbatk

Today, leforethe WashingtetdCLA gameconcluded,
we had to leavéo take ouroldest sonto af our ob6cgl o
basketball gamabout an hour away from our hauseas
pleased to hedhe score of the basketball gaorethe ar
radio, asthe WashingtonHuskiesupsetthe highly favored
UCLABruins (Final Score: Washington 61, UCLA 51).

My paprensdr ove with me to watf cl
game His team struggled b ut my paremys |[di
Mom cheered loudly fhistean.

0Grea6 hgobslai d to him afjte
i mproved since the |l ast tim

D
=

In the evening weattended the annu@lue and Gold
Banquetanannual awards ceremdoy our sosdCub Scout
Pack The meeting was grestdboth our sevegear old and
our eight year old, along with all the other boys in the Pack
were called to the stage and presented withbtages and
awardgo advance to their next raiduedid a lot of planning
for the evenind many people commented on how nicast w

Later in the evémg my parents took thads backto
their hotel to swim.
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For the Go Eat Popcgnmoject like last Saturday and the

Saturday before that, | deci

this week.

Overall,l felt prettydiscouragetiecausé had not done
as much ashadin thepreviousveeks.

In reviewing my notes | saw that | haed to learn
aboutthed bi g pictur ed o hadideatifiddd s
that one of the most obviotlsngswas that Paul was writing
lettersl had dso identified thef ol | owi ng patt
letters:

- Greeting

- Blessing

- Giving Thanks
- Prayer

- Conclusion

| had seen thahost of the letters contained each of these
elementswith the exception of Galatians (which omitted the
Thanksgivinga prayer forhie recipients and a request of
prayer for Pal

Anot her O0big pict ur etbiswedake m
was that Paul ds | edacthiairtraining o u
In doingsome readingy New Testament scholdr$ound
t hat P a wdrepast ofladraditiomr ascient writingf
rhetoric, callecbaraenetieachingvhich meanthat he was
calling his readers tontinughat he had originally taught
them, instead afoingsomething different or new.

Even in the midst of my discourageminaigh, ad
thought about th&o Eat Popcauroject, it was exciting
think about learning even moaboutPaul 6s | et t
weeks to come.
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Week Four

Day Twenty Two - Sunday
(March 4, 2007 11.48pmh

Today is Sundaynd we went to our chic hds el
0 0 c | o ¢ k hesherchserviceewas fdcused on celebrating
the conclusion ofhte 0 4u k@h a | thesfmanaad ;
campaign for thélealing Centerd the fundsto drill water
wellsin Nigeria

At the end othesemon, churchmembers were asked to
make their financial commitmeifits the Healing Centerd
the other projectdlt was inspiring to watch as hundreds of
peoplecame forwal with pledge cards and ditbem in large
containers at t &uditoriumont of {

Afterwards | went with my parents and the boys to a
restaurant near our housdledRa f f er t y o s

R a f fieond of Mysfavoritcalrestaurarst, serving
large variety of Southern favorites includimgget iced tea,
potao soup andried chicken salad

When we first arriveat the restauranive had to wait for
a table andrém the waiting areme were able to watdan few
minutes othe basketbaljamedisplayen atelevision above
thebar in therestaurant

The game wasetween Flada (rankednumber fivein
the nationlanda strugglingJniversityof Kentuckyteam The
game appeared clome awhile but Florida was victorious.
(Final Score=lorida 85, Kentucky Y2

Many people, we had heandere predicting the
immediate departure f Tubby Smit h, }
basketball coach. It was unfortunate, because | had enjoys
his coaching over the years at Kentucky.
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The Big Idea

After we were seateam)r conversation turned as it usually
does this time of year ¢oir picks intheNCA A Tour na
Final Four

Our eight year old pickédhio State, Wisconsin, UCLA
ando UNC i f t hegtolbusat Dukeod,

Our seven year old pickédio Sate, Wisconsin, UCLA
and Kansas.

My motheraddedp |  t hi niSt BMit @eh wg & h

After we ordered andaited for our food my Dad

quized the boysn the location of lesser knoaalleges
OWhereds Creighton?d he as
0South Carolina?6 someone
0Somewhere down .sout h?d6 |
ol taotgallyn Omaha, NebraskeDad answered.

0O How ab o ubthe adkedextr n ?
We guessedgain andne of the boys knew it was in
Alabama.

OHow abouobheésked.z aga?
0Come on Papa, 6 HEveryone&rdowse s

i tindMashington t heydve been t.hte T
oYep, itds i n GSHokaaeendt I
Stat@ 6

Weallguessedeveratl i f f e r eallincoreettat e s €
0l tds actuald yDadcd tOdedy dy =
the Big Sky conferenge.

How my Dad remembered these places nvish
boggling tane.

Because of his lowé history,geographgnd other trivia,
a cousinfrom Seattlonce s that his nickname should be:
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the 0Great Oracl e ofparénishvdl a
But, thenshelaughed anddded 0 N @ ,a rall &im that
because everyone would use the acrongntahhim the
G.0.0.F

After lunch we returned homand watched more
basketball.

The first gamef the afternoon happened tothe finas
of the Missouri Conference tournament, between Creightor
from Omaha Nebraskgas Dad had reminded ws)d the
Number HevenrankedSouthern IllinoisJnivesity.

The winner of this small conferenaleng with the other
winners of theConference tournamentsday, would get
0 a ut obids étd theNCAA tournament.

The Southernlllinois Salukisfrom Carbondalelllinois
andtheCr e i g ht played@ Yeayyclose ga@eeighton
howeverwas able to wiaginst the higher ranked Salukis
(Final Score: Creighton 67, Southern lllinois 61).

At the end of the gamthe television commentators
announcedhe winnerof othersmaller conferencésat were
finishingtheir tournaments this weekend.

First they announced the winners of &ikntic Sun
Leagueln that game, the Belmont Bruins eathed second
trip to the o0Big Danced6 wit
Sateon SaturdayFinal ScoreBelmont 94, East Tennessee
67).

Next was the Big South League, wtikes Winthrop
Eaglesdefeatedthe Virginia Military Instituted Ke y&d eit 13
their seventhconferenceéournament win in nine yeaSinal
ScoreWinthrop 84VYMI 81)

In the Ohio Valleyconference Eastern Kentucky
University - the conferencenumber two team upset the
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numberonerankedAustin Peay(Final Score: EKU 63ustin
Peay 62).

The announcers also reportétht o Friday,in the
Southern ConferencBavidsonCollegedefeatedhe College
of Charleston (Final ScoBavidson 72, College of Charleston
65).

Later in theafternoon | vatched part of theggame
between Numberdurteen ranked Dulandthe eight ranked
University ofNorth CarolinaThe game wagery good with
D u k é&fegPaulus scorin@l points and Carolind s Ty |
Hansborougtscoring26. Hansborough, however, had to leave
the game witliourteenseconds remaining because of a hard
foul to the nosgFinal Score: UNC 86, Duke 72).

In addition tothe games, the television coverage also
featured multiple commercials the Tournament Selection
Showscheduled ttake place in seven days, on Marthal
well asthe NCAA Tournament which willeginon March
15h.

At 5:301 took our oldest son tonathertry out for a
spring and summer basketball teamead a magazine, while
his coach, a former NBA player named Ronnie Grandison pu
the boys through driltsf layups, jump shots and dribbling.

Over the years|leof our sons have had Ronnie as a
coachin summer cliniceamps ad leagues$.was hopeful that
our oldest son would make his team again.

When we returnetiomea t SseveBue badlal o
great dinneready for usAnd dter dinned read to the boya
few pages of C. 9helLevmigs@i b
before they went to sleep.

Later in the evening, pantsome time in worship and
prayer aneventualljnad a chance to think about the Eat
Popcoproject.
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OWhatbsgthdea | atPaus d6 Ifjow
0OThat ®awhgt nleed to focus on

After thinkingfor a few minutes, | wrote one word on my
yellow legal pad:

Jesus

Aft er al | of miettenste thedGalat@ns,o f P
Ephesians, Philippians a@dlossiansit was clgato me that
each lettewasaboutone personlesus

0 The draalbotit @hogdesus was, what hehaia, to
follow him and how to leva life in Hing | concluded.

To confirmthat | was on the right tradkiead the letters
again andanade a chartoting every timghe name oflesus
appeared iR a u | dettersf our

Number of times the nameJesusappears
Ch. | Galatians| Ephesians| Philippians | Colossians
1 3 7 8 3
2 3 5 5 1
3 5 4 5 1
4 1 1 4 1
5 2 1
6 3 2
Total: 17 20 22 6

What | found was that in every chaptePad ul 6 s |f o
letters, the name of Jegumentioned.

I remembered that chapter numbers were not added until
later, butooking at the lettelsy chaptertet me see that Jesus
was a major topic thmghoutP aul 6 s wr i ti ng
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| saw that:
- Galatians had seventeappearanseo f Je
name
- Ephesians had twenty
- Philippians had twentyo
- Colossians had six

The total for all four letterscalculatedvas sixtfive.
It was interesting to nothat Pauloften usedthe name

Jesuwith thenameChrist It was typical to see hiswriting
the nameChrist Jesas Jesus Christ fact, of the sity-five

SUS

timeswhere the namédesusgas meni on e d i n Pajul

sixtyone of thosdimes the nam€hristappeared before or
after it.

| found only four cases where ti@melesusppearethy
itself (vithout the nameChrigt This occurred interestingly
oncein each of théour letters:

- ol bear on my b dedds
(Gal. 6:17)

- 0Sur el y ofjhimwandiwerataught in him
in accordance with the truth that is Jesds
(Eph. 4:21)

- Oat t heldesueamer yofknee
(Phil. 2:10)

- 0And whatever you do,
do it all in the name of the Lordesds
(Col. 3:17)
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As| read the letters,alsofound that ormanyoccasions
Paul used the nan@hristalone Without the corresponding
nameJesubefore or after jt One example | noticed was
Galatians 2:1Where Paul wrote,

0does t hahrispmre@mottéhsatsi n~

Becaisethe nameChristeppeared so frequentlypade
another chart, listing the times that the name appeared by its¢
(andnot with the word Jesus)

Number of times the name
Ch. | Galatians| Ephesians| Philippians | Colossians

1 4 6 10 6

2 6 4 3 9

3 6 4 5 7

4 1 6 0 1

5 3 9

6 2 2
Total: 22 31 18 23

I noticedthatin all but one chaptér the four lettershe
name of Christ appeared by itSHile total for b four letters
| calculatedvas ninetjour.

0That |l s&ema | ot. o6 | thoug
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o shoudadd the two charts t
oClearly, P aJedu®hsistiesesfCéyisthriste s
Jesugere all in reference to the same pe¥son.

Sq | soonmade a chagummingup thenumber of times
the name Jesus or Christ appeared.

(So as not to doubleount,| countedonly as one instance
wherethe namedesuShrisor Christ Jesaspearetbgethey.

Number of times tiCdrmnameés
Ch. | Galatians| Ephesians| Philippians | Colossians
1 7 13 18 9
2 9 9 8 10
3 11 8 10 8
4 2 7 4 2
5 5 10
6 5 4
Total: 39 51 40 29

I looked at the totals:
- Galatiandhad 39 instances of theameJesus or
Christ
- Ephesianbad the namlisted51 times
- Philippiandhadthe namdisted40 times
- in Colossians the narappeared 29 times

Next | calculated theotalnumber of times that the name
wasusedn the four letters
OHis name appears a totdl159times inthd et t er 0

7

versesT hat 6 dthaught. ot . 0
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0Cer tlesubtrististhed bi gof dehe |l | e
concludedoBut | wonderwhat did Paul believe about Jesbis

To learn morel read the letters again louk to gaima
betterunderstanding f  Pdaseriptios of who Jesus was

As | read the letter@gain one ofthe first thing that |
noticed was #t Paul believatat Jesuswado d 6 s Son

Not

0Godéwas pl eas&ohinted r
(Gal. 1:15.6)

0 live by faith in th&orof God, who loved me
and gave himselfforme ( Gal . 2: 20)

0But when the time had
son (Gal. 4:4)

ountil we all reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of theSonof God and become
mature, attainingo the whole measure of the
fullnessof Christ ( Eph. 4: 13)

oFor he has rescued us from the dominion of
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the
Sorhelove8 ( Col . 1:13)

only did Paul describ

explained that thoseho believe in Christ are made to be

Godos

| was amazed at the number of times Paul used the wor|

osonod

sons.

t dothdJessscandi Hisdollowers in only a few

verses in Galatians:
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oBut when the time had fully come, God senEbis
born of a wom@a, born under law, to redeem those
under law, that we might receive the full right®d
Because you asensGod sent the Spirit of hiSon
into our heds, the Spirit who calls odtbba, Father
So you are no longer a slave, dreand since yo
are asonGod has made you also an.hér ( Gra |

Paul explained that because God sent his Son, those who

believed in Him have been made sons of God.

I n addition t ®aulblsobetieged that d o
Jesus was thierd.

In Galatians, thditle 0 L o Jeslu§ appeared irthree
places

- 0Grace and peace to you from God our Father
and thd_ordJesus Chrigt ( Gal . 1: 3)

- 0May | never boast excer

Lordlesu€hri st 6 (Gal . 6: 14

- 0The gr doadesusThristoba with your
spirité (Gal. 6:18)

I n Ephesi ans, Paul used t
Jesus Christé seven ti mes:

- 0Grace and peace to yd

and thdlordJesu€ hr i st 6 (Eph. 1f:
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- OoPrai se be to thelodod al
Jesu€hristo) (Eph. 1:3

- OFor t his reason, ever S
faith in theLordJesusand your love for all the
saints, I have not stolpp
(Eph. 1:15)

- ol keep asking Llordddus t he
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the
Spirit of wisdom and rjev

- o0al ways giving thanks | t
everything, in the name of diordJesu€ hr i s t| 6
(Eph. 5:20)

- 0OPeace to the brother s,
God the Father and theordJesus hr i st 6 |( E
6:23)

- 0Grace to aloiddlesugihoistwitb v el o
an undying lovedé (Eph.| 6

In the letter to the Philippians there were six referttnce
Jesus as Lordhere Paul either used ifwased L or d Jels u

0JeGhiss s Lorddé or o0Jesus my |[Lol

- 0 Greand peace to you from God our Father
and theLordJesu€ hr i st 6 (Phil . |1:

- 0and every t odegusCaristdisonf es
Lordt o the glory of God |th
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ol h o p leordlesuso semdeTimothy to you
soon, that | also may be aeekwhen | receive
news about youdé (Phil

0 What IS mor e, I CONS
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing
ChristJesusnylLordd ( Phi I . 3: 8)

0OBut our <citizenship i
await a Savior from thereettordJesus Christ6
(Phil. 3:20)

0 The gr dadleswshristtbé with your
spirité (Phil . 4:23)

Jesuso6 or o0Jesus as L

OWe always thank Gad,

Jesu€hi st 6 (Col . 1: 3)
0So then, j ust alesusag 0 U
Lord continue to |ive i1

0And whatever you do,
do it all in the name of therdJesus ( Co |

OWhatever you do, work at it with all your heart

as working for the Lord, not for men, since you

know that you will receive an inheritance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are
serving(Col. 3:224)
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0 | tme four letter®, suimmarized Patildescribedesus
asLordtwentytimeso

And ot only did Paul describe Jesus as sitmglprd,
he often used the phramdr Loréh describing Christ.

0So,1 6s obvious t hialbrd dnc thes a
Lord of the churches he was writing to

As | thought abouthis conceptl rememberg a phrase
from the Book of Common Prawged by the Church of
England and other Anglicanghear worship servies.

After a passage from the Gospslseadthe reader says
the words: 0The olgothepcengregatibn t
responds with #nphrase

OPraiecee Ltorgo Christ. oo

0That phr ase r e aking gf Jesus fint u
these letters, | t oNotwrgyhdidhe call Jesus tis®n of
Godbuthecalled JesussLord 0

| paused.

OBecauséebelieved that Jesus vt ord, hetherefore
saw himself aasdfalbweriost 6s ser v
olt would be good to learn more abdwaiw Paul saw

himselfas aervantofChrisi | cancl uded
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Day Twenty Three- Monday
(March 5, 2007 9:33pm)

Today is Monday, and the beginning aafllege
b a s k eGhangionstipsVeek

For most of the larger schoothjs is the week that
follows their regular seaswith today markinghe beginning
of their conferencmurnaments. &t the smaller schools, who
have already begiaying their conferentceumaments for
several daygmdaymarls the endof many oftheir conference
tournamerd

Tonight the boys and | watchedtla®eteans received
autonatic biginto the NCAA Tournament.

The first game wasa matchup between Virginia
Commonwealth Univeity (the comference number one
ranked teamandthe conference number five ranked George
MasonUniversity They playedh the finals of the Colonial
Athletic AssociatiorGeorge Masohadbeenthed Ci nder
Teamod last yedi s NCAA t our ndmen
tournament with a very lovanking but reachinthe Final
Four This year however, they were unable to win their
conference championshigFinal Score: VCWB5, George
Mason 59

The secondgameof the eveningwas in the Metro
Atlantic Athletic Confence where Siena,the conference
number fourteam,playedthe number two rankedNiagara.
(Final ScordNliagara 8Xiena 79).

The third conferencghampionship ganasin the West
Coast ConferencavhereGonzagathe conference number
one rankedeam,played the number two ranked Santa Clara.
Gonzagaas my Dad had reminded us on Suriday school

229




Week Four

located in Spokane, Washingtarhich surprisinglyfor a
school with astudent body obnly 6,000 haplayedverywell
against larger schools in the NCAA rfiamentin recent
years(Final Score: Gonzaga 77, Santa Clara 68).

Tonight br the Go Eat Popcopnoject, my thoughts
turned again to tHeigldeafPaul s | ett er s.
| thoughtfirst aboutwhat | had learndtie night before.

0The | albotutéllesi nagr eJ esus. 0 |

I thoughttoo about a documentary that | had seantier
in the eveningcalledThe Lost Tomb of ikatisvas pduced
by the director of the movigtanicThe documentarshowed
a number ofstoneboxes called ossuarjeshich claimedo
contain the bones of Jesus and his followers.
0l dondt buy it.o6 | said
With all of the media hype around the documentary, it
was funny to readcartoon inrNewswesakagazine earlier in the
day thatsshowedan archelogist surrounded by ossuarid®
said

OWe are ceain this is the crypt of Jesu® fdund a
bracett that saydyhat Would! Do

As | was discounting the claims in the documertary,
thoughtabout howfor Christiansif theywere true, itvoud
bed T. E. O. T. Wa fieni\bf Minevodld says h at &
my f r aberevidtidréor the phrased0 The End O
World As We Know It 6

Whywoulditbé he o0end ofkntohe i war

Becausé like Paubnd other Christiankelieve in aisen
Christ
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If the bonesof Christwerereallyfound,then my beliefs
and those of most Christians would be false.

As | watchegart ofthe documentary,had to wonder,
0 Why wo @ftllowerd lee saocalabout his being raised
from the dea® Theywere totured and suffered and weren
killedfor their beliefs 6

0 fl the faith of the early Christiangas all a hoax,
woul dndt t hey tolusex®edl wondered. t
OWoul dndt they have wanted
persecution? Thitheract i on most peopl

My guess was thdte real hoax was th@formation
presented in the documentary.

OPerhaps, 6 | twareraaltyfinst century t h
ossuariesbut the namesof Jesus and the others wadeed
laterltcoudhave&s i | y been done. 6

Soon ny thoughtsreturnedto what | had learned the
night before. hadfound itencouraging ttook atall of the
instances whethe name® J e samd® €hr i st 6 ap
P a uldttérs

0Cl ear | y Paasu |l G osdadvisadISachmed.
0OAnd he saw himself as a se

Tonight, | decided to ask a f ¢
belief in Jesus.

OHow did Paul come tol hi
wondered.

As | read the lettertonight | looked for information
about iSayuand owhémight have leaed about
JesuslIn Philippiansl saw thatPaul wrote about his Jewish
roots,sayinghat he was,

Ocircumci s ledhy, athe pedple of sradl, h
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews, in
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regard to the lagwa Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting
the church; as for l egal i ¢
(Phil. 3:56)

In GalatiansPaulinformed his readers,

OFor you have heard of my
Judaism, how intensely | persecuted the church of
God and tried to destroy it. | was advancing in
Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and was
extremely zealous for the traditions of my
fathers:4( Gal . 1:13

In thesepassageRaulsaid that he was full of zéal his
Jewishf ai t h, doadvadmhciagd i of awldtal
legalistic righteousness. He also noted theft ber mer | y ¢ ¢
0 i nt eperseeutey the church.

oButwhy did he change?dé | wagnd

To learn mord,read the letters again.
As | was reading, | noticed that in several of tlexdett
Paul wrotelaout arevelatidmat he received.

- ol did not receive it frlom
rather, | received it byevelatidnr om Jesus C
(Gal. 1:12)

- 0Godéwas pevedla sedotho i n meél
consult any man, nor didgb up to Jerusalem to see
those who were apost-I7gs |be-
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- 0l went i nrevelatiem ceat lsefore them a
t he gospel t hat I prea
(Gal. 2:2)

- 0Surely you have heard
God's gace that was given to me for you, that is, the
mystery made known to me kevelatioms | have
already writt-8)n brieflyo

0So Paul | ear ned revblasidndm CHh
Godp | concluded.

I remembered the account given in the Bddkcts that
described Paul encountering Christ on the road to Damascy
as he wasn his way tpersecute members of the church

oSaul , Saul .6 Jesus said
encountered Christ). oOoWhy d

As | continued reading was interesting to see in the
lettersthat Paul felt this revelation wagselyrelated to his
mission

In many ofthe letters Paul madeclear that héelt cdled
by God to go the Giles (those who are ndaws):

- 0God, who set me apart fronrth and called me by
his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so tha
mightpreach him among the @Gealil&sl5L6)

- ol went up again to Jer
the gospedhat | preach among the @eatilgsl?)

- 00n t he theyosaw thatlrhad,been entrusted
with the task opreaching the gospel to thej@tatles
Peter had been to the Jear. God, who was at work
in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, wa
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Week Four
also at work in my ministry @s apostle toGleatilesd
(Gal. 2:18)

- OFor this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ f@sus
the sake of you Gérilels. 3:1)

- OAlthough | am less than the least of all God's people

this grace was given nme:preach to the Gethides
unsearchable richesCifirist (Eph. 3:8)

- 0To them God has chosén make known among the
Gentilethe glorious riches of this mystery, which is

Chrig in you, t e thihemgldabog f

struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully

works in me. (Col:27 ad 29

0So Paul made i cl ear i

t
God to goto nonJewishpeople | comAhd diee . K

this from aevelatibnr om God. 0

0 But spebifeedllydid Paulb e |
wondered.

| thought about this for awé.

Then, suddeniy hit me.

OFor Paul,, 60hi stofhiCooistgcmiat of
an uninvolved and disinterested gdtb passively watched
people liveheir lives Rather Paul describedlesus as being
activeone who had done things in the pastioing something
now and will do things in the futudre

oPau] 6 | c dreqtentipreferdto J adiansod

| paused for a moment.

oWh y d evriteéddownthe acions of Christthat Paul
describe® | t hDoinggHatt could give me a serof
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The Big Idea

P a udoricept of Christ, or hi§hristolggss the theologians
would call it 6

Next, lwrote down all of e saatisn8as Paul described
them inhis four letters starting first with the letter to the
Galatians

Action of Jesus Verse
(in Galatians)
sent Paul Gal. 1:1
gives peace Gal. 1:3
gave himself for sinte rescue from Gal. 1:4
the present evil age
givesgrace Gal. 1.6
providegevelation Gal. 1:12
gives freedom Gal. 2:4
justifies Gal. 2:15, 2:1
was crucified Gal. 3:1
redeemed peapirom the curse off,  Gal. 3:13
the law
redeemed peopse the blessing Gal. 3:14
could come to Gentiles
gives what isnppmised because o] Gal. 3:22
faith
enabl es peopl e Gal. 3:26
enabl es those Gal. 3:29
OAbr ahamo sheirs e ¢
according to
redeemed those under the law Gal. 4:4
receive ofull

wi | | OHispeopld i| Gal. 4:19
setspeopleree Gal. 5:1
c r u c ihd wordsn péople Gal. 6:14
gives grace Gal. 6:18
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Next | looked atthe actions of Jesus in te#dr to the
Ephesiansin reading his lettey | noticedthat Paul not only
identifiedthe actiors of Jesus, but alsdentifiedthe many

actiors o f God t he

OFat her

addition to listinghe actions of Jesusadded the actions of

God the Fathr to mychart:

Action of Jesusand His Father Verse
(in Ephesiang
gives grace and peace Eph. 1:2
bh essed 0Ouso6 in Eph. 1:3
with every spiritual blessing
chosedusd Eph. 1:4, 111
predestinedusd Eph. 1:5, 1:1]
providegedemption and Eph. 1.7
forgiveness of sins
made known to us his will Eph. 1:9
marks those who believe with th  Eph. 1:13
Holy Spirit
gives a Spirit of wisdom and Eph. 1:17
revelation, to know him better
God raised Christ from the deaq Eph. 12022
seated him at his right hand an
placed all things at his feet
God made o0usbd Eph. 2:5
God raised us up with Christan{  Eph. 2:6
seated us with him in the heaver
realms in Christ Jesus
Goda eated Ouso Eph. 2:10
0good wor kg
Christds bl ood| Eph 2:13
who oonce wer
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Action of Jesusand His Father Verse
(in Ephesiang
i Sur peacé Eph. 2:14
Jesus odestroy| Eph 214
dividing wall
abolished the lgwhrough his flés Eph. 2:15
He oOpreached| Eph 2:17
Jesugrovides access to the Fath Eph. 2:18
hel ps peopl e I Eph 219
citizens with
omembers of Go
ist he chief <cor Eph. 2:20
household
isworkingto build people to Eph. 2:22
Obecome a dwel |
l'ives by hi
gives gracehrough his power | Eph. 3:23:7,
3:8
provides revelation Eph. 3:3
gives oOounsear Eph. 3:8
created oal |l Eph 39
through Christ we capproach Eph. 3:12
God
willdweli n 6your 6 K Eph 3:17
offers love that is wide, long, hig| Eph. 3:18
and deep
is able to do Eph. 3:20
than all we a
ascended to heaven and descen  Eph. 4:9
gave toginfetnsd, s Eph.4:8,4:1]

apostles, prophets, evangelists

pastors and teachers
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Action of Jesusand His Father Verse
(in Ephesiang
grows and builds up the Churcli Eph. 4:16

contains truth Eph. 4:21

forgives Eph. 4:32

|l oved O0uso6 and Eph. 5:2
u sad an offeringp God

provides an inheritance Eph. 5:5

makes peopl e o0l Eph 58

Head of the church Eph.5:23

Savior of the church Eph. 5:23

gave himself up fahe church to | Eph. 5:25826
omake her h

has power Eph. 6:10
provides the full armor Eph. 613
gives peace Eph. 623

Next | looked atthe actions of Jesus in the letter to the
PhilippiansLike the letter to the Ephesians, | saw that Paul
also added some actions by God the Father, so | include
those in my chart as well.

Action of Jesusand His Father Verse
(in Philippians)
gives grae and peace Phil. 1:2
began a o60good Phil. 1:6
has affection Phil. 1:8
fills oyoud wi| Phi 111
righteousness
gives help Phil. 1:19
will makewhat has happened to| Phil. 1:19
Paudrnootforns del i \
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Action of Jesusand His Father Verse
(in Philippians)
will be exalted in Paul (in life an(  Phil. 1:D
death)
will be vith Paul in death Phil. 1:23
unites Phil. 2:1
loves Phil. 2:1
took the nature of a servant Phil. 2:7
in appearance as a man Phil. 2:8
humbled himself Phil. 28
died on a cross Phil. 2:8
is Lord and exalted by God Phil. 2:911
will work in 0yl Phi 213
to his good
has mercy Phil. 2:27
makes men righteousness Phil. 3:9
provides resurrection from the deg  Phil. 3:11
is near Phil. 4:5
answers prayers Phil. 4.6
gives peace Phil. 4.7
guards hearts and minds Phil. 4.7
will be wit Phil. 4:9
gives grace Phil. 4:23

Lastly, | made a list of the actions of Jesus in the letter t
the Colossians.

Action of Jesus (in Colosians) Verse
gives grace and peace Col. 1:1
fills with knowledge of His will Col. 1.9
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Action of Jesus (in Colosians) Verse
qgualified oyoy Coll:12
inheritance of the saints
has rescued ous| Col113
of darkness
broughd iidont o thH Coll:13
theSon
offers redemption and forgiveney  Col. 1:14
of sins
by the son all things were creat¢ Col. 1:15
in him all things hold together Col. 1:17
isthe head of the Church Col. 1:18
has supremacy Col. 1:19
reconciles all things to himself| Col.1:20
makes peace through his blood s| Col. 1:21
on the cross
has reconciledboubb y Chr| Col. 1:22
death
makes the mystery of Christ knoy  Col. 1:27
to the Gentiles
contains the treasures of wisdoiy  Col. 1:3
and knowledge
in Chr i s tlnegss aflthe Col. 2:9
Deity |lives i
Christ is the ¢ Col210
and authori
made oyouod al Col. 2:13
forgave oOouso6 ( Col 213
ocanceled the w Col214

against ou
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Action of Jesus (in Colosians) Verse

d sarmed oOpower Col. 2:15
by the cross

raises up people Col. 3:1
is seated at Ggq Col31
is life Col. 3:3
makes people holy Col. 3:12
dearly loves people Col. 3:12
forgives Col. 3:13
offers peace Col. 3:15
provides an inheritance Col. 3:24

oWo w,was the only word that | could safter

reviewingPaul 0 s

descripti ounl wasf

amazedwo read all of the things that Paul desgribesus

doing:

- forgiving

- rewmnciling

- sending

- giving grace and freedom

- offering peace

- setting free

- providing wisdom

- rescuing from the
dominion ofdarkness

These actions, as described by Paoljced referred to
J e s u s Onotandytn ithepastbut alsan thepreseand in

thefutureThese awesomél, powerful actions, | thought were
aptly described by Paul in Ephesians, where Paul explain

that
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Jesus i a b | e immeasudhldy more than all we
ask or (Epha3xpRDned

0OThat 0s. bsoocludeddcrho r e
imagined

As | concludedor the night, | was encouraged by what |
hadlearnecandhadan incrediblgtrong sensef thankfulness
for the thingsthat Jesusad dondn the pastin the present

andin the future.
0 Mre than | could ask or imagie, |

aain.
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Day Twenty Four- Tuesday
(March 6, 2007 11:55pm)

Today is Tuesday, and in the evehimgardthe results
of more conference basketball championship games.

In the Horizon LeaguéWright State University met
Butler Universitywho was naked ningeenth in the nation
UnrankedWright Statehoweverwas able to get the wamd
the upset(Final Score: Wright State 60, Butler 55).

In the MidContinent Conference, Oral Roberts
University, located in Tulsa, Oklahoma played Oaklang
Universitya schoolocatedoutside of DetroitMichigan. The
game was close, with Oakland almost taking the ledéswith
than a minute remainingFinal Score: Oral Roberts 71,
Oakland 67).

In the Sun Belt Conference, North Texas faced Arkansa
State. Calvin Watspoa gard for the North TexaGreesunk
an amazingix treepoint shots to ensure tld&reewith a win
over the Arkansas State Indians (Final Score, North Texas 8
Arkansas State 75).

Each of the winners of t g
would receivautomait bidsto the NCAA Tournament.

Tonight, however, | didnt wnauthddsketballbut
instead ead t o telbeenslhggidgsouwaywitedugh
The Magi chiyan@.sS.Nelpehveiwns . It
weeks just to knock out the remainingdeapters.

After our reading was over atite kids were asleep |
found a movie calledhe Big Sleap TV. It is agreatdfilm
noird detective movjeand one of my favoritestarring
Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall
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The lines from the movie are greaith Bogie playing
detective Philip Marlowe and Bacaliplg a character named
Vivian:

Philip Marlowe: You wanna tell me now?

Vivian: Tell you what?

Philip Marlowe: What it is you're trying to find out.
You know, it's a funny thing. You're trying to find out
what your father hired me to find out, and I'm trying
to find out why you want to find out.

Vivian: You could go on forever, couldn't you?
Anyway it'll give us something to talk about next time
we meet.

Philip Marlowe: Among other things.

For the Go Eat Popcaomject, | felt good about the
progress that | had made this week. On Sunday, | had looke
at how Pa | had used the name of
Chri st d or 158t@hbsrin thetlettedbe3sversed
had alsmbservedhat Paulidentified Jesus &0 d 6 s S o n
his Lord

Yesterday,roMonday, | looked dtow Pauhad written
about arevelatighat hehadreceivedrom God that not only
revealed God in him, but also commissioned him to te
Gentiles Next, | hadreal about the manyhings that Paul
described Jesus doing: forgiving, reconciling, giving grace a
freedom, offering peace, setting people free, providing
wisdom, rescuing people from the dominion of darkness.

It was great to read.

Tonight, IwantedtocoierPa ul 6 s | deas 3

OHows houl d people respond f
wondered.
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| read through the letters again seeking to |&aut a
Paul s i deasregpbneeioiGodpeopl e t h
As | was reeading the letters almbking for clued,saw
quickly that Paulpresented four important conceptisout
peopleds relationship with J

1. People are sinful separated from Godand
under the obligation of the Law

2. Because of Hs grace andgreat love, Christ
died to fulfill the Law and forgivesin.

3. People @n receive Christ through faith

€ S

4. Those that arei n Chr i s tchildrene God

forgiven, reconciled andblessed

/4

During my r eadlnotgedaonumbErafu |
passages that describedblifforié a urécipients had Christ as
their Lord and had receivedChrist by faith. Paulfrequently
used opword to describpeople in this state befdtrowing
Christ,explaining that they wesigul.

In Galatians 1:1Raul noted thad i t becomes
that we ourselves ai@neds, ewntEphksians he explained:

OYou wused toéfollow the

the ruler of the Kkingdom

lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings
of our sinfulnature and following its desires and
thoughts (Eph. 2:23)
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Instead of experiencingpappinessor freedom by

ogratifying the cravings of the sinful naiuRaul explained
that sinfulneswas characterized $lpvery, prison and death:

- 0Scripture declares t
prisonerf sind6 (Gal. 3:22
- oformerly, when you

were slave® those who by nature are not
godsdé (Gal . 4:8)

- Oy ou deasim gour transgressions and
sinsdé (Eph. 2:1)

- Oyoudemégneyour sinsbo

In addtion to being enslavely sin, Paukxplaird that

sin also separated analienatedpeople from God Paul

frequently used hte words: oexclude
epar atedo, 0 al i eondedcrbd dhis a

0s

separation from God. | read in Ephesians and Colossians:

O Remember t huatwhfoo rameyouGye 1

wereseparaieom Christ,excludddom citizenship in
Israel andoreigneis the covenants of the promise,

wi t hout hope and wi t hoy

(Eph. 2:1112)

odarkened i n t heéparatétbm d e 1

thelfeof Godo6é (Eph. 4:18)

0 gu werealienatdtbm God and werenemigsyour
minds because of your evil behavior. (Col. 1:21)
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Pauldescribedhose insinasb e i m glarkogss ( Ep h .

5:8) andruled by a ot her ki ng ddomnioc afl |
darknegs ( i)

In addition,Paul explained th#tere werestandards and
requirementsinderG o dLléaw (found in the Old Testament)
that peoplavere obligated to folloBut because peomeuld
not meet these requirements on their,d®aul explained, w e
werehed prisoners by the | awbd

0 So, iafeinthis erpbleestate, prisoners to sin and
the law, separated and alienated f@od, what isthe
remedy?6 | wondered.

ol't i s the wo rrdmentbéredineach s
of hisletters Palidescribech way oGt o f this st
separation througfesusChrist, who wassent by God the
Father. Paul explainedhat Jesushumbled himself by
becoming a humdar the sake of humang

| read in Galatians:

oBut when t he etGothsenthisSbn f
born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those
under law, that we might receive the full rights as
son® (Gal. 4:46)

In his lettersPaul explainetthatb e c au s e goeit C
grace andbve,Jesughose to didor the sins of thers and

fulfill the requirements of the Law. Paul explained that:

- Jesus was crucified (Gal. 3:1)
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- 0Chri st l oved us and g
fragrant offering and s

- Christo made hi mself not hi ngj
of a servant, being made in human likenedgeang
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
and became obedient to déatleven death on a
cross!dé (Phil. 2:8)

Through his deatllesus redeemed people fromasid
alienatiornby taking their sinandfulfilling the obligations of
the Law. | noticed how Paul made frequent use of the words
Oredeened®n @inlde d 0 :

0 C h rredeetmed from the curse of the law by
becoming a curse for wusbd

0 Hedeemed 6 ( Gal . 3:14)

- 0God s eméd treddetmoseSunder law, that we
might receive the full rights as sons (Gab)4:4

- 0But n o wecdnalgdohua sby Chr i st
body through deathoé¢ (Col

- 0God maativé ny €ihhri st 6 (Col

Paul explained thafter C h r idedh, &ed raisedesus
andexalted Him. AccordingtoPaBlod r ai sed Ch
the dead and seated him at his right hand lethenly redims
ando p | a c e d under His éeeth{ iEnnDdasd 1:2).: 2

Paulexplainedn Philippians,
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0 Ther edexalted hiddo the highesinplazye
him thename that is above everthataigehe name of
Jesuevery knee shouldrbbwaven and on earth and
under the earth, am¥ery tongue confess that Jesus Cl
Lord ( PhRIL)I . 2: 9

ol f (Qasroffesed forgiveness, reconciliatiamd
redemptionwhatdid Paul thinkpeopleshoulddo to receive
it?06 | wondered.

In readingthe letters,| noticed that Paul wrote that
peoplecould be redeemed anilj u s t(maide reghivith
God)through faith many pssages Paul referred to faitithe
mearsf receiving Christds red

Passages abouFaith Verse
owe t oo hfathineChrigt{ Gal. 1:16
Jesus that we
0y baievehat you | Gal3:2 35
God ustifies pedp 0 bfgittd Gal. 3:8
0t hos e faithaor eh abvl Gal. 3:9
0 bfgithwe might receive the Gal. 3:14
promise of t
owhat i s (pithmasuy Gal. 3:22
Christ, might be given to those w|
believebod
oyou all areughs| Gal 3:26
fathh n Chr i st

OFor in Chri st Gal. 5:6
thing that counts fithexpressing
itself throl
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Passages abouFaith Verse
0 H a vbelievggbu were marke¢ Eph. 1:13
in him with a seal, the promise(
Holy Spiri
0it i s bawvebgenaavel Eph.2:8
throughfaithd and this not from
yourselves, it
Christ odwell Eph. 3:17
throughfaitid
oOhaving been b Col212
baptism and raised with him
through youfaithin the power of
Godo

0 S o is throughfaithd | ¢ o nthat peaplecdn,
receivelesu€hrist as Loradh

Lastly, | noticed that Pathughtthat many blessings
would follow when someomaced their faith in Chrigaul
frequentlyfocusedon howpeople whdaveplaed their faith
in Christbecome, in his wordg,c h i | dorseonnds oorf

adopted i nto whohe gecelvattndwalh o |

continue taeceivian inheritancefrom God

- oyou sanmsef@adl(IGal . 3: 26)

(

- 0God sent hi s Soneélawg that e d

we might receive ttiell rights as @al. 4:46)

- 0 b e c aus sonspadsentathre Spirit of his Son
into our heartso (Gal

- 0since you are a soiGo d has mad e
(Gal. 4:7)
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- God Opr euse fort adoptiah to sortEm
(Eph. 1:5)

- ol pray also that t he
enlightenedét hathe ncles of s
glorious inheritatiggh. 1:18)

- oyou who once were farhawveayeerbrought near
through the blood of Chr

- Oyou aneo Inger foreigners or, ligfedlow citizevith

Godds pemepribeerd@rmsd o foullt®o d &
t he foundati on of apo
(Eph. 2:1220)

- oOyou are light in the Lord. Live ekildren of I@ght
(Eph. 5:8)

ey €

i s

n

st

Paul explained that tholy Spiritwould bed a d e p o[s i

guaranteeingournher i t anceo ( ¢hidren, 1|:

unt il 0t he daywhenfChristetens.Lor d 6
Throughout Paul 0s | entatye r
blessings and benefitsat come witp ut t i ngthion e
Christ.
I reread the letters again and my yellow legal pad
made a chart listing thesanyblessings:

G o dRlessingto Believers Verse
oOyouéare know Gal. 4:9

0set freed B Galbl
youlecome O0a ne Gal. 5:15
oOyaal ed by th Gal. 5:18
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G o dBlessingto Believers Verse
onot wunder Gal. 5:18

0Those who bel ¢ Galb?24
have crucified the sinful nature w
its passions

blessed us in the heavenly realf  Eph. 1:3
with every spiritual blessing
redeemedhrough his blood and Eph. 1.7
forgiven of sins
doalive in ¢ Eph25
oraised us up w Eph 26
with him in the heavenly realms
Christ Jes
Obecome a dwel Eph. 2:22
l'ives by hi

can go t ofre€dodand| Eph. 3:12
confidence

forgiven Eph. 4:32
ofill ed with| Eph518
can stand oO0agéi Eph 611
schemes?o

can know Christ Phil. 3:7
filled with the peace of God Phil. 4:7
forgiven Col. 3:13

orai sed witHh Col. 31

0 Wo w, 6my\mitiad response as | read the many
blessings and promises that Paul listed

| was encouraged to see how Baplainedhat Gentiles
(nontJewish peoplelike mewerep ar t of God?ad
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Ephesiansand in several other passadtsl noted that
because of Christ,

0Gent ishaeisthapmisé n Chri st J
(Eph. 3:6)

As | wasreviewing the many blessings that Paul, listed
was particularly moved by several passatges letter to the
Colossians that described beingChrist. Paul wrote that
becausef Christ,His followers are forgiven and mdmubdy
before God and free froraceivinghe judgment athe Law.

Paulnoted that:

- The Fat hqgualfiedoyldm share in the
inheritance of the saints in the kingdomgtitli
For he has rescued us from the dominion of
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the
Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness si ns .-¥) ( Col . 1:

- 0But nomecorftipbbady Chri s
body through deatto pesent you holy in his sigh
without bl emi sh and f
(Col. 1:22)

- OHe forgave a#l our sins, having canceled the
written code, with its regulatiotistwas against
us and stood opposed to us; he took it away,
nailing it to the cros®\nd having disarmed the
powers and authorities, he made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the
cr o ¢Cl.2:4315)
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| wasalsostruck by thegpassages that related tleath
and resurrection of Jesasdtot he new | i f e
followers have.

Just as krist wascrucifiedPaulexplainedhat the sinful
nature withinChr i st 8 s falsolcrucifiededr kiled w a
(Gal. 5:24)And just as Christ waasiselly God the Father and
seated in heaveRaul noted thad y o u  h araisedvitb e e
Christé. (Col . 3:1)

One of my favorite passages was in Ephesians, whel

Paulexplained that

0God raised us uwswihhnhn Ch
the heavenly realms in C

0Thisso iisncr edi bl e Thé phrasesvasi d
not written in the future tense abaamething thawwill
happen sometime in the future, rati@nis t 6 s facel |
seatedith Him in the heavenly realms. the passageRaul
wasspeaking about something that has already hap@enked
seated (ot will seat usyith Christn  t he heavenl

OThat ds 6prle tctoyn cclouodle d .
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Day Twenty Five- Wednesday
(March 7, 2007 10:31pmh

Today is Wednesday andoke up at 5:30aandleft our

house a | i tt lineorddrte deote thairgortix 0 O

time for an 8:00am flighto my surprisd, was able to park
my car, check my bag, go through securityaaieat the
gate by 7:00arhc o u Ithdnkdf & timethat 6 ve ever
to anairport gateso quickly.

| was leaving todayo work in Toronto, CanadaAnd
becaus¢ hadbooked my flightjust a few days earliecould
not get a direct flighgo | had tostop inDetroit first then
catch a flight to Toronto.

| arived in Detroit at 9:30am anthenin Toronto a litle
before noon.

Before today had never been the city of Toronto.

Growing up in northern Ohio, | hachveledto Canada
several times, and hadentravele nearToronto but had
never been into the city.

| was curious to see wiaa n a d a dnseropobsrofg e s
two and a half million peopleoked likeAnd | was hoping
that| could get away from work long enough to se&atbe
CN Towert hat rose high abawvwe
perhapsevenvisit the Ontario Museum of Art.had to be
careful on this trip, however,as thetelevisionnews had
recentlyreported that large chunks of ice had been falling off
of the CN Toweto the cold streetk815eet below.

After arriving at the office, in an area called North, York
worked untila little afters i x  oirbthel evenikg. When |
was done with work, | walked to a nearby subway stop an
tookthe YongeStreet line south.
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Yonge Street, my colleagaesvorkhad told me was in
the Guinness Book of World Records as the looigestreet
in the world

The subway ride took about twenty minutes and
eventually | arrived atstiation near my hoteah downtown
Toronto.Not knowing my wago the hotel I took thewrong
exit outof the subwasgtation(going east on Gerrard Street,
instead of west}o, insead ofsimplywalking across the street
from the subway station to the hotel, | lugged my luggedge
my computer bagver four long city blocksyalking all the
way around Ryerson Universityy shoes covered with snow
and slushas | walked ovethe icy, dusty sidewalksintil |
finally reachethe hotel.

When | entered the busy hdt#by,| wasremindedhat
even though Canadians and Americans share a commd
languagewe stilluse it differently like the sigrn the hotel
lobby that directed pedp © the nextavailable clerk stating
Next Wicket Please

| enjoyed seeintpe clocks on the wddehind the cheek
in counterthat displayed tharies of the Canadian cities of St.
J o h Halifax,Vancouveand Edmonton

After dropping off my luggade myhotelroom | went
to dinneralong EIm Stregtnear the hotelith a collegue
from work, having a nice meal of pasta at a restaurant calle
Thirty Five EIm Street Bistro

Around nineo 8 c | retwrred to the hotel

Flipping @ the television, | sawomechannels that |
h a d edn in quite a while, like BBC (Canadian Broadcast
Company) witiNewsWorladnd the CBC Newschannelwith
The Nationé Canadiamational newprogram andThe Fifth
Estata haréhitting, opinion news program

Growing up in nghern Ohio, one of the few channels
we r ecei v e dblaskhandwhitéy @rioretancables
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television)was the CBC from Windsor, Canasmaa child, |
loved watching the CBC programsMit Dressp and The
Friendly Gianh addition tothe progiams ofSesame Stmet
PBSandCaptain KangaoadBS.

At the hotel | noticed thathere were also some
specialized channels that d mever seen before, lIK€TN
(60Aboriginal Peopl e TTeléourna n
a news program in French.

After some delay, | foundsportschannel on th@V,
but to my amazement there wasbasketball was hoping to
see some ohecollegeeonferencesurnamehgames and hear
about the twdeams thawvould receivautomatic bids to the
NCAA Tournamenttoday but ingead the sports channel
covered onlynockey andurling (the sportwhereplayergpush
polished stoss across ice, theritea theinitial push,other
players with broonrsin in frontof the stonédnelpingguidethe
stoneto a targgt | enjoyedbeing in Canada, butreally
wanted to see some basketffathal Score: Canadian sports 1,
me 0)

| spent a few moments looking out the window amazed a|
the many buildirggoutside of my hotedlongthe cold strest
below.Flashing lights illuminated tare calledSam thRecord
Manwith a large black cirgiethe shape of an old LP. Next to
it, a placealledZanzabahad a brightlyluminatedsign that
readgd of MosBeautfuh \¥aidddy the look of the
sign and thguys standing outsiden thisfreezingcold night,
it looked like aplace thatl should avoid. Beyondthose
buildings, | wagold wast h e OTi mes Sqguar
called Dundas Square, at the corner of Yonge and Dunds
Strees with large video screembdovea shopping center
fountainand a large open area for concerts.

For theGo Eat Popcgmoject, my thoughts turned to my
reading the night beforlehad learned much about what Paul
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thought about Jesus Christ &av people should respond to
His grace and offer of forgivess and salvation

| reviewed my outline from yesterday, remembering that

Paul presented four i mporta
relationship with Jesus Christ:

1. People are sinful, separated from God and
under the obligation of the Law

2. Because of Hb grace and great love, Christ
died to fulfill the Law and forgive sin

3. People can receive Christ through faith

4, Those that ar e chidre@§hr i
forgiven, reconciled andblessed

Tonight, I decided that |
Ide&®d® iwnl &sa | e oppoeants : Paul &8s

0l n r eadi n guastlearaghatheeetwere some
peoplewho did not believePaul 0 s i deas la
thoughtt0 And t hei r o pPpaoudiféGresevanal a
ways. 0

As | t hought &ihisp bwroteFoa my 6 ¢

yellow notepad twamportantways thatt seemed likdais
opponents affected him:

-Persecution
-Delivering a Different Teaching to the
Church

As | re-read the lettert®night | looked firstfor passages
thatreferred o  Pparsekculicdy others.
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| had learned earli¢hat Paul frequently referred his
persecutiorby saying that he wés chaidsl had seerthe

phrase seven different times in three of the letters (Ephesians,

Philippians, and Colossiam#)ere Paul statdlat:
- he was o0an ambassador | n
- 0in chainso (Phil. 1:7)
- 0in chains for Christaa| (
- Obecause of my chainso| (
- owhile | am in chainsod| (
- o0for which I am in chalin
- O0Or eme mbheari nnsyé ¢( Col . 4: 18)

D

0Since Paulas once a very active, zealous leader in the
Jewish communitwho thenbegan saying thlis work prior
knowing Christwas rubbishhe was probablynot very well
received bthe Jewish leadeds, thought

0 B e c a u sfaith io Chridthi d c o rPaulwad e d
per secrud mamide rifmal worda to thé Galatians,
0l bear on my bo@g.6lHe mar ks

In addition to this persecutiom, inany of the letters
saw statementsatP a uoppdrentsvere presenting different
teaching to the Churches

In the letter to the Gatianghei s sue of oO0opp
more pronounced than in the other letterghat lettey Paul
told the church that they wedfoolisho for listening to these

opponentswhowr e presenting a o0dif
- 0You fool i sh Gal ati ansg
you?dé6 (Gal. 3:1)
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- 0l am astoni shed t hat

desertingéand are turni

(Gal. 1:6)

- OEvidently some people
confusionand are trying to pervert the gospel of

Christo (Gal. 1:7)
- 0a gospel di fferent f
(Gal. 1:8)

- 0You were running a
you and kept you f
(Gal. 5:7)

gg
ron

Paul, | noticed seemedite upset witlthose who were
otrying togop@rey &r tantdh g¢hese c €

opponents of his messagieh o ubled edt er nal | vy
(Gal. 1:8, 1:9)

OWhatwere thesdifferenti deas t hat iRaul
Galatidt eaching?6 | wondered.

Af ter r esaldtters, ga feR® athingshout the
opponentsseemed cleao me First, it was clearthat the
opponents were not disputing thetyf ChristAlthough Paul
spenta lot of time focusingnoChrist in his letters, he did not
specifically addregsissue.

0 S 0 setoppenentsin Galatiaprobably would have
considered themsel velsseedhblike s {
P a udppbients werenore interested in how peogleould
receivehrist as Lord, and whpeoplemustdoas Christians
instead of challeimgy the deity of Christ

It was also clearthBta u |l 6 s i Gaalidoeuset s
their teaching ogaining righteousnedtrough thedaw a n d
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oobserving thedlaw( &2ll and3:2). Thee Old Testament
requirementswere specifically aboubllowing dietary codes
(Gal.2:19 andfollowing the custoraf menbeng circumcised
as a sign of obediencedod (Gal. 5:26:12, 6:13

Paul described Peter, Barnabas and otftessd d r e w
b a c ford thd Gentilesvhen certain men arrived in the city,
because of fear oft hese 0 men viho were J a me
described as part of the circumcision@roup

0 éPeter used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they
arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself
from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who
belonged tahe circumcision.gfbepther Jews joined
him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even
Barnabas was |43 astray.

O~

By | ook i megponaes artBeaanehstosemphasis
of his letters, it seem#thtthe opponentsugestioned:

- P a vautiosy (Gal. 1:1)
- the truth of Paul 6s t elac
was s o me thh madgéupt(h@atl .0 1} 1:
1:20)

- Paul ds contention that| p
God through faith alone and not by observing
the law (GaR:18)

Paul seemed quite upsethlse opponentsvritingthat,

OAs f or those agitators, I Wi
and emascul ate themselves! 6| (C
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He warned the Philippians],
those men who do evil, those mutiar s o f the |f 1
32and o0l now say again even [wi

of the cross of Christo (Phil

0 & how did Paul respond to the criticismtludse
opponents?6 | wondered.

| paused to consider the answer.

0 | rieédltdean moreabouthow Paul respondéed his
opponentsand why he feltthe churches should follow his
teachingnstead of theirs 6

oThis will be an interesting journgy, | t.thought
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Day Twenty Six- Thursday
(March 8, 2007 11:14pm)

This morning | left my hetandwalkeda c r oss T o
slush and snow covered streets to a large limestone and grar
building callecCollege Park the basement of the building
was thesubway statioragdnow thatl knew how to get there,
it took only a few minutes).

0ColReargkd, | wadasewemsiory shapping
malland office buildingdn the first floor | founda wonderful
café calledhe Richtre®arketthat was filled with fruits and
breads, where | bougatcup of coffee andsome sweat rolls
for breakfastNex, | walked through the College P#réd
courtto the statiorand caught therongeStreet subwaline
northto work

It was great not having to myp about finding a parking
spotor waiting in trafficas | usually dahen | drive tavork.
Instead | just a t i n trbdplasticaehttialking dosa
colleague from work while knockitng snow off my shoes
andonto thegreyfloor of thelonggrey train car

| was amazed at the incredible diversity of theAsitly.
walked aroundorontoand sat on theubwaythis morning|
heard a varietyf tanguages: Engligfrench, Arabic, Chinese,
Hindi, and RussiaAs we passed shops along the subway line
| saw signs too, in a variety of languages.

After arriving at the office building north of downtown,
my cdleagues and did some planng for theprojectand
concluded that | wouldeedto conduct a number dfaining
sessions in Canaiti@oughouthe spring angdummer.
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Initially, 1thought it would beuite fun to travelto the
Canadian cities of London, Mrceal, Calgary,Edmonton,
Vancouver, and Halifafor a number of week8ut dter
thinking about it, boonthought about howlifficult it would
be to be away from honfer so long.l would miss Sue and
the kidséand t hey tvemfrdmdnemi
activity to another

After workl went with some colleagweesd some of their
friendsto a Chineserestaurant that specializedSpechwan
food. We shared the dishkg spinning aircularglassLazy
usanon top the tablecontainingduck, cashew chickegreen
beansand pork dishes.

It was interesting to learn thaearly twenty of the
Chinese men and womgrat my co-workerhadworked with
in southern Chingeveral years ajgad all moved tdoronto.
They put human faces to the numbers that | hadosethre
news just a day before that reported tH#0,000 new
immigrant$adarrived in Toronto between 1995 and 2000.

After dinner] returned to lte hotel, andgain turned on
the television to tHecalsports channel.

Again, no college basketball deviion.

But there wak o ¢ k @d/cérlng.

The curling wabroadcast liveeom the Tim Horton Brier
in Hamilton, Ontario. (Final Score: Newfoundland and
Labrador 11, British Columbia 10).

The hockeygamel watchedwas between the Ottawa
Senats and thelocal Toronto Maple Leafdinal Score:
Ottawa 5Toronto 1)

. . I missed collepasketball.

After watching a little bit ai Canadian sports sholv,

changed intshorts andh t-shirt andwent to the top of the
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hote| on the 2% floor, where the hokdhad an exercise room
and pool.

The view was amazirihe exercise araassurrounded
almost entirelyby glasswindows that overlookethe tall
buildings of downtown TorontoAs | ran ona treadmill
machine, | couldook up and to m left to see the ta@N
Tower above mdiigh in the night sky

Running tonight I thought about how | liked Canada.

| was amazed at how frienttig people seemed.

At different times, likewhen | was looking at the
directions on the map at the subway station or looking a
ments outside of restaurants, it would never fail that someon
would stop and provide some assistahammmon word |
heard throughout my stay was thedworo s or r y 6, P
0 Sroe e éople spemed quick to say the word when they
brushed against me or goiiyway.

| liked hearing how the Canadians spoke English. They

usedwordsthat dilikkh B & ; wor d Ol Zeetdtée r
and oO0server i m®ansinh the offitehheyicalledb r
theroned ol | ar c¢coi ns odnlthatovas oa sné
sideofthecoin Their two doll ar <coi

combination of the worde/candloonie
It was fun to hear how thgironunciatiorwas different,
with emphasis on different syllables. The wpoojectvas

pr onoungedhrodgsw s prono-uessd|

The wordagaizatioowasp r 0 n 0 U n c-eydz adt o rognadn
Thar spelling of words waifferent toooc e n fortlee 6
wordcener,0 pr ogr amme 6 f ocatalogugforg r a

the wordcatalog.
| had to keep reminding myself ttegir unit of measures
weredifferent too.
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On a family trip to Canada when | was younger, one of
the fist things | noticed wake price of gas a@n Essogas
station the Canadian brand for Exjon

0 Wo w, o@katthow cheap the gas pricehare b
said,noticinghow the numbers seemtd be about half as
much as our prices in Ohio.

ol t does sreem leds, @b Dtadt
l'iters here. o

Even as an atginglta convertrietviceto f o
US measuremenrdifficult. Tonight m the televisionews the
announcessaid thatweathet o mor r ow mimus $ixd
degreesé

OMi nus si x sbedms hprugythtty, ¢

But then I realized,| d o n &t whatthatmeaksn o W

| wasunable toremembethe calculation from Celsius to
Fahraheit.

On the treanhill in the exercise rognh thoughtmore
about theGo Eat Popcéhroject.

Yesterday, I had focused
opponents, some of whom brought him persecution, otherg
who brought a diérent teaching to the churches, $ouw
insteadbn food purity laws and male circumcision.

ey

un

be

oCircumcisions not really an issue any more,] 't hou gh

asmy feet hithe treadmilvith a loud thud, thud, thud

ol dondt ktodaywho avoudodafaien that
circumcisedsia requament for lecominga Christianpr even
claim that circumcision isomething that must be done
immediately aftélecoming b el i ever i n Ch

0Just t hi n krocadgrenakesnei gueasyh d t
thought to mysekHis | continued running lookingt at thetall
buildings of downtown Torontaeising high in the cold night
sky, some brightly lit, others darki shadowy
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| also looked down at the red digital disglaythe
treadmill seeing the distances phgsone tenth of a mile,
then one quéer of a mile, the half a mile. While | ramy

mind kept turningpvert he | ssue, wonderji

relevance of thissie today? Is it even applicable?

oCircumci si on, or uncirc
r el e Vaaickly cobcluded

As | continuedrunning, thredourths of a mile, then one
mile done, | was stuck with another thought.

0Maybe, | n e e dfrom @ little diffenert 3
angleSur e, people arendt argu
circumcision or uncircumcisieoday but there are a lot of
peoplelooking forpeace and freedaandsalvation 6

OMawtet 6s the roéetlboafgvuer. f
back i n Paul &GweredHody can IHirefreedane s t
and salavnadt i @Hh®Ww can | Baulrd
opponents were answerimgse questios one way, Paul was
answeringhemin quiteanothemwayo

OFreedom, salvatiomeing right with Godt h at & s
people are looking fortoday, | sai d to myse

OLooking at it Paal 0 yealye 0
are applicableHis reasons against followihgs opponents
should be interesting to se

o0 candtiwabtthe details. o

After runningseveramiles, | was tired and made my way
back to my hotel roomeady to face o mor ®o mwid 8 S
degree temperatur@s
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Day Twenty Seven Friday
(March 9, 2007 11:14pm )

Today is Fridayndmy last day in Toront@t leastor
this week

Like yesterdaywalked @er to the subway station in the
morning Today though,l noticed an incredibly lorige at
theTi m Hetord. baoud nobelieve how long the line
was;nearly thirty people queued wmiting for coffee and
donuts Not wanting to wain that line a colleague from work
and | stoppecgainat the little café&alled theRichtree Market
where | got acup of coffee and acroissant topped with
strawberries, peaches and chéesas really good.

I had meetings in the morniragainand foundoutthat |
wouldneed to return to the city &mother week or two

Earlyin the afternoon left for the airport.The office
where | workedsi only about fifteen miles awfagm the
Toronto airport, buastoday is the start dflarch Bred@r al
of the schools in Ontarid left earlyto ensurethat| could
catch my flight and avoitie long lineof vacationershat
were expectddter in the dagt the airport.

| flew homeagainthrough Detroit andrrivedhomeat
tenthirty.
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Day Twenty Eight - Saturday
(March 10, 2007 11.45pm)

Today is Saturday aadr oldest sorhad another session
of t he Bvient Bd§ecChalleatsa docal High School

ol got t wo me e told mebvaen gpicked d
him up.

0That 6s aepliedsome. 6 |

After gettinghim, | took our younger boys enearby
Church for goractice session ftme r  C u b pinBwoodu t
derbyra®. The racavill berun next Saturday at tbleurch, so
today 06s prgivestthe kids (asickthesr pavents) an
opportunity to make any necessary changes to the sma
wooden cars.

At the practice sessioh worked on getting thar
pinewood derby caras close as possible to the maximum
weight ¢ five ouncesand added and subtracteeights
throughout thesession.

Tobehonest 6 m not withenmreghanigab thirhs.
The Cub Scout fathee the practice sessi@rho all seemed
to beengineedsalked a lot aboud a x e | an-@wowh 6 ¢
ocara e r o d y naadntheprecéss ofgrinding down the
rough edges of the whealsdthe axel They spoke atheir
research on the internet ahd books that they had acquired
to help increase the speddhdr s o rtaiss

| have beemretty oblivious to thecottage industrthat
the Pinewood Brby has inspired, ahdveacquired no books
nor spentany timeon the internet researching thecessary
oaxel andorkwébeel pre

This yearSue and lasked a friendvho works in a
woodworking shop to cut theo ycarsdbased on a pattern we
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bought at thdocal Cub Scout shop, anHet cars turned out
great When | was in Canadtne boys painted their carar o
middle son painted hisryellow, while our youngest pad
his car green.

After an hour or so of adding and subtracting weights,
and running the cars on the track a few titheshoysgave
thdr cars to theilScoutmaster to hold until next Satusdsy
race

We went homén the afternoorand | asked the boys to
t ake 0p e ringheirr@oing aseacmef them had been
coughinghroughout the Pinewood Derby practithile the
youngboysrested, they put on a CD Aflventures in Odyssey
which is one of their favorite programsO d y sissae audio
program poduced byFocus on the Faamty hass number of
excellent storiegbout Christianity, charactand choices that
kidsface.

While the boysested was able to watdome basketball
on television; theemifinal game irthe Big TenConference
tournamenbetween th©hio StateBuckeyes, ranked number
one in the natioandthePurdued Bo i | e.d(FralkSeores
Ohio State 63, Purdg@).

Af t er 0 p eS%us andwmeht fot da walk with the
boys andcruffy oudog The walk was fun, aaramiddle sp
put the @ g 6 s on heswo®den sooter and Scruffy pulled
him for part of our wallaround the neighborhood.

In the evening we went to chiurandafterwards went to
dinner ath Mexican restaurant near our house Glketl s.a r i

While sitting on tastools atonef t he rest a
tables, w ate our tacos and quesadilldsle watching
basketbab n one the restaurantds

Thebasketbaljameon there t a u r awasth@snal T V
gameof the MidAmerican Conferentceumament- between
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Miami University of Ohio where Sue and hHad attended
collegg andAkron University

I reminded the boys that
would get an automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament.

Miami a team thalas struggled this seadoaijed most
of the game, butear theend of the second hathe Miami
Redhawksweeeb | e t o gain on the A

Near the end of the game, however, Miami was stil
behind.

00Okay, |l etds go. 6 | sardi d
jacket oiti keoMsami is done fo
oDad, | etds waisomoond es aie

With less than a minute remainM@mi attempted to tie
the gamgbut missedhe basketind soonfouled an Akron
player with six point seconds remaining

Akron, with a two point leadhen went to the foul line.

oComeon,ibs pretty Imuttcdl dvehe
get going. o6

OPI| ®asdge |G tsdosmepledaey ,

00Okay, 6 | sai d, 0OBut , it
going to the Tournametitis year 6

But just thento our amazement, tiAdron player missed
hisfoul shot anda Miamiplayer miraculoustyot the rebound
and quickly pushed the tidivn the court.

The dribbler passed it to another Miami playamed
Doug Penno, a watkn player from Ketterg) Ohio,who shot
the balfrombeyond the three podnt
shot that banked off the glasfsthe backboardnd into the
basket

0 Y e a hwelyélled! a8 we watched the shot go in
Fortunately, the restaurant weearlyempty, exceptor its
workers, so we were matich of a distractidior them

oThat was amazirdg!neof the boys said.

(@]
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OAwesome! 6 another said.

ol ncredible.o6 | replied. Al

We watched as the Midoeinch cleared aride teanran
onto the court andiledonto Penno

0Theydre dancing in Qdford,

The game, however, was not over.

For ten mi nufficlals wikhedtlee replayme|0 s
of the last few seconds on small monitors as both coaches and
teamds | ooked on.

While they reewed the television footage, we got in our
car and drove Imoe

0 T h e y okingto sed ioth of his feet were beyond
thethreepoi nt | ine. &6 The announger

In the replayhe told usit was clear that both feet were
indeed beyond the thrpeint line.

ONow theydre | ooking the segee
announcer said.

In a replayhe said that appeared astifie clockstarted
a second or safter themissed foul shot when itaw
rebounded by the Miami player.

0Now, t heydrhewnuchtirkeiigftgntieo $ e €
c | o Thie andouncer explained.

0This is crazy. o6 | bstred t ¢ S

Eventuallyhe officials put .6 seconds on the clatkch
wastime enough for Akron to inbouritie basketbathnd
attempt a quickst.

Akron, howeve was not able to scoaed the game soon
ended.

0 Namiwon for a second tinte, raalio announcer saagd
we were taking our . (BihadSssmda s o1
Miami 53, Akron 52).

This eveningl made it a poiSpas t|o
Centeio see the lagew seconds of thliamiAkron game.
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They showed the replay of the final shot several ginthad

also noticed that the clock did not start immediately after thg
foul shot was misseBut by their calculati@hhowever, the
sha was in fact made wifhst barelyenough time remaining

on the clockThe amounbf time remainingvhen the shot
was made

According to the ESPN announaer, 1 seconds
gamed

So, the Miami lastcond shot was good, even though the
clock wa wrong.

In a segment calleflickets Punch#ue Sports Center
announcers listethose teams thdiad won thér conference
tournaments todayand received automatic bids into the
NCAA Tournament.

In addition to Miami University winning the MAC
Tournament they also noted that Albany defeatedhet
Vermont Catamountd-lorida A&M wonagainstDelaware
State in a last second tip@gorgetown University dominated
Pittsburgh inthe Big East Championship gami¢h gave
Georgetown their first automatic bid sid@89 and the
Oregon Ducks won the FATen Championship against USC
(where Bruce Taylor, of Oregon scored 32tqaimot missing
any shotfs

The announcers alsmted that Memphis beat Houston
in the Conference USA tournament gamneakingHoustord s
22-game winning streak.

Theyalso spoke of wins by the UNIR'u n ni ni®d R
the Mountain West Conference, George Washington
Uni versityodos Athanticn Ten nConferehce
Championship, Jackson Siate invthenSouthwest Athletic
Conference and New Mexitaté s v ithe Western
Athletic Conference
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Week Four

Soon the discussi@mong the announcers turned to the
Bubble Teanthose teams who played well during the regulan
season and in their conference tournaments, but did no
receive automatic bids to the NColirnament because they
did not win their conference tournamehie announcers
discussetiowthewins and losse¢seday impacted those teams
0on t he Adcarding tb thedanalysts there were perhaps
Si X or seven top Obubblsed
including Drexel, Old Dominion, Air Force, Kansas State,
Purdue, Stanford, Appalachian Statd Texas Tech.

For Go Eat Popcplike last Saturday and the Saturday

before that, | spent sontenethinking aboutvh at | 6 d
this week.

Overall, Ifelt encouraged #ie work that | had done and
what |1 86d | earned.

In reviewing my notes | saw that | Hadt tried to
identify the 0biandhadideatifiedio f
one wordJesus

On Sunday learned that the nanéeJ e sus o6t @r
appeared 15%8me s i n t h e lanadhadeseed that 5
Paul referreftequently to Jesus as Sun of Gaad ad.ord

On Mondayl read passages about IP&usal for his
Jewish faithJearningt h a t he was o0adva
0 f a u | far llegaisicérighteousnessd| had wondered,
OWhy did Paut hange?6 The answer |
was thatPaulreceiveda revelatioo learn more about what
had been revealed to Phuhade a list of th&ords Paul used
to describe thactiors thatJesus Christad done in the pass
doing, or will do in the future.

On Tuesday looked at four important concepts that Paul
identifiedregardinp e opl eds r el at i a@amds hi
learned thaPaul believed that
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The Big Idea

1. People are sinful, seprated from God and
under the obligation of the Law

2. Because of His grace and great love, Christ
died to fulfill the Law and forgive sin

3. People can receive Christ through faith

4 Those that ar e chidre@© hr i
forgiven, reconciled andblessed

On Wednesday | took a closer ledlP aul 6 s o pp
who brought persecution to Paul andifferent teaching to
the churches.

As | thought about th&o Eat Popcaproject, | was
excited to think aboutkarning more abowg ac h of
lettersin more detailseeindiow he addressed his critics, and
how hetaught the churches abauto Jesus wawhatChrist
did for them and hothey couldliscover new life in Christ.
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Galatians

Day Twenty Nine - Sunday
(March 11, 200711:12pm )

Today is Sunday antien | woke upl rememberethat
todayis what the sports announcers 8allection Suntteyday
when all 65eams in the NCAAne n 6 s b ausnkneehtb a
areannouncedThe announcement, | learned, wdagdmade
atsixo 6cl dghtk t on

In the afternoon did some reading while the boys did
their homework. We alsgatched parts ofour basketball
gamesall championshiggamesn the remainingonference
tournaments:

- In the SoutheastSEQ Conference final, Florida
the returning national championsplayed
Arkansas

- in the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC)
championshigameNorth Carolina State played
the University of North Carolina

- Texas facedKansas in the Big Twelve
championship game

- Andin the lasgame of thafternoon,Ohio State
playedWisconsin in theBig Ten tournament
finals

All four of the games were goodnd somewerevery
close, but as expectetl,of the higher ranked teaniafida,
North Carolina, Kansas and Ohio Staten their conference
titles
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As six @ c | o c kI thowglst mogedhoutthe NCAA
tournament

oln a sensé,l thought, dthere are aally four separate
tournamentsonetournamentin the East, another in the West,
another in the South and another in the Midwést

| thought also aboutiow the regi@ namesn the
tournament never seem to Very descriptivef identifying
where théeamsare from orevenwhere theactual gameare
played This year] rememberedsome of thegames for the
Midwest Region will be played Spokane, Wiagjtorwhile
gamesn the West Regionill be played iBuffalo, New York

oodondt unalaids tland otulght .

ol g u e s swoul uble fvestifoyou lived in
Massachusetts Englangd | conceded.

Becausehere are fouseparatgegions,| remembezd
too that the tournament selection commiti®euld select
sixteen teams for each regiand rank them from number
sixteen to number onethe teanthatthe committe believes
to be the besh the region

A number oneseedis somethingthat all teamsn the
tournament want.

The reason?

Becausehe first gamefor a number pe seeds always
againsthelowest ranketeam intheir region (and no number
one ranked team haser losto a sixteenth rankedhta).

A few minutes beforgixo 6 c | the @rnoucers noted
that therewereat least severams in contentiofor the four
numberoneseeds

- Ohio State(which is currently ranked number
one in the nation)

- Kansasrénked number two in the nation)
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- Wisconsin (ranked number thieethe nation
this week)

- Florida (the returning champions who are
currentlyranked number six in the nation)

- North Carolina(ranked number eight in the
nation)

- Georgetownranked number nine in the nation,
who hadjust clobbered Pittsburghine st er d
Big Easfinal)

- and UCLA (ranked fourth in the natiothis
week butunlikely tobe given aumber oneseed
because of their loss tGalifornia in their
conference tournamenh Thursday

The selectionghat the tournamentcommitteewould
makeat s i xwould&ectitiodcl kememberedpot just
because ofthich teamsheywould placesnumber oneseeds,
butal so f or t h ehose beants whoae/eplbyeda m s
wellthis yearbut did not receive automatic iolshe NCAA
tournamenjt

Throughout the afternognthe television coverage
frequently cutawayto livebroadcastsat college campuses
across the countryshowing students huddled around
televisions at their Student Unions or watching Jtnaotbo
screendn basketball aresanxiouslywaitingto seewhere (or
evan if) their team would bankedn the tournament
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Ats X o06clock the tour namen
The teams selected as number one seeds were:

- Ohio State, Florida, North Carolina and Kansas

The numbetwo seeds were:

- Georgetown, UCLA, Memjghand Wisconsin
And thenumber three seeds were
- Oregon, Pittsburgh, Washington State and Texas
A&M.

A few minutes after the announcermenere madd
went to my computer and printed dffree tournament
brackes for the boys. & ®on asl brought thetournament
brackets downstairgetystarteddiscussintheir predictions.

0Geor dest @wrn n gbé rawbflthem daid. way

ONo way, itdés Ohio Stateds

ol | i kée <Kaindk asnot her .

I quickly realized th#tte boysieeded moreopies of the
bracketqas theyould writedown the name ad team,hear
the opinion of a brother, cross offteam namehen add
anothemamé so | printedoff more copies; making suhat
each of the boydad several copieto write downtheir
predictions andhe results & the games that would begin in
just a few more days

For theGo Eat Popcarojecttonight | began thinking
about the étter to the GalatanrEor weeks now,
on the oObig pictured and ha
the areajooking for major landmarks or themes. Tonight,
however, | felt like an adventurer preparing to step into g
dense tropal jungle The aredor me, was still relatively
unchartedbut | thought that | should still forge ahead, making
a path through the desjungle ofvords and sentences.
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| thought for a moment about some of the explorers that
Il 6d read about ymwdequickly tureed yoe a
Marco Polo, who left his home in Venicetrs age of
seventeeand explored Mongolia, China and Indidvienty
four years before returning home.

| had readabout himrecentlyin a book calledrhe
Discoverdrg Daniel Boorsteirin the book, Boorsteinoted
t hat Pol o0ds Ilkayhaverdgoneruensticed bad |
he not been captured by the Gerspamd his history written
by a celmate.

My mind also turned to adk that | had read last year,
calledRiver of Ddufvhich was one of my favorite books of
the yedr

O0Thi s t ilikelalsad Ghastian debelp boolg |
said when first saw it irabookstore.

| was surprised to discoyvdiowever,that the book
actudly describedan incredible adventurendertaken by
President Theodore Roosevelt to expiomaver calledhe
RiverofDoubih Br azi | s Amazon r ai

Roosevelt, | learned in thedk, was in South America
for a lecture touafter he had failed to win back the U.S.
Presidency in the election of 1912.

At the conclusionof his South Americarecture tour
Rooseveltkeen on adnture even at the age of fiitxe,
agreed to the Brdzi an g o v e r nhalgerptor@asd o f
map theuncharted river. Onljhé headwars of the river |
learned, were knowo the Brazilian governmeriut where
the river led, oeven how long the river was, was

0Thatds sort opr wjhect. & dIm
know where 1 dm st art thinggwil bu
leadd

In thinking about going forward with the project, |
remembered a funny passagee beginning oétill another
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book-J. R. R. The Hokbitre thad book,the main
character named Bilbo Baggimss invited on a great
adventurendtold,

owe shalll soon before the
journey, a journey of which some of us, perhaps all of
usémay never retur It is

0 T$is a solemmoment for me tod, | t,asdu g
pondered the idea of del vin
letter to the Galatians.

For the main charactér The Hobbihowever, his initial
reaction tobeing told that he mighteverreturn from the
adventuravasone of fear- as soon as he heard the invitation
he fell to the floorand yelled) St r uck by | i gh
|l ight2ening! 6

I had to admit that ivasfeelinga little nervous about
continuing with my adventure as well.

0This i s eceradejeobléyl | whec onf
0The dfeanal bs | etters are su
and theyodlolfstbpyrbadendgt s

But a voicewithin encouraged meY o u @ot ® press
onnYoudve gone ca stdmsnowfwihronlyag o u
overview of the four letter§ou need tdearnmore about
why Paul wrotehis lettersand how his letters an be applied
today andthat means getting into the detaifs

In thinking about the letter to tiealatiang felt like |
still hadso mub to lean about the letter, but alsecalledhat
| had learned a latready in my brief study

In looking at my notes, | remembered that @atheGo
Eat Popcowroject, | hadcalculatedhat the letter to the
Galatians had six chapters and 14¢eser
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| had also noticed thdid letterto the Galatianseemed
very personal, with Paul makinggtieh use of the pronoun
0l 6 -eriegrhetayd had referretd oothes duch as co
workers and other Christians twenty times.

I rememberetbo that Galaans, even morthanany of

the other letters, wisocused on Paul ds Qgop

they were leading the Christians in Galatia astray.
| also remembered tharéecomponent® f Paul 6 s
weremissingn the letter to th&alatians:
- Paudham&k sgi vi ngo
- Paupragesfo t he | e
- and [Peguedt forprayer

for hi s
tterds r

I'n thinking about these

concluded that they were likely missing because of how Paul

viewed his readers and his concern for \egtwere doing.
Interestingly, hlsohad noticed that Palnhd twice called the
Gal atians o0foolishbo, but no
Obrothersoé.

In reviewingbooks by scholars and popular Christian
authors | had readsome iterestingdescriptios about the
letter to the GalatiansOne scholarhad explainedthat,
OGalatians isspiritual dynamitnd it is therefore almost
impossible to handle it without explosidds Another
remarledthat,

0Gal atians i s acenraltrithofe s
Christianity. The sheer emotional force of the book
has captured me again and again over the years. Y(
can't read the first ten verses without feeling that
something utterly important is at st&ke.
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